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New speed bumps on Rajshahi

highways pose potential danger

RCC, RHD constructing them on 'government

ANWAR ALI, Rajshahi

In the wake of ongoing student protests for
safe roads in the country, the government has
taken an initiative to install 25 speed breakers
on highways in Rajshahi which in fact,
according to experts, could take more lives
than they would probably save.

Within a night, the Rajshahi City
Corporation (RCC) built four speed bumps
on Rajshahi-Naogaon highway in
Nowdapara and Shalbagan areas on Friday.

RCC will construct 19 more speed break-
ers, near all schools and colleges in the city,
said its chief engineer Ashraful Haque.

Roads and Highways Department (RHD)
started constructing two more on Rajshahi-
Chapainawabganj highway in Kadipara on
Saturday, following a fresh “government
directive”.

However, installing the new speed break-
ers is a violation of the National Road Safety
Strategic Action Plan of 2011-13, according
to which, all speed breakers on highways,
except for those laid on both sides of level
crossings and risky bridges, are unauthor-
ised and should be removed.

Suniti Chakma, RHD executive engineer
in Rajshahi division, told The Daily Star that
they were installing the speed breakers on
Rajshahi-Natore, Rajshahi-
Chapainawabgan] and Rajshahi-Naogaon
highways following a recent government
directive to check road accidents.
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School and College in Shalbagan area of Rajshahi city. The Rajshahi City Corporation built it
last week in violation of a road safety action plan following directives of the government.

Officials of RHD and RCC said they were
aware of the road safety action plan but they
were verbally instructed by the deputy com-
missioner of Rajshahi on Thursday to take
immediate measures in this regard.

Contacted, SM Abdul Kader, deputy
commissioner of Rajshahi, sidestepped the
question how and from whom he had

received the government order. "We are
constructing speed breakers in front of all
schools and colleges to ensure students'
safety,” he said.

“This is a whimsical decision. Speed
breakers should be installed only at desig-
nated locations and after proper assess-
ment. Otherwise, the road safeguards will
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directive', violating road safety plan

turn out to be death traps for people,” said a
government official, seeking anonymity.

“Many people without proper knowl-
edge on the functions and necessity of speed
bumps demand them. We have to wait for
some days before and after painting each
speed bump. But, meanwhile, vehicles keep
plying the thoroughfares. As a result,
unmarked speed bumps take more lives,” he
added.

On the other hand, heavy and over-
loaded vehicles frequently brake before
random speed bumps on highways which
damage the road within a short span of
time.

“More than speed breakers, we need
professional drivers to check reckless driv-
ing as well as road accidents,” the official
noted further.

“We are often instructed to remove all the
speed breakers from highways whenever the
prime minister or any other Very Very
Important Person (VVIP) visits Rajshahi,”
mentioned an RHD official.

The Rajshahi-Natore highway had at least
45 speed breakers till 2013. But all those
were removed prior to the visit of BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia in September
2013 to ensure a smooth journey, he said.

If necessary, rumble strips should be
installed on highways, not speed breakers,
he said, adding that the highway in Natore
already has 14 rumble strips.

ZIA CHARITABLE TRUST GRAFT CASE

Khaleda's bail extended

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday extended BNP Chairperson
Khaleda Zia's bail till September 5 in Zia Charitable Trust
oraft case.

Judge (in-charge) Sheikh Nazmul Alam of Special Judge
Court-5 passed the order after Khaleda's lawyer Ziauddin
Zia submitted a petition seeking extension of her bail.

The Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) filed the case
with Tejgaon Police Station in August 2011, accusing
Khaleda and three others of abusing power to raise funds for
the trust from unknown sources.

The BNP chief, accused in more than 34 cases, is
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CITY DESK

Livelihood Education and Development Services (LEADS)
Foundation organised its 5th phase of workshop with
school teachers, titled "Our Environment Our Resource”, at
a hotel in the capital on Saturday, said a press release.

As part of creating environment awareness campaign for
school children, the workshop was arranged with a theme
“Environmental Sustainability: Our Responsibility”.

The workshop was sponsored by Merits Technologies Ltd
and facilitated by Romina Dewan, executive director of
LEADS Foundation. A total of 27 teachers from 15 reputed
schools participated in the workshop.

Eminent media personality Dr Enamul Huq, LEADS
Foundation Chairman ASM Kabir, CECIS Director ATM
Shamsul Alam and other officials from LEADS were also present.

HC issues

Inform people about mega project

to solve Ctg

waterlogging

Prominent town planners urge CDA

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cig

Prominent engineers of Chittagong
urged the Chittagong Development
Authority (CDA) to let the people of
the city know the details about its
mega project aimed at eradicating
water-logging of the port city.

The call was made from a meeting
organised by Forum for Planned
Chittagong, a platform of town planners,
held at Chittagong Press Club yesterday.

They also urged authorities con-
cerned to ensure coordination while
implementing the project.

to
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excavation, renovation and expansion
Chittagong worth Tk 5,616 crore -- was

of National Economic Council (Ecnec)
in August last year.

directed to form a committee comprising
housing and public works ministry, water
resources ministry and Chittagong City
Corporation (CCC) ahead of the imple-
mentation of the project.

The project -- titled canal re- mentproject Chittagong hasever seen.
But the sad part is that people do not
know much about it.

He observed that if people are not
informed of the activities, the situation
of water-logging will remain the same.

Urging the CDA to inform people
about their activities, he also
emphasised on the coordination
among the government institutions.

“Some government organisations
are seen to send their second class
officers to attend coordination meet-
ings, suggesting theirreluctance in

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

eradicate water logging of

proved by the Executive Committee

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina

Sikandar Khan, president of the
rum, said it is the biggest develop-
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contempt rule
on govt bodies

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court (HC) yester-
day issued a contempt of
court rule against the home
secretary, inspector general
of police and chairman of
Bangladesh Road Transport
Authority (BRTA) for not
implementing its order of
installing speed governor
seals, a speed monitoring
device, in all public vehicles.

The court asked the
respondents to explain in
four weeks why legal action
should not be taken against
them for not complying
with its directive.

HC bench of Justice Md
Ashfaqul Islam and Justice
Mohammad Ali issued the
rule following a petition
filed by Nasir Uddin Khan,
a resident of Dhaka.
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Hasina at her Gono Bhaban residence yesterday.

Japanese Foreign Minister Taro Kono pays a courtesy call on Prime Minister Sheikh
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