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Wired for
development

Solar mini-grid brings reliable
electricity to Jamuna river shoal

MIRZA SHAKIL with ANDREW EAGLE

Business was always a struggle in Rupsha Bazar, a market on
a Jamuna River shoal in Sirajganj. For many years, small
business operators were at the mercy of costly diesel to run
generators for electricity. Then, in February 2017, local
concern Solargaon Limited backed by the government-
owned Infrastructure Development Company Limited
(IDCOL) opened a Tk 5.14 crore solar power mini-grid that
changed the area's economic outlook and transformed
home life as well.

“1 had to buy up to four litres of diesel per day to run my
computer services business,” says business proprietor
Mokadess Ali Liton from Rupsha Bazar. “I had to start the
generator only after a client arrived because I was struggling
to bear the cost. Since the mini-grid came into service my
business expenses have halved.”

Haider Ali, the owner of an adjacent welding workshop
has also benefited. “Although the electricity bills from the
solar connection are higher than if we were on the national
grid, itis still cheaper than diesel,” he says.

The 130-kilowatt plant that occupies one acre of land uses
solar panels and industrial battery storage to power nine
kilometres of transmission line, connecting 474 subscribers.

“We service some 164 commercial and 310 household
clients,” says the project's manager Sohel Rana. "A whole
range of businesses rely on our output, including battery-
run auto-rickshaw fleets, farms, service and retail sector
enterprises and workshops.”

SEE PAGE 10 COL 5

Solar panels at Rupsharchar village in Sirajganj provide electricity to residents of the shoal in the middle of
Jamuna river. The Tk-5.14 crore mini-grid is an initiative of Solargaon Limited supported by the government-
owned Infrastructure Development Company Limited. The picture was taken last week.
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RAPE OF 2 MARMA GIRLS
Police yet
to arrest 3
accused

OUR CORRESPONDENT,

Bandarban

Police have yet to arrest the
three BGB men accused in a
rape case in Lama upazila of
the district,

However, they arrested
Jonerun Tripura, an indige-
nous woman, who was
accused of calling the
Marma girls out of their
homes and taking them to
the alleged rapists. She was
placed on a one-day remand
by a court.

Zakir Hossain Majumder,
superintendent of police in
Bandarban, said police
would decide whether to
arrest the accused BGB men
after receiving medical
reports of the girls.

Two Marma girls, aged 12
and 17, were allegedly raped
on Wednesday in a remote
area of the upazila.

In a case filed on Friday
with Lama Police Station, the
gitls said they were raped by
BGB jawans Sumon and

Trer Marufof Tirer Deva Campina
I MIRZA SHAKIL bush notfarfrom theirvillage.
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Rivers of fish

Waterway fish
farming a boon for
Madaripur farmers

SuzIT KuMAR DAS with
ANDREW EAGLE

The waterways in
Madaripur's Shibchar upazila
are proving to be an unex-
pected blessing for local fish
farmers. Tilapia cultivation in
rivers and waterholes is
increasingly popular, with
over 450 floating cages
already taking advantage of
this innovative and low-cost
farming method.

"l saw a television
programme about fish
farming in cages, back in
2011," says Tanjil Ahmad,
48, from Sheikhpur village.
“It made me decide to farm
fish. I went to Chandpur
for two weeks to observe it
being done. When I
returned, I started with
thirty cages that same year.”

Tanjil has since invested
Tk 2.5 crore in his fish farm
and earns up to Tk 30 lakh
per annum from his 250
enclosures.

“Each cage is about 20
feet long, 10 feet wide and
six feet deep,” explains
fellow fish farmer Khokon
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Talukder. Tilapia being cultivated in floating cages in Padma Beel in Madaripur's Shibchar upazila. Each cage, about 20 feet PHOTO:

SEEPAGE w0 coL1  long, 10 feet wide and six feet deep, is proving to be effective to grow the fish. The picture was taken recently.

SUZIT KUMAR DAS

REFUGEE CAMPS IN BHASHAN CHAR

Relocation
process ‘'will
start 1n Sept'

MOSTAFA YOUSUEF, Ctg

Bangladesh has planned to begin the relocation process of
the Rohingya refugees, who fled the brutal military crack-
down in Myanmar last year, from all refugee camps to
Bhashan Char from September.

The relocation was supposed to take place before this
year's monsoon, but was delayed as the char was not fully
prepared for habitation, authorities concerned said.

At least 11 recommendations were made to be followed
in the relocation process in a meeting held in Chittagong
this month, joined by high-ups from the Prime Minister's
Office and from district administrations and divisional
commissioners' offices of Noakhali, Cox's Bazar and
Chittagong.

One of the recommendations said that the relocation
must begin and has to be completed between September to
March. The authorities concerned also agreed that
September to March was a safe period for seafaring.

The government will seek help from those in-charge at
the camps, and the Refugee Relief and Repatriation
Commissioner (RRRC) to motivate the refugees to relocate.

Bangladesh Inland Water Transport Authority and
Bangladesh Inland Water Transport Corporation would be
tasked with the normalisation of commuting to and from
the char through a launch service and the setting up of a jetty
at Bhashan Char.
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