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Bridges lie useless due to lack of approach roads
on 1) Khormatola canal in Dumki upazila and 2)
Chatra canal in Mirzaganj upazila of Patuakhali, 3)
the damaged approach road of Chanduail bridge
on Kalmakanda-Durgapur road in Netrakona
remains without repair, 4) people use a locally
made bamboo bridge at Dhairkhata village in
Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila and 5) another one at
Auliapur village in Patuakhali Sadar upazila in
absence of concretebridgesthere. .. 070: sTAR

Bridges that are unable to bridge

Lack of approach roads, risky bamboo bridges bring suffering to people

STAR COUNTRY DESK

Thousands of people are suffering due to col-
lapse of bridges and lack of approach roads at
different places of Patuakhali, Netrakona and
Lalmonirhat.

Our Patuakhali Correspondent reports:
Two bridges in Mirzaganj and Dumki
upazilas, completed three years and one year
ago respectively, are lying useless due to lack
of its approach roads.

In Mirzaganj, Local Government Engineering
Department (LGED) built a 9.15-metre-long
bridge on Chatra canal at a cost of Tk 19.50 lakh
three years ago to ease communication with
Mirzaganjupazila town.

But local people cannot use the bridge as the
approach road has not been made.

In Dumki, LGED built a bridge on
Khormatola canal at Jalisha village at a cost of
about Tk 25 lakh a year ago to ease communica-
tion with Dumki upazila headquarter.

“But we can't use it as its approach road
hasn't completed,” said Md Shahjahan, a
local resident.

Meanwhile, people of five villages includ-
ing a good number of schoolchildren are
suffering for long as they have to cross a 250-
foot-long bamboo bridge on Gorai canal in
Patuakhali Sadar upazila for going to school
and communicating with the upazila town
and the district headquarters.

The Gorai canal is situated on the bound-
ary lines of Auliapur, Motherbunia and

Morichbunia unions, all under Patuakhali
Sadar upazila.

At least 150 children of Motherbunia and
Morichbunia have to cross the bamboo bridge to
go to Pashchim Auliapur Government Primary
School and adjacent Auliapur Adarsha High
School situated on the east bank of Gorai canal.

Md Humayun Kabir, chairman of Auliapur
Union Parishad, said they submitted prayer to
different authorities including LGED to build a
bridge on the canal but no step has been taken.

Md Hossen Ali Mir, Patuakhali Sadar
upazila engineer of LGED, said, “We sent a
proposal to the higher authority to build a
bridge on the canal. If we get allocation we will
construct the bridge.”

Our Mymensingh Correspondent reports:
Movement of vehicles other than very small ones
has virtually stopped on Kalmakanda-Durgapur
road in Netrakona as the approach road of
Chanduail Bridge got damaged on Friday due to
landslide amid heavy rain and huge pressure of
water from hills across the border.

This is the only road to connect with
Kalmakanda and Durgapur upazilas and
Netrakona Sadar, locals said.

The approach road of the 40-metre-long
bridge was in bad shape for months but the
authorities concerned did not take any step
earlier, said Abul Hossain, a truck driver.

Farmers will be seriously affected if the sus-
pension of plying of goods carrying vehicles
continues, said Md Saiful Islam, executive mems-

ber of Kalmakanda upazila Awami League,

Contacted, Kalmakanda upazila LGED engi-
neer Md Haider Ali Miah said, “"For repair of the
approach road, a Tk 19 lakh work order was
earlier passed. We are pursuing the assigned
contractors to start the work soon.”

Qur Lalmonirhat Correspondent adds: A
bridge over Kumor Dola canal at Dhairkhata
village of Lalmonirhat Sadar upzaila's Kulaghat
union collapsed during last year's flood but it is
yet to be reconstructed.

People of Dhairkhata, Shakher Bazar,
Madoner Chak, Kodalkhata and Saptana
villages use the route for their communica-
tion and transporting goods to the district
town and other areas.

“After a month of the bridge collapse in
September last year, we set a bamboo bridge
there on our own expenditure. We set another
new bamboo bridge there in last month,” said
Azizul Islam Aziz, 52, a resident of Shakher
Bazarvillage.

"Now we use the route for communication
but we can't use it for transporting agricultural
products by vehicles,” Lutfar Rahman, 45, of the
same village said.

Kulaghat Union Parishad Chairman Idris Ali
said they submitted application to the LGED
authority for reconstruction of the bridge.

LGED's Lalmonirhat Sadar Upazila Engineer
Mokhlesur Rahman said demand note was sent
seeking fund to the higher authorities for con-

'Punish attackers
of journalists'

STAR COUNTRY DESK

Journalists in ditferent districts across the country yesterday
formed human chains and held rallies demanding punish-
ment of the criminals who attacked newsmen covering the
recent students' movement for road safety:.

Over a hundred journalists from different print and
electronic media took part at a human chain in front of
Tangail Press Club.

Speakers at the programme condemned the brutal attack on
the journalists while they were performing professional duty.

They warned of tougher agitation if the attackers are not
broughtto bookin ashort time.

They urged journalists for performing their professional
duties properly so that the plan of the vested quarters that
attacked the newsmen does not succeed.

They criticised the information minister for 'notstanding
beside' the tortured journalists.

Journalists took part at a human chain in front of
Mymensingh Press Club.

Speakers at the programme urged the government to take
steps for preventing attacks on the newsmen for the sake of
ensuring press freedom.

Journalists formed a human chain in front of Rangpur
Press Club demanding immediate arrest and exemplary
punishment of the attackers on their colleagues.

The speakers at the programme urged the law enforcers to
identify the helmet wearing goons who attacked the journalists.

They also demanded immediate release of eminent
photojournalist Shahidul Alam.

Journalists participated at a rally in Khagrachhari town
demanding steps for security of journalists.

Representatives from several socio-cultural organisa-
tions and NGOs attended the programme, expressing soli-
darity with the newsmen's demands.

Rajshahi Union of Journalists formed a human chain in the
city's Alupotti area demanding exemplary punishment of the
goons who attacked journalists when the latter were covering
the students’ protest programmes for safe roads.

The speakers at the programme condemned the law
enforcers for failure to ensure security of the newsmen
during the incidents.

Journalists in Jhenidah staged a demonstration and
formed a human chain at Post Office More in the town
demanding punishment of the attackers on the journalists.

Under the banner of Pirojpur Reporters' Unity, a human
chain was formed in Club Road area of Pirojpur town.

The speakers demanded exemplary punishment of the attack-
erson journalists in Dhaka and different areas of the country.

Our correspondents from the respective areas contrib-
uted to writing this report.

Ex-minister
FROM PAGE 2

During primary interroga-
tion, the duo confessed their
involvement in drug trade,
the OC claimed.

In Khulna, five people
were arrested along with
1,050 yaba tablets and six
bottles of Phensedyl syrup
from the city yesterday.
Among the arrestees are
Assistant Sub-Inspector
Abdullah Al Mamum of
Armed Police Battalion,
constable Sohanur Rahman
of Criminal Investigation
Department and three
officials of Sonali Jute Mills
Ltd.

Mosharraf Hossain, OC
of Khalispur Police Station,
said they picked up Mamun
and Mehbub Bin Aftab from
Aidjar Mor around 12:45pm
along with 1,000 yaba pills.

Based on information
provided by the duo, the law
enforcers arrested Sohanur,
Nahid Sheikh and Sohel Beg
from Jogipol area under
Khanjahan Ali Police
Station along with 50 yaba
pills and six bottles of
Phensedyl, he added.

BNP focuses

FROM PAGE 2

Party sources said the meet-
ing emphasised taking help
from party's acting chair-
man Tarique Rahman if
needed.

The meeting sources said
Jamaat-e-Islami's role in
Sylhet city polls was also
discussed.

A senior leader wishing
anonymity told The Daily
Star that the meeting dis-
cussed the next general
election but most of the
leaders opined for not par-
ticipating in the polls with-
out Khaleda.
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Transport owners check the driving licence of a truck driver in Joypurhat town yesterday during a drive by
Joypurhat Transport Owners' Association.

Row over distribution
of rice for the poor

UP members assaulted by chairman's son in Pabna

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

The vulnerable group feeding (VGF) rice
distribution was halted yesterday at Ekdanta
union in Atghoria upazila over internal
conflict between the union parishad (UP)
chairman and its members.

The supporters of chairman led by his
son beat up UP members.

"When the rice distribution began
among the VGF card holders at Ekdanta
Government Primary School, five to six
people led by Mahfuzur Rahman, son
of the UP chairman, attacked me," UP
member Md Abu Sayed told this corre-
spondent .

"They beat me up for not distributing
rice for the poor according to their
instruction. They also assaulted other
UP members when they came to my
rescue,” Sayed added.

Protesting the attack all the UP members
left the spot, said female UP member Dina
Khatun. She said they were also assaulted
during the incident. Protesting the attack
they left the spot, Dina added.

Refuting the allegation, Mahafuzur said
the people got agitated over cheating in
weight during distribution of VGF rice.

“Although 20 kg of rice was allocated
against each card, Sayed member was giving
15 to16 kg. The people might have got angry
at this and attacked him,” Mahafuzur said.
He, however, claimed that he was not pres-
ent during the incident.

Later, Atghoria upazila Project
Implementation Officer (PIO) Md Abdul
Karim resumed the rice distribution
programme. Karim said they found that the
rice was being distributed among the VGF
card holders in correct weight.
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