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Militants
trying to
regroup

Police step up
monitoring, take
preventive steps

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Radical Islamist groups are
trying to forge a single
platform with the aim to

national elections, intelli-
gence agencies alerted the
home ministry recently.

So-called Bangladeshi
jihadists in and around
Syria are tipped to be piec-
ing fragmented extremist
groups together,

Law enforcement agen-
cies, which claimed to have
dismantled the terror net-
work through at least 60
anti-militancy operations
since the 2016 Holey
Artisan terror attack in the
capital, did not leave any-
thing to chances.

On receipt of a confi-
dential report from the
home ministry, the police
headquarters has already
stepped up monitoring and
taken preventive steps to

" Mizan alias Boma Mizan, a top
* bomb expert and leader of main-
create anarchy ahead of the © ... Jama'atul Mujahideen
. Bangladesh (JMB) who was
* snatched by fellow militants from
- a prison van four years ago in
. Mymensingh, has finally been

" arrested in India.

. elite anti-terror probe body,
. National Investigation Agency (NIA), arrested Jahidul Islam
" Mizan, 38, at Ramanagara near Bengaluru on Monday,
* according to an NIA press release.

Q'Boma Mizan'
held in India

. India's elite anti-terror body
- NIA reveals his arrest from
- Bengaluru on Monday

" STAR REPORT

India's Intelligence Bureau and

The arrest of Mizan has brought relief among the

. counterterrorism officials in Bangladesh, as they believe
" they would now be able to get the total blueprint of JMB, of
- which a huge number of members are hiding in India.

"A big portion of mainstream JMB is absconding and

- hiding in India and we often share information with our
' Indian counterparts in this regard,” Mohibul Islam Khan,
- deputy commissioner of Counter Terrorism and
. Transnational Crime unit of Dhaka Metropolitan Police,
" told The Daily Star yesterday.

“We are hopeful we will now be able to solve the puzzle

. of a number of militant cases including Trishal prison van
. attack after interrogating Mizan in either India or
SEE PAGE 12 COL 1 °

SEE PAGE 12 COL 4

Instead of having a number plate, this motorcycle plies a road in the capital's
Tejgaon industrial area yesterday with a plate that reads “CID-135". Inset, another
bike with no number plate in the same area. Such violations of traffic rules are
taking place even during the ongoing Traffic Week. PHOTO: AMRAN HOSSAIN
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THE ORIGIN OF LIFE
Ancient meteorite

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Tokyo pledges Dhaka
help on all fronts

Says Japan FM; Bangladesh requests review
of travel alert placed after Gulshan attack

INSTIGATING STUDENTS

4 sued under
section 57
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Trump reimposes
sanctions on Iran

Warns world against business
with Tehran as European allies
seek ways to mitigate impact

Police yesterday sued four
youths, including two
leaders of Bangladesh
Chhatra Federation, under
section 57 of the ICT Act
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Japan will further promote the Japan-Bangladesh
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for their activities on the i

social media.
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offers new clues
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Comprehensive Partnership and continue to fully
support Bangladesh's development on all fronts so
that the country can attain the status of a middle-
income country by 2021.

For this, Japan has sought a safe and conducive

Scientists have found clues in an

ancient meteorite that could

explain the origins of life — not just

on our planet but elsewhere.

investment environment and asked the
Bangladesh government to continue to secure the
safety of Japanese people.

While raising the issue during separate meetings with Prime Minister

The new discovery looked at

Sheikh Hasina and Foreign Minister AH Mahmood Ali, Japanese Foreign

The four are Maruf
Hossain, 23, joint secretary
and Aziur Rahman, 20,
political study affairs secre-
tary of Chhatra Federation's
city unit, Imdadul Haque
Anik, 24, final year student
of applied physics at
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US President Donald Trump yesterday warned the world
against doing business with Iran as he hailed the "most
biting sanctions ever imposed”, triggering a mix of anger,
fear and defiance in Tehran.

"The Iran sanctions have officially been cast. These are
the most biting sanctions ever imposed, and in November
they ratchet up to yet another level," Trump wrote on
Twitter.

"Anyone doing business with Iran will NOT be doing
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came to support life.

rocks that formed during the very
birth of our solar system, 4.5 billion
years ago. By peering back into that
ancient time, astronomers can try
and understand how our Earth
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Minister Taro Kono also asked Dhaka to share information on the basis of
the charge-sheet submitted to court regarding the July 1, 2016, Holey
Artisan terrorist attack that left 22 people, including seven Japanese, dead.
Talking to reporters last night, Press Secretary of the foreign affairs minis-
try of Japan, Takeshi Osuga, said the Bangladesh PM had given assurances
that an incident like the 2016 attack would never happen in Bangladesh as
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