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Where sand traders
rule in monsoon

FARHANA MIRZA, Munshiganj

A syndicate of sand traders have removed
the middle portion of two wooden bridges
on a canal at Shologhar in Sreenagar upazila
under the district to make way for move-
ment of sand-laden vessels.

The practice, causing sufferings to the
people of eight villages in Shologhar union,
continues for a couple of months every year
during the rains when the water level of the
canal rises, locals said.

The two wooden bridges, each about 300
feet long, are at Bhairab Bari and Kali Bari
launch terminals, about half a kilometre
from each other, on Syedpur canal in
Shologhar union.

During a spot visit, this correspondent
saw about 100 feet portion at the middle of
each of the bridges non-existent.

About 5,000 residents of Shologhar
Singher Majhipara, Purahito Para, Joj Bari,
Sodarampur, Samshabad, Chokerpara,
Ardhipara and Munshirhati villages used
the two bridges.

Now villagers including a good number
of students have to cross the canal by boats.
The elderly people and women, especially
patients and pregnant ones, are the worst
sufferers due to the situation.

Several accidents including sinking
of boats occurred at the spots in differ-
ent times,

Villagers alleged that the callous act

continues with the support of Shologhar
Union Parishad (UP) Chairman Azizul
Islam and UP members Mohammad Ali and
Rafique for plying of sand laden vessels
through the canal.

The sand traders' syndicate breaks the
wooden bridges for around five months
with the advent of the rainy season, said
Jainal Abedin of Shingher Majhipara village
and Russel Matbar of Jomshabad village.

The syndicate men threaten with cases
and attacks if anybody protests the act,
they said.

Shologhar UP Chairman Azizul Islam
said, "I have split the two wooden bridges
with my own cost to collect earth for con-
struction of a building of the UP. When
earth collecting ends, I will repair the two
bridges. I have made alternative arrange-
ments for people's movement on boats with
my own money.”

“I have split the two bridges after tak-
ing permission from the administration
and police. During the rainy season in last
year also, the two bridges were split for
building a super mall in front of the
police station. Later I repaired the bridges
spending Tk 85,000."

“The bridges are separated in the middle
for different needs and it has continued for
the last several years, " the UP chairman said.

Sreenagar Police Station Officer-in-
Charge SM Alamgir Hossain said none have
informed them about the matter.
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This wooden bridge on Syedpur canal near Bhairab Bari launch terminal in Shologhar union under Sreenagar upazila of Munshiganj
lies useless for a couple of months during the ongoing rainy season as a syndicate of sand traders removed its middle part to enable
movement of sand carrying boats.
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HYV sugarcane brings smile

to Gaibandha growers

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gaibandha

Sugarcane growers of Gobindaganj
upazila in the district and some areas
of neighbouring Borga are earning
better profit by farming HYV sugar-
cane Q-16 thatis used for making juice
and directly chewing.

Earlier, people of those areas
cultivated inferior quality of sugarcane
just for supplying to Rangpur Sugar
Mills at Mohimaganj for low price.

Besides, the land remained occu-
pied by sugarcane almost round the
year, leaving no scope for cultivation
of any other crop.

But Q-16 variety of sugarcane
requires only six to seven months from
planting to harvesting, so the farmers
get the opportunity to grow additional
crops, said growers.

Sugarcane growers of Bakchar
village in Gobindaganj upazila first
started farming of chewing sugarcane
a decade ago and now its cultivation
has spread in different areas of the
upazila and Mokamtola and
Mahasthan of Bogra.

It costs about Tk 20 thousand to
cultivate this variety of sugarcane
on one bigha of land, which brings
output worth Tk 60 to 70 thousand,
said Khalil Mia, a grower of
Nayapara village of Gobindaganj
upazila.

“The demand for chewing sugar-
cane sees rise in different areas, and so,
we procure it from fields of
Gobindaganj and carry at our own
cost, said Ershadul Islam,” a sugarcane
trader of Bogra.

In towns and market places vendors

are often seen selling juice of QQ-16
sugarcane forTk 10 per glass.

They use mini crushing machines
set on rickshaw-vans to extract juice
from sugarcane.

Physicians, however, discourage
taking such sugarcane juice from
roadside mobile shops as it is pre-
pared in dirty conditions where dust,
flies and other insects make the item
unhygienic.

Shahera Banu, upazila agricul-
ture officer of Gobindaganj, said
soil of the area is suitable for Q-16
sugarcane growing and the agri-
culture department extends all
possible help for increasing its
cultivation.

This year 17 hectares of land has
been brought under its cultivation in
the upazila.

Mother, baby found
'‘murdered'

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Throat-slit bodies of a housewife and her
son were found inside their room at
Tarabaria Khanbari village in Pabna Sadar
upazila on Saturday night.

The deceased were Rushi Khaun, 25, wife
of Sumon Jowarder, a fisherman of the
village, and their two-year-old son Ruhan,

“Informed by the locals, police went the
spot and recovered the throat-slit bodies
around 8:00pm on Saturday,” said Officer
in Charge (OC) of Pabna Sadar Police
Station Md Obaidul Haque.

Primarily, we suspect that the mother
killed her son with a knife and then she
committed suicide. The police are
investigating whether it is a suicidal
incident or a planned murder. Bodies

of the victims have been sent to Pabna
Medical College Hospital morgue for
autopsy,” the OC said.

“Rushi's husband Sumon had gone to
catch fish before the tragic incident. He told
us that Rushi was mentally sick for the last
few months and she was undergoing treat-
ment. Due to her mental agony Rushi might
have killed her son and then committed
suicide inside the house,” said Inspector
(Investigation) Md Jalal Uddin.

“Sumon, however, could not show any
documents of his wife's treatment. We
arrested him this [Sunday] morning for
interrogation to find out the reason behind
the incident,” he added.

Locals said Rushi was the third wife of
Sumon Jowarder and there was longstand-
ing dispute between them,

Kurigram by-
polls July 25

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Kurigraim

Preparations have been
completed for holding the
by-election to Kurigram-3
constituency (Ulipur and
some parts of Chilmari) on
July 25.

Election Commissioner
Md Rafiqul Islam observed
the training programme of
presiding officers, assistant
presiding officers and poll-
ing officers in Ulipur
upazila on July 20.

Awami League candidate
MA Matin (with boat sym-
bol) and Jatiya Party candi-
date Dr Akkas Ali Sarker
(with plough symbol) are
contesting in the by-
election.

A (-16 variety of HYV sugarcane field in Gobindaganj upazila of Gaibandha.
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BCL men assault quota reformists

FROM PAGE 16

"A group of Chhatra League men, who
were present around the rally, kept
following us on four motorcycles and
intercepted our vehicle at Kantaban
intersection,

“They dragged us out and we got
into a scuffle,” he said.

He added that while he and Ratul
managed to escape, Sohrab could not
and was beaten up.

Contacted, both BCL leaders denied
beatingup anyone.

"We were going through Bata
Signal, where we stopped a CNG as it
had collided with my bike. Later, we
talked to the driver and we had an
altercation,” said Saidur,

He said he did not know who were
inside the vehicle and had not spoken
to them.

However, in a video clip run by a TV
channel, around seven to eight BCL
men, including Amir and Saidur, were
seen beating up the three protestors.

They first labelled the quota reform-
ists “muggers” and later Amir held
Ratul's while the others slapped and
punched him. They then beat the other
two in the same way.

The video also showed two police-
men at the spot trying to intervene but
the BCL paid no heed to them.

Meanwhile, another group of
Chhatra League activists, led by Ariful
Islam Lemon, vice-president of the
recently dissolved central unit,
assaulted a protestor inside
Suhrawardy Udyan.

Witnesses said the victim had man-
aged to escape and his identity could
not be immediately known.

A group of BCL men attacked a

Chhatra Federation activist of
Jagannath University on the campus
yesterday allegedly for criticising the
BCL's role in the quota reforms move-
ment on Facebook.

Witnesses said Rakibul Rakib, a
student of Anthropology, was attacked
by 10 to 12 BCL activists in front of the
BBA building after he finished his
classes around 12:30pm.

He was first taken to National
Medical College and Hospital from
where he was moved to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital.

Since the quota reform movement
reached its peak in April, BCL men
have attacked quota reformists at least
17 times, injuring around 79 students
of four public universities.

Chhatra League men first swooped
on quota reform activists on June 30.
Since then, neither the police nor
university authorities have taken any
action against the attackers.

Some quota reforms movement
leaders were allegedly picked up by
members of BCL and handed over to
police. They were shown arrested in
different cases and placed on remand.

Earlier in the day, around 300 stu-
dents of DU staged a protest rally at the
base of Raju Memorial Sculpture,
protesting the recent spate of attacks
on students and teachers in different
universities and demanding immedi-
ate release of the arrested quota
reforms movement leaders.

The speakers held the university
authorities responsible for the attacks
and criticised their inaction.

They also announced a protest rally
on July 25 in all colleges and public
universities across the country.

TEACHERS PROTEST

Under the banner of “concerned teach-
ers of Dhaka University”, a section of
DU teachers formed a human chain in
front of Kala Bhaban, protesting the
“evil attempt to disrupt educational
atmosphere of the university",

They questioned the protest
programmes of “Teachers Against
Repression” which was vocal against
the BCL.

They said they also want quota
reforms but a vested quarter was “try-
ing to catch fish in troubled waters”.
CHITTAGONG UNIVERSITY
Students of communication and jour-
nalism department of Chittagong
University could not protest against
the BCL declaration that the depart-
ment's Assistant Professor Khandakar
Ali Ar Raji was unwelcomed on the
campus.

The programme was cancelled after
BCL activists threatened the protestors.

Witnesses said the students gath-
ered in front of the CU Social
Science Faculty around 11:30am to

form a human chain when a group
of 50-60 BCL leaders and activists,
led by former BCL CU unit vice-
president Mansur Alam, went there
and threatened them, witnesses
said.

Before the protest programme, BCL
men also threatened the department’s
students in their classrooms.

Failing to form the human chain,
the students in protest attended classes
with their faces covered with black
cloths. Later, the students boycott
classes for an indefinite period,
demanding security in classrooms and
protesting the BCL's threats.
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