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Rawhide traders
cash-strapped

Tanners' poor payment of arrears can make
traders unable to buy hide this Eid

REFAYET ULLAH MIRDHA and ANWAR ALI

With two days to Eid, local traders fear rotting or smuggling of unsold raw-
hide of sacrificial animals as tanners have not paid the arrears with which
they could buy the hides.

The tanners owe rawhide merchants across the country Tk 350 crore
accumulated over the last four years, said Delwar Hossain, president of
Bangladesh Hide & Skin Merchants' Association, the main platform of

rawhide traders.

“We have not received the arrears so far to purchase the rawhide,” said
Shariful Islam, president of Natore Rawhide Merchants Group. Natore is
the country's second largest rawhide market after Posta in Dhaka.

The traders expect payment of at least 30 percent of the arrears by tomor-
row. But only a few tanners have committed to pay and many were giving
the excuse that they had to move their tanneries from Hazaribagh to Savar.

Delwar said only 10 percent tanners have so far assured that they would
make the payment by Monday.

“But, we are expecting at least 30 percent payment by tomorrow [Mon-
day]. If the payment is not made, there is a possibility the rawhide would
eitherrot orsmuggled,” he told The Daily Star over phone.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 5

Biman Bangladesh Airlines' first Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner gets a water salute on arrival at Hazrat
Shahjalal International Airport yesterday. The aircraft has been christened “Akashbeena” by Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina.

Biman gets
its first
Dreamliner

UNB, Dhaka

Biman Bangladesh Airlines
is all set to enter a new era
with its first Boeing 787-8,
known as the Dreamliner,
/ joining its fleet at Hazrat
Shahjalal International
Airport yesterday.

After landing, it was
received with spray of the
water cannons. It flew 15
hours nonstop to reach
Dhaka from Seattle's Boeing
factory.

The new aircraft was
received by Biman's
Chairman Air Marshal
(retd) Muhammad Enamul
Bari, along with its CEO and
members of its board of
directors.

Bari told reporters that
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina was scheduled to
inaugurate the first flight of
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Rape accused let go
on technicality

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bogra

~siaL

Social Islami Bank Limited

Officer-in-charge of Dhunat Police Station freed a rape
accused, who is a member of Dhunat upazila unit Awami
League, four hours after he was arrested on Friday night.

Sl (oo OC Khan Mohammad Erfan said Md Al-Helal, 42, of
PRAYER TIMING ﬂUGUﬁT 20 | Pirhati village of the upazila, was released as the address of
Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha | {he accused in the warrant was mentioned wrongly. In the

AZAN 4-2512-454-45 6-38 8-00

warrant, it was said Helal was from Shyamgati instead of
Pirhati village,
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In Loving Memories Qf.

Mashroor Sharar Azam
08/06/1993- 20/08/2013

Today in this fifth death anniversary of our beloved son
Mashroor Sharar Azam- families, relatives, friends &
well-wishers are requested to pray for his departed soul

May Almighty Allah grant him jannah.

On Behalf of his family-
Md. Moshiul Azam Shajal
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ASIAN GAMES
Booters stun

QQatar, make
history

SPORTS REPORTER from Jakarta

Bangladesh carved a small
piece of history by moving
into the knockout stage of
the football event of the
Asian Games for the first
time with a stunning 1-0
win over mighty Qatar at
the Patriot Stadium in
Jakarta yesterday:.

Captain Jamal Bhuiyan
struck the all-important
goal deep into stoppage
time of the second half to
help Bangladesh U-23
finish behind group cham-
pions Uzbekistan with four
points from three outings.

Bangladesh had started
their campaign with a
disappointing 3-0 defeat to
former champions
Uzbekistan, but the boys in
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MP cycles to
hospital to
give birth

CNN ONLINE

Kerala tflood toll
hits 370

Desperate search on for thousands
stranded without food or water

AFP, Thrissur

A New Zealand lawmaker made her
own way to a hospital to have her
baby, covering the kilometres from
her suburban home to a maternity
ward on a bicycle.

The move neatly ties together
Green Party MP Julie Anne Genter's
roles as Minister for Woman and
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Rescuers yesterday searched submerged villages in southwest India in a
desperate hunt for survivors after floods killed at least 370 people and drove
more than 700,000 from their homes.

Entire villages in Kerala have been swept away in the state's worst floods
in a century. Rescuers fear the death toll will rise as they reach areas almost
entirely underwater.

Thousands remain trapped -- often without food or water -- in towns and
villages cut off by the floods, and heavy rain forecast in coming days threat-
ens to compound the disaster.

Nearly 725,000 people have taken shelter in relief camps, state govern-
ment spokesman Subhash TV told AFP yesterday.

Bedraggled survivors massing at evacuation centres have described des-
perate scenes after days without food or water.

"They were the scariest hours of our life," 20-year-old Inderjeet Kumar
told AFP at a church doubling as a relief shelter in the hard-hit Thrissur
district.

"There was no power, no food and no water -- even though it was all
around us."
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