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Schoolgirl
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Sunday afternoon, police
said.

Sajjad pressed his pro-
posal again and as she denied,
he pulled her scarf, Faruq said
quoting his daughter.

Hearing her scream,
Sinthi's elder brother
Kawser, a tenth-grader at
the same school, rushed to
the spot, to save his sister.

He was also beaten up
by Sajjad and his relatives,
Faruq said.

When the girl was run-
ning away from the spot
Sajjad stabbed on her back
and fled the scene, alleged
the father.

Faruq lodged a case
accusing four persons -
Sajjad, his father and
brothers-in-law.

Police arrested the three
except for Sajjad, the prime
accused, said Khandaker
Shaker Ahmed, officer-in-
charge (investigation) of
Kotwali Police Station.

Sacked DB police
officer arrested with
10,000 yaba tablets

OUR CORRESPONDENT, N'ganj

Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) yesterday arrested a terminated
officer of the Detective Branch of police and his driver with
10,000 yaba tablets in Siddhirganj area of Narayanganij.

Tk 2.83 lakh collected by selling the contraband drug, a
car, a DB police jacket and a police 1D card were also seized
from sacked assistant sub-inspector Salauddin and his
driver Rony, said Rab.

A Rab team conducted a drive on information that
Salauddin was staying in Siddhirganj Mouchak area to
receive a huge consignment of yaba pills from Teknaf, said
Maj Ashique Billah, acting commander of Rab-11, at a press
conference at its headquarters in Adamjee area.

Salauddin had been on the run since he was fired on charges
ofdrug peddling about eight months ago, said the Rab official.

On July 23, Rab raided his two rented houses in
Narayangnaj city and arrested his accomplice named
Sumon with 5,620 yaba pills and Tk 9 lakh collected from
narcotics sale. But Sumon managed to flee, he said. Later,
Rab filed two cases against him.

During primary interrogation, Sumon admitted that
while he was working as a detective in Narayanganj he
developed connections with some narcotics traders in
Teknaf, said Maj Ashique Billah.
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JOB VACANCIES

The European Commission (EC) funded project titled “Leadership to Ensure
Adequate Nutrition (LEAN)" aims to improve maternal and child nutrition and to

break the perpetual cycle

of undernutrition in 18 selected Upazilas under the

Districts of Rangamati, Bandarban, and Khagrachari in the remote Chittagong Hill
Tracts through a Consortium led by United Purpose (UP). Technical Partners of
this project are Helvetas Swiss Intercooperation, Global Alliance for Improved
Nutrition (GAIN) and Caritas Bangladesh. The Consortium is seeking qualified
and motivated individuals to apply for the following positions. Note that the
recruitment and selection process will be carried out separately by the consortium

partners.

Technical Coordinator- Gender & Community Mobilization, (based in
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managing director of both
Sonargaon Economic Zone
and Sonargaon Resort City,
to refrain from filling up
farmlands, wetlands and
part river Meghna. The apex
court also ordered the dep-
uty commissioner of
Narayanganj to halt the
earth-filling and remove
whatever has been dumped,
in keeping with the previous
court order and an October

2016 letter of the deputy
commissioner himself.

This time the loss of
livelithood of nearly 12,000
villagers on the river
Meghna in Sonargaon looks
definitive with destruction
of their ancestral agricul-
tural land in spite of the
country's highest court's
ban, residents said.

“They have dumped sand
on those lands where we
would cultivate winter crops
in this October and paddy in
December,” said Khaleq.

“By now, we have lost our
ancestral livelihood of
paddy cultivation and be
displaced from our home-
stead too,” said Md Noor
Uddin, a villager of Char
Bhabanathpur, “We have
lost 3 of 3.60 acres of our
paternal farmlands to the
sand-filling.”

During a visit to the
village on July 21, this corre-
spondent found at least five
metal pipes of the unload-
ing dredgers relentlessly
dumping sand on the farm-
land while half a dozen
others remained laid out.

Mohammad Noor Alj,
managing director of
Unique Group, told The

CITY
3 govt bodies issue desist
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We have got our required
amount of land already
filled up.”

He said they have pur-
chased 360 acres farmland
in the said moujas to build
the economic zone and the
land ministry in May last
year approved Unique
Group to hold the said
amount ofland.

Noor Ali argued that
there are two other private
economic zones close to the
proposed site of his,

Pointed out that different
government authorities
have asked him to stop the
earth-filling of farmland,
Noor Ali said, “They mistak-
enly thought it was me.”

Back in 2009, Unique
Group with its company
Unique Property
Development Ltd embarked
on a massive earth-filling
project in a part of river
Meghna and adjoining low-
lying wetlands and agricul-
tural land in six moujas --
Jainpur, Chaihishya, Char
Bhabanathpur, Bhatibanda,
Pirojpur and Ratanpur -- to
make way for a real estate
scheme named Sonargaon
Resort City.

In the face of a hefty
penalty slapped by environ-
ment department in 2011 for
causing colossal damage to
agriculture, environment
and marine ecology, the
developer stopped the move
only to return within a
couple of years giving the
company a different name --
Unique Hotel and Resorts
Limited, a concern of
Unigque Group, to build the
private economic zone.

Following a public inter-
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destruction of the ecologi-
cally-sensitive agricultural
lands, adjoining wetlands
and ecology by the river
Meghna in Jainpur,
Chaihishya, Char
Bhabanathpur, Bhatibanda,
Pirojpur and Ratanpur
moujas.

The court intended to
prevent any further damage
to the villagers who are
largely dependent on agri-
culture, and ordered the
developer to restore the
filled-up agricultural land to
their original state.

Bela Chief Executive
Syeda Rizwana Hasan said
violation of court injunction
was habitual, and the land
ministry's endorsement for
holding 360 acres agricul-
tural land by Unique Group
was in contravention of
agricultural land reform
ordinance. It is unlawful,
she said, adding that they
can retain at best 60 acres.

She further said that the
Meghna private economic
zone is located out of the said
moujas and the other, Aman
private economic zone, is
further away from this area.

Noor Ali's deposition to
the court, environment
department's penalty on
him, BIWT's notice on him
and all the correspondences
of deputy commissioner
and Upazila Nirbahi Officer
in this regard all recognise
the area in question as high-
yield fertile agricultural
land and river foreshore,
said Rizwana.

PM likely to hold
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alleviation, people-to-people contacts, counter-terrorism
and climate change.

BANGLADESH COMMITTED TO BIMSTEC

Meanwhile, Bangladesh High Commissioner to India Syed
Muazzem Ali has called on BIMSTEC nations to enhance
their security cooperation to “defeat terrorism in all its
forms and manifestations’.

He was speaking at a panel discussion yesterday with
heads of BIMSTEC member states' missions in India.

Referring to Sheikh Hasina's zero-tolerance approach to
terrorism, Muazzem Ali said that Bangladesh is off-limits to
any terrorist activities.

The envoy said security cooperation among BIMSTEC
countries has increased.

Bangladesh sees BIMSTEC forum as a tool for economic
development through regional integration, he said.

The envoy mentioned that Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
was one of the four founding leaders who had inspired the
launching of BIMSTEC in 1997,

Hosting the BIMSTEC Secretariat in Dhaka since 2014 isa
testimony of Bangladesh's commitment, he added.

The panel discussion was organised by Federation of
Indian Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

Take action against
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those to their respective educational institutions.

Besides, the meeting issued directives on reading out the
leaflet before Jumma prayers at all mosques in the country,
publishing the content of the leaflet in the teachers' portal
and making students aware of traffic rules during their daily
assembly.

Moreover, directives have also been given to local admin-
istrations for arranging health tests for drivers and traffic
awareness discussions at “mothers’ gatherings”.

Officials of the PMO, education ministry, DMP and
Bangladesh Scouts were present at the meeting, while sev-
eral officials from eight divisions and officials of the Scouts
and Girl Guides Association were connected via
videoconference.




