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“He is drunk on power. He really is, and | think hes abus-

ing the powers of that office.”
JOHN BRENNAN, FORMER CIA DIRECTOR, CRITICISES US PRESIDENT DONALD
TRUMP FOR REVOKING HIS SECUIRITY CLEARANCE

“If people lose faith in the judiciary, anarchic situa-

tions will arise in society.”
NHRC CHAIRMAN KAZI REAZUL HOQUE AT A PROGRAMME AT THE DAILY
STAR CENTRE

let any movement take shape.”
JP CHAIRMAN HM ERSHAD ABOUT ROAD SAFETY
PROTESTS

Seven killed
in the hills

3 UPDF men, 4 bystanders

die as gunmen open fire at 2
places in Khagrachhari town

33 KILLINGS IN
CHT THIS YEAR

STAR REPORT

Seven people, including three
leaders of United People's

Democratic Front (UPDEF), uppF 15 PUSS

were killed and six injured in (MN Larma)
two gun attacks in UPDF 11
Khagrachharitownyesterday. | (Democratic) . o

With these, 33 people
have been killed in violence

1 People

involving political parties in

Rangamati and Khagrachhari this year.

Around 8:30am yesterday, two groups of gunmen went
to UPDF-dominated Swanirvar Market area of
Khagrachhari town on three-wheelers and opened fire.

They killed six, including three bystanders, just 50 yards

from Swanirvar police outpost.

When supporters of UPDF brought out a protest

ANOTHER STORY ON PAGE 2

SEE PAGE 2 COL 2

[.ot of actions,
but no result!

Quader heads 3 committees
for safe roads, holds meetings
rarely, delivers very little

M ABUL KALAM AZAD

Hold meetings, make decisions and then forget all about
them.

This has been the practice of successive governments
regarding road safety in the past three decades. Since the
mid-80s, each government has undertaken numerous
initiatives to reduce road crashes, but they are gathering
dust at the Road Transport and Bridges Ministry.

Several high-profile committees with ministers, officials,
experts and transport leaders have also been formed to
discuss the never-ending problems in the sector and find
solutions. They too have failed to deliver, leading to fre-
quent accidents, killing thousands every year on roads and
highways across the country.

One such accident, which killed two college students on
July 29 in the capital, brought thousands of school and
college students, out onto the streets for a week, demanding
improved safety measures.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

Kofi Annan

Ppasses away

AGENCIES

Former UN chief and
Nobel peace laureate Kofi
Annan died yesterday at the
age of 80, prompting a
barrage of tributes and
condolences from around
the world for the "diplo-
matic rock star”.

The Ghanaian national,

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1

Imran Khan
Sworn in as
Pakistan PM

Vows to bring end

to corruption
AFP, [slamabad

Pakistan's new Prime
Minister Imran Khan was
SWOTIn in at a ceremony in
Islamabad yesterday, usher-
ing in a new political era as
the World Cup cricket hero
officially took the reins of
power in the nuclear-armed
country.

The ceremony at the
President's House in the
capital marks the end of
decades of rotating leader-
ship between the ousted
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) and the
Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP), punctuated by peri-
ods of army rule.

A tearful Khan smiled as
he stumbled over some of

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1

Girls'

supremacy

finally over

SPORTS REPORTER

Defending champions Bangladesh put
up a below-par performance in the final
of the SAFF U-15 Women's
Championship as they suffered a 1-0
defeat to India at the Changlimithang
Stadium in Thimphu yesterday.

The defeat meant that the girls in red
and green lost their stranglehold on the
region's football to neighbouring India,
who avenged their 1-0 defeat to
Bangladesh in last edition's final in
Dhaka last December.

The victory also saw India stop their
losing streak to Bangladesh, who
defeated the Indian U-14 and U-15 teams
twice each in 2016 and 2017. Meanwhile,

the Bangladesh girls lost their regional
supremacy three years after clinching the
AFC U-14 Girls' Regional Championship
in 2015, which they followed up by
retaining the title in 2016 and winning
the inaugural SAFF U-15 Women's
Championshipin2017.

Sunita Munda separated the sides with
a 66th-minute strike, side-volleying a cross
over Bangladeshi goalkeeper Mahmuda
Akther. It was the first time Mahmuda had
conceded in this tournament.

Bangladesh had displayed vibrant
performances in the group stages and
semifinal, but were not up to their usual
imperious standards in the final. Luck
also eluded them as Monica Chakma

SEE PAGE 13 COL 4

The mood of the Bangladesh girls is quite understandable after

their shock 1-0 defeat against India in the SAFF Women's
Under-15 Championship final at the Changlimithang Stadium in

Thimphu yesterday.
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End crackdown,

free protesters

Amnesty Int'l urges govt
over road safety protests

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Amnesty International has called on
Bangladesh to end the ongoing crackdown
on the road safety protesters.

Various law enforcement agencies
arrested nearly 100 people, including some
on charges of spreading “rumours” under
a controversial provision of cybercrime
law, the Al said in a statement on Friday.

The arrests came two weeks after thou-
sands of school students took to Dhaka
streets demanding safe roads. And now a
pall of fear has gripped the civil society
with protesters being subjected to “intense
surveillance online and arbitrary arrests”.

“The Bangladeshi authorities must end
this crackdown and release all protesters

SEE PAGE 10 COL 4

It will curtail
free speech

Journalists, authors, rights activists voice
concern over proposed Digital Security Act

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Stressing the need for a law amid growing concerns over the country's rap-
idly flourishing information technology sector, journalists, authors and
rights activists yesterday said that if the proposed digital security bill was
passed with its current content, it will severely curtail freedom of the press
and expression.

Once passed in parliament, the law could also be misused to shrink
people’s freedom of thoughts and their right to express opinions on differ-
ent mediums, including on digital platforms, they said.

They were addressing a roundtable on "Proposed Digital Security Law:
Further Thoughts” arranged by the Bangladesh chapter of PEN
International, a global association of writers, at the Jatiya Press Club.

The Digital Security Bill, 2018, was placed in parliament on April 9 amid
growing concerns from journalists and rights activists.
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