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airy-fairy promises before the election.

ARE YOU SEEING THIS, MAYOR? The footpath and a large portion of the road on
Gazipur Chowrasta, one of the busiest intersections outside Dhaka, takes an ugly
look as street vendors occupy it while dirty water floods it. This is besides illegal
parking of all types of vehicles — motorised and non-motorised — which most
often creates crippling traffic jams in the area, inset. With Gazipur city getting a
new mayor in late June, residents wonder if the city will get better, or it was all
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Work to materialise
Bangabandhu's 'Sonar
Bangla': Chief justice

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Chief Justice Syed Mahmud Hossain yesterday urged all to
work together with a target to materialise the dream of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman for building the
county as “Sonar Bangla”.

“The Father of the Nation had a dream to turn the
country into a Sonar Bangla. Our responsibility and
target will be to work to implement the dream. If it is
done, his [Bangabandhu] departed soul will have
peace,” he said.

The chief justice was speaking at a blood donation
programme organised by the Supreme Court in associa-
tion with Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical
University at the SC auditorium, marking National
Mourning Day. Supreme Court judges, officials and statf
attended the programme.

He said August 15 is the most shocking and watershed
day in the history of Bangladesh, as Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and most of his
family members were brutally assassinated on this day
in1975.

Justice Syed Mahmud Hossain paid respect to memories
of all the martyrs of August 15, 1975.

Supreme Court Registrar General Dr Md Zakir
Hossain also spoke on the occasion, among others.

Earlier in the morning, the chief justice paid homage to
the Father of the Nation by placing wreaths at his portrait
in front of Bangabandhu Memorial Museum at
Dhanmondi Road 32 in Dhaka.

23 HC benches
to operate
during court
vacation

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Chief Justice (CJ) Syed
Mahmud Hossain has con-
stituted 23 High Court (HC)
benches with its 36 judges
for disposing of cases during
the ongoing annual vaca-
tion.

The High Court and
Appellate Division of the
Supreme Court (SC) went
on a 47-day vacation yester-
day and will reopen on
October 1.

The C] also assigned
Justice M Imman Ali and
Justice Hasan Foez
Siddique, two judges of the
Appellate Division, to run
the chamber courts during
the vacation, SC Registrar
General Dr Md Zakir
Hossain said.

Of the 23 wvacation
benches, 13 are two-
member (division) benches
and 10 are one-member
(single bench).

According to a notice
issued by the SC administra-
tion on its website on
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Homage to Bangabandhu

National Mourning Day observed worldwide

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Thousands of Bangladeshis across the world
observed National Mourning Day yesterday
with due solemnity, marking the 43rd mar-
tyrdom anniversary of Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

Bangladesh missions abroad organised
Mourning Day programmes participated by
members of the Bangladesh community,
students, expatriates and people from host
countries.

The day began with hoisting the national
flag at half mast. Other programmes
included: observing one minute's silence;
placing wreaths at Bangabandhu's portrait;
reading out messages from the president,
prime minister, foreign minister and state
minister for foreign affairs; milad mahfils;
special prayers for Bangabandhu and his
family members; panel discussions and
screening of a documentary on
Bangabandhu.

NEW DELHI

Marking the anniversary of his martyrdom,
Bangladesh High Commission paid glowing
tributes to Bangabandhu.

The mission also paid homage to his
family members who were killed on the
fateful night of August 15, 1975.

Officials, staff and family members joined
High Commissioner Syed Muazzem Ali in
placing floral tributes before the portrait of
Bangabandhu at the mission's Maitree Hall.

The high commissioner earlier hoisted the
national flag at half mast, followed by a
minute's silence.

A panel discussion on “Bangabandhu's
Vision for Peace, Stability and Development
in the South Asian Region and Beyond” was
also held.

Moderated by Deputy High Commissioner
Rokeb-ul-Haque, the discussion was attended
by panellists -- Prof SD Muni of Jawaharlal
Nehru University; Venkat Narayan, president of
Foreign Correspondents Club of South Asia;
and Dr Kavita Sharma, president of South Asian
University.

BANGKOK

A special programme was held on the
embassy premises in Bangkok, participated
by a large number of expatriates -- from

UNESCAP and other international organisa-
tions, businessmen, students as well as
locals, especially schoolchildren.

In her statement, Bangladesh Ambassador
in Thailand Saida Muna Tasneem condemned
the killing of Bangabandhu and termed it one
of the most shameful and inhumane incidents
in world history.

She paid a rich tribute to the Father of the
Nation for his fearless leadership, as well as his
diplomatic achievements between 1972-75
towards Bangladesh's international recogni-
tion and membership in the UN.

MANILA
At a discussion at Bangladesh embassy in
Manila, Ambassador Asad Alam Siam said
the nation will be forever grateful to
Bangabandhu for his bold leadership in
achieving the country's independence.

He also called on all to materialise
Bangabandhu's dream of “Sonar Bangla”.

HANOI
The Mourning Day programmes began with
hoisting the national flag at half-mast by
Ambassador Samina Naz. A wreath was also
placed at the portrait of Bangabandhu.

Apart from embassy officials and employees,
expatriates and locals attended the event.

JAKARTA
Bangladesh embassy in Indonesia arranged
various programmes to observe the day.

A discussion was held on the book
“Karagarer Rojnamcha: A Jail Diary with a
Difference” at the embassy. Presided over by
Ambassador Maj Gen Azmal Kabir, Assistant
Press Secretary to the Prime Minister Asif

Kabir spoke at the event.

SEOUL

Bangladesh embassy in Seoul observed the
day with due solemnity. The embassy
arranged a daylong programme to mark the
occasion,

The day started with hoisting the national
flag at half mast by Ambassador Abida Islam.
Drawing and essay writing competitions
were organised at the
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College student
found dead in
Botanical Garden

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A college student was found
dead at National Botanical
Garden in Dhaka's Mirpur
yesterday.

The youth was identified
as Shaheen, 18, a student of
BAF Shaheen College, said
Anwar Hossein, officer-in-
charge (OC) of Shah Al
Police Station.

“A staffer of the botanical
garden called us over phone
around 5:30pm and said
there was a body lying in the
bushes,” said Anwar
Hossein.

Police rushed the boy to
Shaheed Suhrawardy
Medical College Hospital,
where doctors declared
him dead. A cell phone
was also recovered from
his possession, which was
used to contact his family
and identify him, the OC
said.

There were no injury
marks on his body or signs
of struggle, police said.
However, the cause of death
was yet to be ascertained.

Shaheen had left the
house at around 11:00am,
Anwar Hossain quoted
family members as saying,
adding that they said he had
been mentally disturbed
lately:.

His body was sent to the
Shaheed Suhrawardy
Medical College morgue for
autopsy.

No case was filed until
last night in this connection.
However, police said more
about his death may be
known after receiving the
autopsy report, and a case
might be filed after it is
available.

Jukta Front to
campaign for

democracy
Countrywide programmes

This govt worse than
that of 1/11: Fakhrul

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

next month

'Graft-ridden' BRTA in ACC's radar,
warns Igbal Mahmood

Says it's being spared for now on 'strategic grounds'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

sion will give emphasis on taking

Cautioning corrupt officials of
Bangladesh Road Transport Authority
(BRTA), Anti-Corruption Commission
(ACC) Chairman Igbal Mahmood
yesterday said they are sparing the
"graft-ridden” state-run organisation
for the time being on strategic

grounds.

Igbal was addressing a discussion
on National Mourning Day organised
at ACC's Segunbagicha headquarters,
says a press release.

“We're monitoring BRTA's activi-
ties and due to strategic reason we're
not interfering right now,” the ACC
chairman said, adding that if BRTA
does anything unlawful, the commis-

legal action against them on public
interest.

“If BRTA were free of corruption,
then how could worn out and head-
light broken vehicles get fitness certifi-
cate?” he said.

Paying rich tribute to Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and his fam-
ily members, he said the National
Mourning Day is also a day of shame.
“Because, I'm a citizen of a country for
which Bangabandhu made supreme
sacrifice and some miscreants of the
country killed him brutally,” said
Igbal.

Referring to the recent student
movement demanding safe roads, he

said, "The bright faces of children,
teenagers and youths who pointed out
our failure, give me hope. This genera-
tion truly nurtures the ideology of the
Father of the Nation.”

Igbal said during the movement,
children stopped a wvehicle that was
carrying logo of ACC. "As soon as we
got the information, we've taken legal
action against the responsible persons.
We didn't spare anyone and will notdo
so in future,” he said,

Among others, ACC Commissioner
AFM Aminul Islam, Director General
Muhammad Joynul Bari, Director Syed
Igbal Hossain and Deputy Director
Golam Shahriar Chowdhury spoke at
the event.

—

Please Call: (+88) 01730-018458,
(+88) 01799-998188, (+88) 01799-998182

Residential and Commercial Plots to be Sold at |

PRIME LOCATIONS

Near the 300 feet wide Purbachal Highway and 100 feet
wide Madani Avenue, not far from the city’s aristocratic
neighborhood Gulshan, Baridhara and
US Embassy — some plots are ready for
Residential and Commercial establishments which are
to be sold at attractive prices.

UNB, Dhaka

Jukta Front, led by Dr
Badruddoza Chowdhury, will
carry out campaigns and
hold rallies across the country
in September to mobilise
public support against “un-
democratic” forces.

Jukta Front leaders took
the decision at a meeting at
its chairman's Baridhara
residence yesterday.

As per decision of the
meeting, they will hold
organisational meetings and
rallies in all divisions, districts
and upazilas after Eid-ul-
Azha, which will continue
throughout September.

The main objective is to
unite people against “un-
democratic” forces, said a
press release.

The meeting also
decided to unite all to
create a national spirit
against repression, despo-
tism and undemocratic
activities. It will also wel-
come all political parties,
professionals and civil
society members, who
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BNP yesterday alleged that the incumbent government is worse
than that of the 1/11 army-backed caretaker government, as it
has snatched all the basic rights of people and political parties.

“The illegal 1/11 government had imprisoned our leader
|[Khaleda Zia| through a conspiracy. But she forced that
regime to withdraw the state of emergency and free her. The
current fascist government is worse than them [1/11
regime],” said Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir, secretary gen-
eral of the party.

He made the allegation after offering prayers at a milad
mahfil at the party's Nayapaltan headquarters, marking
party chairperson Khaleda Zia's 74th birthday.

Fakhrul also urged party leaders and activists to wage a
movement, even if they have to risk their lives, to force the
government to free their Chairperson Khaleda Zia from
jail.

Criticising the government for “repressing” students who
waged a movement seeking safe roads, Fakhrul said, "The
government brutally repressed the students' non-political
movement. Students are being arrested and picked up. Even
girls are not being spared.”

To get out of the situation, the BNP leader said there is no
alternative for political parties to waging a strong movement.

"As a political party, it is our duty to restore democracy
and people’s rights and free Khaleda Zia,"” he said.

Remembering Khaleda's role in democratic movements,
he said she took to the streets for nine years and ensured the
fall of an autocratic regime in the 90s.

The party held doa mahfil in all upazilas and districts
across the country praying for Khaleda's wellbeing and
release from jail.

The BNP chairperson has been behind bars since her
conviction in Zia Orphanage Trust graft case by a lower
court on February 8.
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