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CHATTOGRAM COLLEGE
BCL men continue

fighting over posts

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Leaders and activists of Chattogram Government College
unit of Bangladesh Chhatra League once again locked into a
clash yesterday over formation of the 25-member college
comimittee.

And just like Tuesday, a chase and counter-chase took
place around noon between the supporters of post-deprived
and newly-selected BCL activists on College Road in front of
the institution.

During the melee, BCL men from both groups blasted
several crude bombs, vandalised vehicles and shops, creating
panicamong students, guardians and pedestrians,

Tratfic movement remained halted on the busy road for
around two hours, causing sufferings to people. Police later
charged batons and dispersed the BCL men from the spot.

College and BCL sources said Chattogram city unit BCL
approved the committee on Monday night making Mahmudul
Karim president and Suvash Mallik Sabuj general secretary for
the next one year.

Protesting its formation, a section of BCL men have been
demonstrating since Tuesday morning.

They alleged that outsiders and non-students got posts in
the committee, which triggered anger among students.
However, party activists, who got selected, claimed that most of
the BCL men protesting against the committee were outsiders.

Around 11:30am yesterday, newly-selected leaders came
to the college with their supporters. At the same time, post-
deprived BCL men also took position in front of the college,
creating a tense situation.

Soon, both groups, equipped with sharp weapons, started
chasing each other, said students and witnesses. Some BCL men
were seen brandishing firearms, they added.

They |[BCL men] also blasted several crude bombs, vanda-
lised vehicles and roadside shops, said the witnesses.

Assistant Commissioner (Chawkbazar) Nobel Chakma of
Chattogram Metropolitan Police said, “Police dispersed agitating
BCL men from the road by chargingbatons. Additional forces have
been deployed in the area to avert any untoward situation.”

AMIR HASAN SHAHRIAR, Ctg

Bangladesh Road Transport
Authority (BRTA), Chattogram has
resumed scrapping CNG-run
auto-rickshaws that are at least 15
years old and plying the port city
roads, five months after the High
Court dismissed a writ petition
filed by vehicle owners challeng-
ing the process.

The drive resumed on
September 13 and on the day,
BRTA had scrapped 47 three-
wheelers on its premises in pres-
ence of an executive magistrate.
The authorities have already
scrapped 161 outdated vehicles
and till Monday, the mobile
courts sent 154 unfit ones for
dumping.

BRTA issued a notification on
September 11 in local newspapers
in this regard.

In April, BRTA took the initia-
tive to scrap auto-rickshaws manu-
factured in 2002 or earlier.

At that time, they dismantled
412 vehicles in 14 days (till April
26), but the drive was halted as
some vehicle owners filed the writ
petition. The HC, however, dis-
missed it the same month but
BRTA could not start the drive due
to lack of magistrates, said its
officials.

With appointment of two
magistrates on August 27, BRTA
resumed the drive, It is now plan-
ning to dismantle 1,280 outdated
vehicles as perits list by October 10
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An unfit auto-rickshaw being dismantled on BRTA premises in Chattogram on Monday.

in the second phase.

Though BRTA planned to dis-
mantle 80 vehicles a day, the turn-
out was comparatively poor on the
first day as around 50 percent of
the listed vehicles were brought to
its premises.

The low turnout was due to rea-
sons such as theft of vehicles or some
getting damaged in road accidents,
suspected BRTA Executive Magistrate

Ziaul Haque Mir.

“Those who could not appear
on the allotted day would be given
chance to show up later. They
don't have any other option as we
are also conducting drives on the
roads regularly,” he said. The
turnout eventually increased, he
added.

After the appointment of two
magistrates, BRTA had been con-

ducting regular drives since August
30. It also halted renewing regis-
trations of the outdated vehicles
since 2012,

According to BRTA, around
13,000 registered auto-rickshaws
are plying the city roads. Of those,
more than 2,000 (registered in
2002) became outdated.

"Most of these vehicles had
become outdated in 2011, after
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BRTA resumes scrappmg unﬁt auto-rickshaws

nine years of their manufacturing.
But due to the request of some
owners' associations, timeframe
was extended in two phases, which
ended in December last year,” said
Mohammad Shahidullah, deputy
director of BRTA.

“We also issued registration
numbers to new vehicles against
the scrapped ones in the first phase
so that our initiative does not
cause any sort of transport crisis.
We also plan to do the same this
time,” he added.

Contacted, Nazrul Islam
Khokon, convener of CNG Auto-
Rickshaw Oikya Parishad, said,
“The scrapping process may bring
distress to some owners... but it is
necessary."

“The cylinders in those have
expired and are like live bombs.
They can explode anytime...," he
added.

He, however, alleged, “The
owners take their vehicles to BRTA
on allotted days but for some
irregularities [of the officials] they
were given different dates.”

“This is a hassle as they [own-
ers| cannot drive the vehicles. They
either have to drag it to BRTA or
hire another vehicle to take those
there,” he added.

BRTA, however, refuted the
allegation, saying some owners
were given different dates if they
did not show up on the assigned
day or the officials were unable to
complete the process.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Raisul Huq Bahar lald to rest

Veteran freedom fighter and journalist
AKM Raisul Huqg Bahar, who died of a
cardiac arrest on Tuesday night, was
laid to rest at Chattogram Port
Graveyard yesterday after his namaz-e-
janaza held on Chattogram Bandar
Bhaban premises after Asr prayers.

Commodore Zulfiqur Aziz, chairman
of Chittagong Port Authority, among
others, took part in the namaz-e-janaza.
Later, a smart contingent of police pro-
vided guard of honour to Bahar.

His body was brought to Chattogram
Central Shaheed Minar premises in the | - i,
morning, where people from all walksof = %",\. L
life paid tributes to him. '

Chattogram city unit Awami
League, Chattogram District and City

People from all walks of life pay tributes to the veteran juumalist at

Must use Biman
for air trips at
govt expense

PMO issues notification
UNB, Dhaka

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

The Prime Minister's Office
has directed government
officials for compulsory use
of Biman Bangladesh
Airlines on the routes where
the national flag carrier
operates flights, for air trips
at government expense.

PMO issued a notification
yesterday in this regard.

It says ministers, state
ministers, deputy ministers,
MPs, those holding constitu-
tional posts, chairpersons,
members and officers of the
commissions constituted

Police arrested a leader of pro-BNP youth
organisation Jubo Dal with 223 yaba pills in
Chattogram city's Sadarghat area early yester-
day, claiming that he was running a yaba
business with an aim to collect funds for
carrying out subversive activities.

Arrestee Bappu Kumar Das, 27, is general
secretary of Raozan College Jubo Dal unit, said
Nezam Uddin, OC of Sadarghat Police Station.

“Acting on a tip-off, a team of police
raided Bappu's rented house in Alkaran area

'Selling yaba to fund sabotage'

Jubo Dal leader arrested with 223 pills

and caught him with the pills,” said the OC.

OC Nezam said during primary interroga-
tion Bappu admitted that he is a yaba retailer,
and used to sell the pills through his associates
to “collect fund for carrying out sabotage”.

A case was filed. the OCsaid.

Contacted, Belayet Hossain, member of
district BNP convening committee, said, “1
have known Bappu for a long time, He is an active
Chhatra Dal member. As far as I know, he is not
involved in any such [yaba/sabotage| activity.”

Belayet termed the case "false and fabricated”
and said itwas filed to harass their party members.

Muktijoddha Sangsad, Chattagram
district unit of Communist Party of
Bangladesh (CPB), Bangladesh
Muktijuddho Gobeshona Trust,
Chattogram Bureau of The Daily Star,
Chattogram district unit of
Bangladesher Samajtantrik Dal (Marx-
ist), Jativa Samajtantrik Dal, Samaj
Anushilon Chattogram, Chattogram
Shilpokala Academy, Chattogram
district unit of Bangladesher
Samajtantrik Dal, Samaj Samiksha
Sangha, Chattogram Press Club,
Chattogram Union of Journalists and
Chattogram Photojournalist
Association paid tributes to the veteran

Chattogram Central Shaheed Minar.

journalist, among others.

His son Gias Uddin Muhammad
Tausif said Bahar had a minor cardiac
arrest just before heading out for the
office of local Daily Purbokone, where
he worked as associate editor, around
6:00pm. He was rushed to Max
Hospital, where he suffered a massive
cardiac arrest. Doctors declared him
dead around 11:00pm, Tausif said.

Bahar was born on April 1, 1952 at
Companiganj upazila in Noakhali. He
was a guerrilla commander during the
Liberation War, and led an operation to
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destroy an arms-laden truck of Pakistan
army and a bridge at Kaibalyadham in
Kattali on October 29, 1971, said Dr
Mahfuzur Rahman, chairman of
Research Centre Trust of Bangladesh
Freedom Struggle and Liberation War.

He served as Chattogram bureau
chief of The Daily Star betewen 2010
and 2015. A former accounts officer of
Chittagong Port, Bahar started his career
in journalism with local daily Sebok in
1972, and also served as associate editor
at local dailies Suprobhat Bangladesh
and Daily Purbokone.

by the government, and
officials and employees of
ministries, divisions, semi-
government and autono-
mous bodies, statutory
organisations, corpora-
tions, constitutional agen-
cies and different projects
must use Biman for air trips
at the expense of govern-
ment on all routes where it
operates flights,

They will be allowed to
board flights of other airlines
on the routes where Biman
does not operate any flight.
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