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Work to plug
gap between
words, actions

TIB urges political parties

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Transparency International Bangladesh yesterday said there
was a wide gap between what political parties pledged in
their election manifestos and what they actually did.

A lot more effort is required to make good on the prom-
ises of promoting democracy and governance, TIB said in a
study titled "Governance and Integrity in Election
Manifestos of Political Parties in Bangladesh.”

Lofty pledges made to impress voters before polls were
often broken by both the ruling and opposition parties, TIB
Executive Director Iftekharuzzaman told a press conference.

He, however, noted that there were some examples of

true commitment.

Many deliveries in the form of legal, institutional and
policy changes remain far from being effective enough to
promote better governance and democratic
institutionalisation, he told the press conference at his office,

“There are even examples of reversal of progress made.
Implications of some provisions of the draft Digital Security
Act on opportunities created by Right to Information Act
and repeated attempts to curtail the authority of ACC by
initiatives like draft Public Service Act are cases in point.”

The TIB report analysed election manifestos of 11 politi-
cal parties and made observations and recommendations.

The study found that none of the parties ever promised in
their manifestos to practice democracy within the party.

SEE PAGE 13 COL 1

MP's event stalls
school activities
for three days

Classrooms used for serving
food to MP's men in Pabna

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

There were hardly any classes in the last
three days at Dhobakhola Coronation
High School and College in Bera upazila
after local lawmaker Khandaker Azizul
Haque Arzu on Saturday used the class-
rooms to feed thousands of villagers who
left behind litter and leftover food every-
where,

The employees have been struggling to
clean the classrooms, toilets and the front
yard since Sunday morning,

Authorities managed to hold only a few
classes yesterday with a few students.

But some of the students who attended
the classes yesterday said they were nause-
ated by the strong smell of rotten food.

Headmaster Abu Bakar Siddique said,
“The school practically turned into a gar-
bage station after Saturday's program.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1

AL, BNP grassroots
pledge 'no violence'

Several hundred take part in Democracy
International's campaign for peaceful polls

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Several hundred grassroots leaders of the Awami League and the BNP yester-
day pledged to work towards a free, fair and peaceful general election.

They also vowed to shun violence and carry out a peaceful campaign dur-
ing the upcoming polls. The leaders wanted to see smooth continuation of the
democratic process through a peaceful and transparent election.

Democracy International (DI) brought together 400 AL and BNP leaders
from 40 districts to inaugurate “Shantite Bijoy or Win with Peace”, a
national campaign seeking peace in the run-up to the polls.

Jointly funded by USAID and UKAID, the campaign was launched at
Celebrity Hall of Bangabandhu International Convention Centre with a
slogan “Bangladesh will win if peace wins”,

It will engage and raise awareness among registered political parties and
candidates in favour of peaceful elections and tolerant politics.

PM's Political Adviser HT Imam, BNP Standing Committee Member
Abdul Moyeen Khan, US Ambassador to Bangladesh Marcia Bernicat,
British High Commissioner to Bangladesh Alison Blake and Chief of Party
for DI in Bangladesh Katie Croake along with senior political leaders
attended the event.

Talking to this correspondent, some grassroots leaders said they did not

SEE PAGE 2 COL 3

VOTER LIST
Indian district
deletes names
of suspected
Bangladeshis

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
New Delhi

The authorities in a district
of the eastern Indian state
of Odisha have started
deleting the names of sus-
pected Bangladeshis who
figured in the list of voters,

officials said.
The coastal district of

Kendrapara has 1,649
Bangladeshi settlers.
Mahakalpada tehsil alone
houses 1,551 of them, they
said on Sunday.

Odisha's ruling Biju
Janata Dal has backed the
Bharatiya Janata Party's
campaign for deporting
illegal immigrants from
Bangladesh in Assam state.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 4
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A man walks past uprooted trees on a damaged
street after Typhoon Mangkhut hit Shenzhen in
China's Guangdong province yesterday. Inset, a
harbourside commercial building in Hong Kong. Its
windows were blown out in the storm. Hong Kong
began a massive clean-up after Typhoon Mangkhut
raked the city, shredding trees and bringing dam-
aging floods, in a trail of destruction that left doz-
ens dead in the Philippines and millions evacuated
in southern China.
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REUTERS/AFP

TYPHOON MANGKHUT

Millions
evacuated
in China

4 killed in Guandong

as storm makes land-

fall; death toll hits
65 in the Philippines

AFP, liogon

More than three million
people have been moved to
safety in southern China as
Typhoon Mangkhut moved
northward and continued
to wreak havoc across the
region yesterday.

Mangkhut made landfall
in Guangdong, China's
most populous province,
late afternoon Sunday,
killing four people before
heading west into neigh-
bouring Guangxi province
around midnight.

Meanwhile, Philippine
rescuers yesterday searched
desperately for dozens
feared buried under a land-
slide unleashed by the
typhoon.

The confirmed death toll
across the northern
Philippines, where the main
island of Luzon was mauled
by fierce winds and rain,
reached 65 and was expected
to rise further given the
number of missing.

Searchers used shovels

SEE PAGE 10 COL 2

Garbage is piled up on almost half of a street in the capital's Khilgaon area, obstructing traffic movement and giving off
foul smell. Though there is a large garbage container nearby, waste is dumped there out in the open. In this photo taken
around 2:45pm yesterday, a schoolboy is seen crossing the area on his mother's lap covering his nose.
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Hasina, Modi
to 1naugurate
Indo-Bangla

pipeline today

BSS, Dhaka

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and her Indian
counterpart Narendra Modi
will jointly inaugurate the
construction of Bangladesh-
India Friendship Pipeline
between Shiliguri in West
Bengal and Parbatipur in
Dinajpur today.

They will open the work of
the oil pipeline through a
videoconference from their
respective capitals at 5:00pm,
the Prime Minister's Office
sources said.

Officials said this pipe-
line will play an effective
role in further strengthening
the energy security of
Bangladesh.

Besides the pipeline, the
two leaders will inaugurate
the construction of the third
and fourth dual gauge rail
lines in Dhaka-Tongi and
Tongi-Joydevpur sections of
Bangladesh Railway.

The officials said cur-
rently imported oil is stored
in Chattogram depot after
unloading it from the ship at

SEE PAGE 13 COL 1

Germany rolls
out world's first
hydrogen train

AFP, Bremervorde

Germany yesterday rolled out the world's first hydro-
gen-powered train, signalling the start of a push to
challenge the might of polluting diesel trains with
costlier but more eco-friendly technology.

Two bright blue Coradia ilint trains, built by
French TGV-maker Alstom, began running a 100-
kilometre (62-mile) route between the towns and

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1

Alleged drug
peddler killed
in 'shootout’

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Natore

Rab said a drug peddler was
killed in a "gunfight” with
its patrol team in Baraigram
upazila early yesterday.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Sirajul Islam, 38, son
of Abdus Sattar of Balia
village in Baraigram.,

SEE PAGE 10 COL 4
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A 'fig leaf for genocide'

Says Australian UN expert about Suu Kyi

SYDNEY MORNING HERALD, Geneva -

A leading United Nations human
rights investigator has criticised
Myanmar’s civilian leader Aung San
Suu Kyi for acting as a "fig leat for
military atrocities” against the
Rohingya Muslim minority.

In an interview ahead of the release of a
400-page report on alleged "genocidal”
crimes, Australian lawyer Chris Sidoti said

Nobel laureate Suu Kyi could not
escape responsibility for failing to act
over the violence.

The report, by three independent
experts including Mr Sidoti, provides
the UN Human Rights Council in
' Geneva with harrowing details of
mass killings and rape by Myanmar's mili-
tary that prompted more than 700,000
Rohingya to flee to Bangladesh last year.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 5
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