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Issue gazette
notification

immediately
RU guota reformists
urge govt

QUR CORRESPONDENT, RU

Quota reformists yesterday
staged a demonstration on
Rajshahi University campus
demanding immediate
gazette notification for bring-
ing reforms to the quota
system for civil service jobs.
Around 60 students
under the banner of
Bangladesh Shadharan
Chhatra Odhikar
Sangrakkhan Parishad
brought out a procession
and held a rally in front of
the central library after
parading through key loca-
tions on the campus.
Addressing the rally,
Mashud Munnaf, convener
of the Parishad's RU unit,
said they want the publica-
tion of the gazette at the

soonest as they want to get
SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

Two minors walk past a burning tyre set afire by a group of BCL activists of Chittagong
Government College unit yesterday, demanding cancellation of its newly-formed committee.
They also blocked College Road, blasted crude bombs and vandalised vehicles.
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CHITTAGONG COLLEGE

Post-deprived BCL
men block road

Examinees, commuters suffer

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cig

Leaders and activists of Chittagong
Government College unit of Bangladesh
Chhatra League, who did not get posts in the
recently-formed committee of the party,
blocked a road in front of the college yesterday
morning, demanding cancellation of the 25-
member committee formed on Monday night.

During the blockade on College Road,
BCL men blasted crude bombs and vanda-
lised vehicles, creating panic among stu-
dents, guardians and pedestrians.

Traffic movement remained halted on
the busy road for over three hours, causing
sufferings to people.

The BCL men also chased the post hold-
ers away from the college compound. One
photojournalist sustained injuries during
the chase and counter-chase.

The incident took place when examinees
from other colleges came to Chittagong

College for a scheduled exam under
National University:.

College and BCL sources said
Chattogram city unit BCL approved a 25-
member committee making Mahmudul
Karim president and Suvash Mallik Sabuj
general secretary for the next one year.

Protesting its formation, a section of
BCL men gathered at the college in the
morning and demonstrated, said police
quoting witnesses.

Around
College Road by placing bamboos and
setting fire to tyres, creating a tailback before
the examination.

“On information, law enforcers removed
the barricade around 1:00am,” said Shah
Md Abdur Rauf, additional deputy com-
missioner (south) of Chattogram
Metropolitan Police. Additional forces were

10:00am, they barricaded

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1

Madrasa
student

brutalised

Accused teacher on

the run
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gazipur

A ten-year-old student of a
madrasa in Gazipur was
tortured indiscriminately
by his teacher as the boy
made repeated requests for
leave, according to the boy
and his family.

The resident hifz stu-
dent, Mohammad Siam,
son of Anisur Rahman,
yesterday fled Lohadi
Quran Shikkha Institute
after being denied leave for
three days, said his uncle
Sirajul Islam.

During those three days,
the teacher, Hafez Md Amir
Hossain, did not even allow
his mother to meet her son,
showing false excuses,
healleged.

Talking to The Daily
Star over the phone, Siam
said Amir beat him in
different parts of his body
including the sole of his
foot with a cane on
Saturday.

Siam's mother Sikha
Akter said she could not
meet her son on that day as

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

Don't nominate
anti-liberation
individuals

Nirmul Committee urges political
parties ahead of general election

BSS, Dhaka

Ekattorer Ghatak Dalal Nirmul Committee, a forum for
secular Bangladesh and trial of war criminals, yesterday urged
the country's political parties not to nominate those who
were involved in genocide and crimes against humanity in
1971 as candidates in the upcoming parliamentary election,

"Please do not give nomination to those against whom
there are allegations of involvement in the genocide and
crimes against humanity during the Liberation War,"
Nirmul Committee President Shahriar Kabir said at a press
conference at the Jatiya Press Club in the capital.

He also called upon political parties not to nominate the
offspring of those convicted for crimes against humanity, if
they do not apologise to the nation and the families of the
martyrs for their parents’ crimesin 1971.

“Please do not nominate those who do not believe in the
spirit of Liberation War or are connected directly or indi-
rectly with anti-liberation fundamentalists and communal
forces,” Shahriar said, adding, “We also urge them (political
parties) not to nominate those involved in smuggling, drug
peddling and corruption.”

He hoped the political parties will make declarations in
their election manifestos about completing the ongoing
trial of war criminals.

Shahriaralso urged the government to ensure security for
minority communities during the elections.

Nirmul Committee Vice Presidents Professor Muntassir
Mamoon and Shyamoli Nasrin Chowdhury, Adviser
Shahabuddin Ahmed and Justice Mohammed Nizamul
Huq, among others, attended the press conference.

TK 59 LAKH SCAM

ACC to sue
6 DMCH
employees

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Anti-Corruption
Commission (ACC) has
decided to file six cases
against six officers and
staff members of Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
for misappropriating
over Tk 59 lakh of the
hospital.

Nurul Islam, deputy
assistant director (DAD)
of the ACC, during pri-
mary inquiry found that
the six DMCH employ-
ees -- Azizul Haque
Bhuiyan, in-charge (dis-
missed) of emergency
department; Alamgir
Hossain, cashier; A Baten
Sarkar, computer opera-
tor; Shahjahan, computer
operator; Abu Hanif
Bhuiyan, computer oper-
ator; and Harunur

Rashid, office assistant --
embezzled a total of Tk
59.10 lakh at different
times.

ACC's Public Relations
Officer Pranab Kumar
Bhattacharya said the

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4
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Introducing Breadfruit tree
in Bangladesh

AIR CDRE (RETD) T. A. ZEARAT AL,
MDS, NDC, PSC

Many countries have enriched their
flora and fauna by collecting samples
and seeds from all around the world.
The efforts have not always been for
commercial purposes. Sometimes,
they tasked the embassies to collect
samples, or sometimes they sent emis-
saries, expeditions and researchers. At
times, introduction of some species
can be environmentally harmful and
invasive. Hence introduction of a new
species should be made with careful
considerations.

This writer had an opportunity for
an official visit to Sri Lanka in 1998. In
between official business, a Sri Lankan
friend from Staff College of
Bangladesh, Air Commodore Channa
Gunaratna, was kind enough to give a
tour around the countryside. A particu-
lar kind of tree was seen everywhere.
The trees had large beautiful leaves
with deep pinnate lobes. When asked,
Gunaratna said it was breadfruit tree.
It bears fruits that are called "bread-
fruit” because they are starchy, highly
nutritious and tasty. It is a staple of
many pacific islanders. It is available
in Malaysia, Indonesia, Caribbean
countries, Kerala in India etc. The
fruit can be eaten when ripe and as a
starchy wvegetable -- mashed, fried,
boiled and made into bharta.
Breadfruit is rich in carbohydrate,
about 27g per 100g. It has modest
amount of protein, but good amount
of fibre. It is also rich in vitamin C,
potassium, magnesium and phos-
phorus. It does not have any choles-
terol, but has trace amounts of other
vitamins. Each tree can produce 150-
200 fruits per season. Sometimes,
depending on the weather condition,
a tree can produce fruit more than
once. However, one has to be a little
careful while preparing the fruit.
Being of the same genus (artocarpus)
as the jackfruit, its skin exudes white
sticky sap that is difficult to remove.

Breadfruit tree's arrival in Sri Lanka
has an interesting story. Sir Joseph
Banks was part of the expedition in
Tahiti led by the famous Captain Cook
on Endeavour, Banks saw the value of
breadfruit. Later, when he became
president of Royal Society, he offered
cash and gold medal for bringing
breadfruit saplings to the Caribbean
for feeding the slaves who worked on

tobacco and sugarcane plantations.
The problem with breadfruit tree is
that it does not produce any seed. It is
propagated by removing shoots that
come out of roots and replanting
them. Banks raised money and
launched his expedition for collecting
saplings and transporting them through
Indian Ocean to the Caribbean.
Unfortunately, many saplings died on
the way or were dying in the ships.
Seeing no viable alternative, the cap-
tains of the ships ordered unloading
and planting many saplings in Sri Lanka
and other islands on the way. That's how
the plants spread to Sri Lanka, and later
to Kerala. Now, new methods of propa-
gation have evolved -- mainly by air
layering (kolom) and root cuttings.

PHOTO: DR ZASIMUDDIN
A Breadfruit tree at Dhaka University.

Gunaratna offered to provide a
shoot from his backyard. The shoot
was rather large and would not fit in
the suitcase. Most of the roots had to be
cut off as well as the tip with all the
leaves. Luckily, after returning to
Bangladesh, when the shoot was
planted in the backyard of this writer's
official residence, it started to sprout
new leaves. The sapling was uprooted
and replanted several times due to
moving houses. [t never died.

In 2003, after retiring from the air
force, this writer had to move to a
private residence, but there was no
place for planting the breadfruit tree.
By this time it had become consider-
ably large. In its prime, a breadfruit tree

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4
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Three people were killed in
road accidents in two dis-
tricts yesterday, according
to reports from our corre-
spondents.

In Savar, Abdur Rahim,
22, a worker of garment
factory “Dekko
Accessories”, was killed
as a human haulier hit
him while he was crossing
a road in Joynabari area.

In Chattogram, motorcy-
clist Raju, 28, died as a
lorry hit his bike head-on
in Muhurighata area of
Hathazari.

In another incident,
Jashim Uddin, 40, was
killed after a bus hit him in
Fakirhat Bazar area of
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Sitakunda.

He was declared dead at zi':;bfgsj
Chittagong Medical
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College Hospital, CMCH
police.

e ans GiRe aaaEEEs 8@e (STEP)

\\!EM—J,/

q & 9= o
g Hfapes (TfsfEas 7El)




