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DC conference begins today
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Some also recommended increasing
allocations under the Test Relief and
Gratuitous Relief programmes for divi-
sional commissioners and deputy com-
missioners to carry out rural infrastruc-
ture development activities smoothly.

A couple of DCs proposed setting
up a separate court to deal with the
drug-related cases.

Briefing journalists at the secretar-
iat, Cabinet Division Secretary (coor-
dination and reform) NM Zeaul Alam
yvesterday said improving law and
order and standard of education,
development of infrastructure, coordi-
nation in development activities and
checking environment pollution
would be discussed prominently at the
conference.

He said the DCs would get instruc-
tions on different policies and the
government's future course of action.

Wishing anonymity, a senior officer
at the public administration ministry
said, “The prime minister's directives
will be the most important part of this

year's conference as the next general
election is only months away.”

The conference will kick off at the
Prime Minister's Office in the morn-
ing, After Hasina's address, there will
be a closed-door session where some
selected DCs will raise some important
issues or demands before the PM.

Twenty-two working sessions will
be held at the secretariat on 51 minis-
tries and divisions. All the 64 DCs,
ministers and secretaries will attend
the sessions.

Four sessions on the ministries of
finance, Liberation War affairs, disaster
management and relief, labour, power,
primary and mass education, cultural
affairs, information and youth and
sports will be held.

TIB ON LOCALLY RAISED FUND
Transparency International
Bangladesh (TIB) vyesterday called
upon the government to take "realistic
measures’ on handling Locally Raised
(LR) fund under the supervision of
district administrations after reviewing
the issue at the DC conference.

The graft watchdog in a statement
also urged the government to take
similar measures to ensure effective
implementation of the National
Integrity Strategy 2012 at local level as
per the government's promise and
policy priority.

The TIB sent a letter to the cabinet
secretary on July 22 requesting him to
include the above issues in the agenda
of the three-day DC conference, said
the statement.

TIB: Executive: Director
[ftekharuzzaman said, "Shedding light
and exchanging views on the progress,
possibility and challenge to imple-
ment the Shonar Bangla Gorar Prottoy:
Jativa Shuddhachar Koushol 2012
during the DC conference and taking
the next course of action based on this
will play a vital role to ensure good
governance.”

He also termed a Cabinet Division
circular, issued on August 10, 2016, on
collecting, managing and using LR
fund under the supervision of the
district administration a positive step.

Fears grow
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military,” said Dimitra loannou, dep-
uty chief observer of the European
Union Election Observation Mission.
Last week, Sherry Rehman -- opposi-
tion leader in the Senate, the parlia-
ment's upper house -- said the move
could lead to potential conflicts and
confusion. Raza Rabbani, another
high-profile senator, demanded a
clarification from the ECP.

The ECP said Sunday the presence
of troops at polling stations is meant to
ensure a "free and fair election”.

The military -- which has ruled
the country for roughly half its 70
year history -- remains Pakistan’s
most powerful institution and has a
long history of meddling in politics
and judicial affairs -- a charge it
denies.

"It would be difficult to call the
elections free and fair,” Ibn Abdur
Rehman of the Human Rights
Commission of Pakistan told AFP
yvesterday, following a press conference
on media censorship during the cam-
paign season.

The controversy comes as increasing
militant attacks on campaign events in
the last month have raised fears that

insurgents may target voters.

Three candidates have been killed
in attacks at political events this
month, including a member of crick-
eter-turned-politician Imran Khan's
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party
in a suicide attack on Sunday.

And yesterday, authorities
announced an increased death toll --
153 -- for an earlier attack on a rally in
the town of Mastung in southwestern
Balochistan province, making it the
second-deadliest terror attack in
Pakistan's history.

CAMPAIGN ENDS

Major political parties geared up for
their final power shows ahead of the
ECP's deadline for electioneering
activities, which expired at midnight
yesterday:.

Both the PML-N and Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) held rallies in
major cities of Punjab, which has more
than half of National Assembly seats
and will play a key role in determining
the winner of the general election,
reported Dawn News.

PML-N President Shahbaz Sharif
addressed a jalsa in Dera Ghazi Khan
— where he is contesting for an NA
seat.

Meanwhile, Shahbaz's son Hamza
led a rally from Mochi Gate to Data
Darbarin Lahore.

Shahbaz Sharif was earlier also
scheduled to address Liagat Bagh

Rawalpindi, but the event was
cancelled late afternoon.
PTI Chairman Imran Khan

addressed supporters at multiple
places in Lahore before the party for-
mally ended its campaign with the
jalsa at Data Darbar.

PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari ended his campaign with
fateha at the mazaar of the Bhuttos in
Garhi Khuda Bux.

Other political parties and candi-
dates also held their final rallies yester-
day. Muttahida Qaumi Movement-
Pakistan (MQM-P) hold a jalsa atop
the Liagatabad Flyover in Karachi,
while Muttahida Majlis-i-Amal
(MMA), an alliance of religious par-
ties, hold a jalsa in Islamabad's G-10
sector.

The increasingly bitter contest is
expected to be a tight race between
jailed former prime minister Nawaz
Sharif's incumbent Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz party and Khan's PTL.
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tion in Rajshahi.

Iftekhayar Alam.

cles”,

she said.

PM.

Hasina accuses BNP

mayoral candidate for the July 30 city corporation elec-

Rajshahi police officials said “BNP leaders themselves
planned” the attack in an effort to call into question the
election environment.

Montu was arrested from his home in the city's
Ramchandrapur area on Saturday after police found
audio clip of an alleged phone conversation between
him and BNP Assistant Office Secretary Saiful Islam
Tipu, said Rajshahi Metropolitan Police spokesman

Referring to killings and arson attacks allegedly by the
BNP in 2013, 2014 and 2015, the prime minister said the
party has a habit of “hurling bombs and torching vehi-

“They will create an incident and later put blame on

the Awami League. They are expert in staging drama ...
they want to draw international attention through it,”

“No one can beat the BNP in falsehood,” added the
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HC rejects
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application for bail [filed by Khaleda],
we are of the view that instead of
considering the bail application at this
stage by this court [HC], it is a fit case
to send back the case to the trial court
to dispose of the application [for bail]
on merit within July 26, 2018."

On February 2, 2015, eight people
were killed and many others injured
after a bus was torched in Comilla's
Chouddagram upazila during anti-
government agitation.

The following day, police lodged two
cases -- one for murder and another
under the Special Powers Act, 1974 -
with Chouddagram Police Station.

Khaleda, who stands accused in 34
cases, submitted the petition to the
HC on June 5 this year seeking bail in
the arson case filed under the Special
Powers Act.

Deputy Attorney General Md
Bashir Ullah told The Daily Star that
Khaleda filed a bail petition with the
Special Tribunal-1 of Comilla in the
case on July 1.

The tribunal, which had fixed
August 8 for hearing the bail petition
of Khaleda, will have to dispose of
the petition by July 26 as per yester-
day's HC order, Bashir added.

Khaleda, who landed in jail on
February 8 this year after a special
court in Dhaka sentenced her to five-
year jail in the Zia Orphanage Trust
corruption case, is now arrested in six
other cases filed in Comilla, Dhaka,
Khulna and Narail.

In another development, the HC
bench of Justice M Enayetur Rahim
and Justice Md Mostafizur Rahman
yesterday continued for the seventh
day the hearing on an appeal filed by
Khaleda challenging the lower court
verdict that sentenced her.

The bench fixed 10:30am today for
resuming the hearing, Anti-Corruption
Commission's lawyer Khurshid Alam
Khan told The Daily Star.

On July 18, the HC bench led by
Justice Enayetur Rahim extended till
July 26 its earlier order that granted
bail to Khaleda in the Zia Orphanage
Trust graft case,

Two workers
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Karnaphuli upazila in Chittagong
yesterday morning.

The deceased were identified as Md
Rashed, 23 and Masum, 21, police said.

"Of them Masum's body was recov-
ered from the Karnaphuli river as he was
blown off into the river following the
explosion while the body of Rashed was
found inside the ship,” Sub-Inspector
(SI) Abdul Matin of Karnaphuli Police
Station said, adding that the other
injured were sent to Chittagong Medical
College Hospital (CMCH).

“The incident took place around
11:30am during repair work at Desh-
1 vessel inside the Ocean Dockyard
of Shikalbaha,” said Assistant
Commissioner (AC) Jahedul Islam of
Chittagong Metropolitan Police
(CMP)'s Karnaphuli Zone.

AC Jahed said five workers were
removing rust from the Desh-1 with
the help of a gas cylinder when it
exploded.”

“On information police went to
the spot and recovered the bodies,”
said AC Jahed.

Assistant Sub-Inspector (ASI)
Alauddin Talukdar of CMCH Police
QOutpost said injured Kamrul, 28,
sustained burn injures from the explo-
sion and was admitted to CMCH's
Burnt and Plastic Surgery unit.

Another worker Amzad, 30, was
injured when he jumped off the ship
to save himself, the ASI said.

BNP men allege harassment
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BNP mayoral nominee Ariful and
about 100 activists on Saturday staged
a sit-in before the office of deputy
commissioner (South) of Sylhet
Metropolitan Police (SMP).

Foyez Ahmed, sub-inspector of
detective branch of police, said the case
was filed in connection with that dem-
onstration, accusing the BNP men of
obstructing police from performing
their official duties.

The accused include BNP chairper-
son's advisor Khandakar Muktadir
Ahmed, Sylhet district BNP President
Abul Kaher Shamim Chowdhury, Sylhet
BNP President Nasim Hossain, BNP
mayoral campaign Member Secretary
Abdur Razzak, former Sylhet BNP presi-
dent Shahriar Chowdhury, Sylhet BNP
Vice-President Saleh Ahmed Khasry,
Sylhet BNP Joint Secretary Ajmal Bakhth
Sadek, Sylhet district BNP General
Secretary Ali Ahmed, BNP leader Emran
Ahmed and 30 other BNP men.

Police did not reveal the names of
people accused in the case filed by Farid
Ahmed, a member of Awami League
mayoral nominee Badar Uddin Ahmed
Kamran's campaign committee.

BNP district General Secretary Ali
Ahmed said, "It is a shame for political
harmony in Sylhet, where such intimida-
tion before an election never took place.
The arrests, intimidation and filing of
cases will destroy the harmony for good.”

BNP nominee Ariful at a press con-

ference at his campaign office in
Kazitula claimed that police raided
many BNP leaders' houses only to
intimidate them. He urged the EC to
take steps into the issue,

“If the regional office of the EC does
not take any action, we will meet the chief
election commissionersoon, hesaid

He also claimed that BNP leaders
Sayeed Ahmed, Ruman Razzak, and
Anamul Haque were arrested early
Monday:.

In Rajshahi, a group of plainclothes
men and some uniformed policemen
picked up Mohammad Sazzad, ward
26 BNP president, from his home in
Chalkpara area early yesterday, said his
brother Mohammad Alam.

Contacted, Iftekhar Alam, a Rajshahi
Metropolitan Police spokesperson, said
no BNP leader had been arrested.

BNP yesterday submitted a com-
plaint to the returning officer in
Rajshahi, alleging that four of its lead-
ers were picked up by police.

Besides Sazzad, the complaint says
the police picked up Jubo Dal leaders
Domon, Bachchu, and Chhatra Dal
leader Rana.

Meanwhile, Election Commissioner
Rafiqul Islam, while speaking at a train-
ing workshop of the election officials at
Rajshahi Model School and College
yesterday, said the commission wanted
to hold an "acceptable election at any
cost”,

Indian govt
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The statement was made amidst ten-
sions that Muslims will be kept out of
the final draft of the National Register
of Citizens on the suspicion of being
illegal immigrants from Bangladesh.

The clarifications came a day after
Home Minister Rajnath Singh said there
was no need to panic and all bona fide
Indians will be given adequate opportu-
nities to prove their citizenship.

The people who do not find their
names in the final draft of the NRC, to be
published on July 30, will get a month's
time to file claims and objections in
addition to subsequent judicial recourse,
the home ministry spokesperson said.

He added that the NRC is only a draft
and, after its publication, adequate
opportunities for filing claims and
objections will be available for those
whose names are excluded from it.

"The NRC authorities will give a one-
month window when all objections and
complaints will be examined after giving
a proper hearing to the complainants.
Only thereafter, the final NRC will be
published," the official said.

In Assam, there are around 300
foreigners' tribunals.

The spokesperson also said that no
one should be apprehensive about the
exercise, adding that adequate central
paramilitary forces were dispatched to
Assam to assist the state administra-
tion to deal with law and order, if the
situation arises, following the publica-
tion of the final draft.

The exercise has instilled fear
mainly among Muslims in Assam after
BIP came to power in the northeastern
state for the first time in 2016 on the
electoral plank of acting against illegal
Muslim immigrants from Bangladesh.

Scientists find
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from when it was around, such as an
almost invisible halo of stars larger
than the Andromeda galaxy itself and
an elusive stream of stars, the research-
ers write.

The galaxy was ripped to shreds by
Andromeda, our nearest galactic
neighbour, the new paper claims. But it
was once the third-largest galaxy in our
local area.

Scientists have long known that the
halo of stars contained the remnants of
cannibalised galaxies. But they feared
that there was so many smaller galaxies
contained within that it would be impos-
sible to learn about any specific one.

New computer simulations
allowed them to find that while
Andromeda had eaten many galaxies,
many of the stars found in the halo
actually came from one larger shred-
ded galaxy.

"It was a 'eureka’ moment. We
realised we could use this information
of Andromeda’s outer stellar halo to

infer the properties of the largest of
these shredded galaxies," said lead
author Richard D'Souza, a postdoc-
toral researcher at the University of
Michigan.

That galaxy is a long-lost sibling of
our own.

"Astronomers have been studying
the Local Group - the Milky Way,
Andromeda and their companions -
for so long. It was shocking to realize
that the Milky Way had a large sib-
ling, and we never knew about it,"
said co-author Bell, professor of
astronomy at the same university.

The researchers hope that the dis-
covery can lead to new breakthroughs
in understanding how galaxies form
and evolve.

[t also explains some of the strange
behaviour in our own universe. It
could answer the puzzle of why the
M32 satellite galaxy near Andromeda
has come from - it might be the surviv-
ing core of that long-lost sibling, stick-
ing around like the core in a plum.
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NSU student found dead
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had killed him and dumped the body in the
canal.

He said the body bore injury marks on
the head, nose and other areas and that
Payel had suffered a possible internal hem-
orrhage.

Quoting relatives, the OC said Payel got
down from the bus when it got caught in
traffic near Meghna Bridge to relieve himself
at around 4:30am. But the bus started mov-
ing again without waiting for him when the
congestion cleared.

He added that the body was found at
11:00am yesterday around 15 km away from
where he had gotten off, raising police's
suspicion.

Payel's maternal uncle Kamruzzaman
Chowdhury Titu said Payel left Chittagong
for Dhaka on Saturday night, along with his
friend 21-year old Akibur Rahman Ador.

“We think the incident happened due to
the negligence of the bus staff. Payel might
have been hit by any other bus when he tried
to stop the bus he was on,” he added.

When contacted over phone, Johnny, the

bus driver's assistant, told The Daily Star
that the bus had set off from AK Khan inter-
section at Chittagong at 10:00pm on
Saturday and was caught in traffic near
Castle restaurant under Bandar thana at
around 4:30am.

Payel had also left his mobile on the bus,
Johnny added.

Titu said the victim's mother called Payel
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Work for people
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to resolve the problems of their respective
areas and implement development
programmes with local perspectives,

Hasina said Governance Innovation Unit
has been set up to simplify government
service through new innovations.

The government, she said, has a plan to
introduce bullet trains on Dhaka-
Chittagong, Dhaka-Sylhet, Dhaka-
Dinajpur, Dhaka-Payra Port via Barisal and
Dhaka-Kolkata routes, to reduce the travel
time to one hour. “If we can introduce this
speedy train, the country's communications
will be very fast.”

Recalling the disparity in public services
among the people of the then East Pakistan

and West Pakistan, the PM said so many
people have been serving in higher govern-
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Mohammad Shafiul Alam addressed the
programme, among others.

Earlier, the PM distributed Public
Administration Award 2018.
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