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BCL yet again
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chased them away, reports our corre-
spondent at the university.

The programme was foiled right
there,

The injured were given primary
treatment at local clinics, said the
protesters.

Contacted, Nobel denied his
involvement in the incident, According
to him, the protesters were trying to
“create anarchy in the name of move-
ment”,

"Most of the protesters are outsiders.
We will not let the infiltrators spoil the
educational environment on the cam-
pus. That's why we protested [their
programme],” he said.

Meanwhile, the injured students
sald some policemen were present near
the sport during the attack. Instead of
stopping the attackers, the law enforc-
ers locked the main gate of the univer-
sity so that the demonstrators could
not escape, they alleged.

Campus Police Outpost Sub-
Inspector Mamtazul Islam denied the
allegation. He said they closed the gate
so that the demonstrators could not

block the road outside the campus.

University Proctor Abu Kalam
Mohammad Farid-ul-Islam said he was
not aware of any attack.

In Chittagong city, around 200
students from different universities
and colleges brought out a procession
in Sholashahar area vyesterday,
demanding immediate release of the
arrested quota reformists and punish-
ment of those who attacked the pro-
testers and harassed teachers.

BCL DEMAND TEACHER'S
PUNISHMENT

Activists of Chittagong University BCL
formed a human chain in front of
Bangabandhu Chattar on the campus
yesterday, demanding termination and
punishment of Maidul Islam, an assis-
tant professor of the university's sociol-
ogy department.

According to the BCL men, Maidul
made derogatory remarks about the
prime minister on Facebook. The
teacher, however, denied the allega-
tion.

Yesterday's human chain was
attended by former CU BCL president
Mohammad Alamgir Tipu as well as

Chhatra League leaders Abu Torab
Porosh, Mansur Alam, Abdul Malek and
Mohammad Arman -- all accused in BCL
leader Diaz Irfan Chowdhury murder
case, reports our CU correspondent.

The BCL activists said they would
not allow Maidul to enter the campus
and threatened that they would wage a
tougher movement if the university
authorities did not take necessary steps
against him by Sunday.

On June 23, Md Ifterkhar Uddin
Ayaz, a former executive member of CU
BCL, filed a case against Maidul under
Section 57 of Information and
Communication Technology Act over
his alleged remarks on the PM.

The sociology teacher left the campus
along with his family members on July 15
following BCL threat. He later informed
the matter to university authorities and
sought security from them.

Talking to The Daily Star a couple of
days ago, Maidul said, “I uphold the
spirit of our Liberation War and the
ideology of Bangabandhu. The
Chhatra League men brought false
allegations against me as I spoke in
favour of quota reform.”

Be careful of what you do

FROM PAGE 16

Eid-ul-Azha vacation. "I hope that they
will play their role also to ease conges-
tions on the roads and reduce road
crashes,” Quader told journalists.

The minister told the DCs to take
steps to stop the plying of unauthor-
ised and unfit vehicles. He had said the
same thing at last year's conference but
things have not changed and
unauthorised and unfit vehicles con-
tinue to be a reason for many road
crashes and congestion.

Like last year, the DCs were asked to
spend less time in giving protocol to
visiting ministers and VIPs and spend
more time and concentration on their
own work.

Many DCs on the second day of the
conference proposed an end to the
provision for considering the reports
of intelligence agencies when it came
to civil servants' promotions and
transfers. The issue came up during
their session with the public adminis-
tration ministry.

Public Administration Secretary
Faiz Ahmed told them that the individ-
uals and institutions would discharge
their responsibilities given by the

government, meeting sources said.

Talking to The Daily Star later on, he
said, "This practice [considering
reports of agencies| has been going on
for a long time as per government
decision and it will continue."

Water Resources Minister Anwar
Hossain Monju asked the DCs to stop
illegal extracting of sand from rivers to
prevent river erosion and to maintain
navigability of rivers.

He also told them to remove
bureaucratic obstacles in implement-
ing various projects of the ministry.

The three-day annual DC confer-
ence is being held at Cabinet Division
of the Secretariat.

'OPTIMISE USE OF PUBLIC
RESOURCES'

President Abdul Hamid vyesterday
stressed the need for ensuring opti-
mum utilisation of the limited
resources for the country's socio-
economic development.

He said this at Bangabhaban while
addressing the DC conference.

Hamid also said the government
was continuously expanding the rate
and volume of social safety allowances
to create a sustainable safety net.

“You know the successful imple-
mentation of the social safety
programmes is an effective means to
reduce poverty and establish social
justice,” he said.

He also said people's welfare should
be prioritised instead of acquiring
personal assets. “Keep in mind that
people provide the salaries, allowances
and office expenses, for you and me.
So, their interest should be given
utmost importance in all the activities
of the government.”

Several projects, including some
mega ones, are being implemented in
various sectors, including agriculture,
education, health, communication
infrastructure, said the president,
adding these were being done using
the public's money.

“You'll have to remain alert so that
proper utilisation of each and every
Taka of the people is ensured,” he told
the DCs.

Mentioning that corruption was an
impediment to socio-economic devel-
opment, Hamid said a culture of trans-
parency and accountability should be
introduced at field-level administra-
tion.
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return certificates and affidavits.

It found that three BNP mayoral
nominees are accused in 12 cases each.
On the other hand, none of the three
Awami League candidates face any case.

Mayoral and councillor aspirants
in Rajshahi were comparatively facing
more cases than the candidates in two
other cities.

Elections in the three city corpora-
tions will be held on Monday. Five
candidates have been running in the
mayoral polls in Rajshahi and seven
each in Barisal and Sylhet.

According to tax return certificates,
five out of the 19 mayor hopefuls did
not have taxable income in the last
fiscal year.

Among the six mayor candidates,
who paid income taxes in 2017-18 FY,
three paid less than Tk 5,000.

The current tax-free income ceiling
for individuals is Tk 2.5 lakh.

Talking to The Daily Star, Shujan
President M Hafizuddin Khan said
the EC should thoroughly scrutinise
the information provided by the
candidates to determine that they are
eligible to hold the crucial posts of
public representatives,

“What's the benefit of asking for
such information if they [the EC]
don’t scrutinise it?" he questioned.

Referring to candidates' data submit-
ted to the EC, Shujan officials said only
154 out of 381 ward councillor aspirants
and 26 out of 148 women ward council-
lor hopefuls for reserved seats paid
income tax in the last fiscal year.

Reading out a statement at the
press conference, Shujan Central
Coordinator Dilip Kumar Sarkar said
a few candidates submitted tax return
certificates to the EC, but did not
disclose the figures of their paid tax.

Shujan said it could not analyse
the information of a woman ward
councillor aspirant for a reserved seat
in Sylhet as it was not available on the
EC website.

Replying to a query, Hafizuddin
said there were reasons to be frus-
trated with the three city corporation
polls. Some recent incidents indicated
that level-playing fields for all candi-
dates were not ensured in the three
cities, he added.

Local government expert Tofail
Ahmed, also an executive member of
Shujan, said a mayor candidate of a
political party bagged about two lakh
votes in a recent city corporation
election, but he could not ensure the
presence of his polling agents at 400
polling booths on the polling day.

Terming the incident unexplain-
able, he said, "I don't know whether
this happened due to intimidation,

Pay cops, get everything
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taking any money. He refused to dis-
close his name but his badge read
“Asad”.

The same day, Rahul Biswas, Laltu
Bala, Nayon Tara and Jesmin Akter
crossed the border and all of them were
stopped by police officials at the
entrance.

They told this newspaper that they
paid police officials for a hassle-free
immigration process.

The irregularity, very common at the
land port, involves a huge amount of
money as thousands of people travel to
India and return through Benapole-
Petrapole border every day.

According to Benapole Immigration
Checkpost sources, around 1.32 lakh
people went to India using the port and
92,434 entered Bangladesh from India
in April this year.

Uniformed police constables are
found stopping people in front of the
passenger terminal and taking Tk 100
to 300 against each passport in the
name of helping people to cross the
border quickly:.

In exchange of money, the officials
provide departure or arrival seal to any
person without taking their photos.

Md Tariqul Islam, officer-in-charge
of Benapole Checkpost Immigration
Police, admitted that they sometimes
allow tourists to pass through the
border without photographing them
when the pressure is high.

“Sometimes we provide seal to some
passengers without taking their photos
as some people request for a quick
passage through the border.”

He claimed it is not necessary to take
photos of passengers every time they
travel abroad as their photos are
reserved in the database for at least five
years unless they changed the pass-
ports.

In reply to a question if criminals
can take advantage of the loopholes,
the OC said it is not possible because
the passport numbers of criminals have
been saved in their database.

If a criminal tries to cross the border,
the machine will give a signal whenever
the passport is scanned, he added.

Asked why police officials were
taking money, Tariqul said he was not
aware of any such incidents. “I will
definitely look into it very carefully,
and action will be taken if anyone is
found guilty.”

Earlier on July 1 of 2015, the Prime
Minister's Office forwarded an intelli-
gence report to offices concerned and
suggested taking proper action, saying
police joining hands with brokers
collect Tk 200 from outgoing tourists at
Benapole for each passport for giving

intelligence report.

Bangladesh tourists are facing
harassments also on the Indian side, at
the Petrapole border point, reports our
Benapole correspondent.

Regular travellers allege that dueto a
slow process of Indian immigration
officials, every day a huge number of
people suffer in no-man's land where
they have to wait for hours.

A number of tourists claimed that
the Indian immigration officials
demand Rs 200 to 500 each from
Bangladeshi passengers returning
home if anyone is found with big lug-
gage full of items shopped from the
neighbouring country.

If anyone refuses to pay the money,
the immigration officials harass the
person in the name of checking pass-
ports, baggage and travel documents
causing unnecessary delay, alleged the
tourists.

Talking to our Kolkata correspon-
dent on May 30, Swapan Tarafdar, chief
of Petrapole Immigration Office,
denied the allegation of harassing any
Bangladeshi tourists.

Regarding delays in immigration
procedures, he said the pressure of
tourists from Bangladesh is rising every
day while Indian officials are struggling
because of manpower shortage.

“But we are trying our best to ensure
better service.”

He said no Bangladeshi tourists
have made formal complaints to them
and steps will be taken if the authorities
notice any such issues.

Tigers fight
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catch to extra-cover off the bowling of
Shakib Al Hasan.

Bangladesh opted to field the same
eleven, with opening batsman Anamul
Haque getting another opportunity to
prove his place after getting dismissed
without scoring in the first ODI.

West Indies were forced into a change
with Andre Russell, who played his first
ODI in three years, reportedly injured
and replaced by pacer Keemo Paul.

The third and final ODI is scheduled to
take place in St. Kittsand Nevison July 28.
TEAMS:

West Indies: Chris Gayle, Evin Lewis,
Shai Hope (wk), Jason Mohammed,
Shimron Hetmyer, Jason Holder
(capt), Rovman Powell, Devendra
Bishoo, Keemo Paul, Ashley Nurse,
Alzarri Joseph

Bangladesh: Tamim Igbal, Anamul
Haque, Sabbir Rahman, Mushfiqur
Rahim (wk), Shakib Al Hasan
Mahmudullah, Mosaddek Hossain,
Mehidy Hasan Miraz, Mashrafe Bin
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