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cities—it's one I have no qualms

about visiting time and again, visa
permitting. So when I found out that
Turkish Airlines provides free Istanbul
city tours, with food and transportation
for all Turkish airlines passengers
transiting through Istanbul for six hours
or over, I was thrilled! I had just left
Abuja, somewhat teary-eyed to be
leaving Nigeria, for it had become home
and I was going to miss my friends
dearly. But at least I knew I would be
visiting Istanbul on the way to my other
home, so I was excited.

Here's how it works for Bangladeshi
passport holders—you cannot enter
Turkey unless you either have a valid
Turkish visa; alternatively, you can
purchase e-Visas online if you have a
valid Schengen, Ireland, UK, Canada or
US visa. Having acquired a multiple
entry Schengen visa in Abuja, I applied
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Istanbul is easily one of my favourite

for the e-Visa online prior to my
departure and carried a printed copy of
it to the immigration counter with my
valid passport. The immigration process
was extremely smooth and took a total of
seven minutes.

When you head out after baggage
control and customs, you will find the
Turkish Airlines counter located on the
right-hand side of the terminal,
sandwiched between Cafe Nero and
Starbucks. A word of caution: Since they
do not allow prior booking of the tours,
they may be fully booked by the time
you get there. I wanted to take the 9 am
tour but when I got to the counter at 8:45
am, the tour was already fully booked, so
I had to take the next one.

The tour itself was absolutely
wonderful and I really must hand it to
Turkish Airlines for this lovely
experience. I attended the afternoon tour
which started sharp at noon. They
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guided us to a bus which took us to a
lovely part of Sultanahmet, which is
where the Turkish Airlines office is
located and where we stored our
luggage while we took the tour of the
city. They served us a delightful three-
course lunch with vegetarian, chicken,
and beef options in a restaurant called
Tamara, before taking us on a tour of the
Hippodrome of Constantinople, also
known as Sultanahmet Square. Here the
tour guide explained in detail the
historical significance of the entire
square, describing the architectural gems
from different periods of history that had
been added over time to the square.

Initially, the Hippodrome was actually
built as an area where chariot races took
place, and was the social centre of
Constantinople, capital of the Byzantine
Empire. This square and the surrounding
areas are rich in history, hosting the Blue
Mosque, Hagia Sofia and the Topkapi
Palace among others.

Our visit to the Blue Mosque was
brief, as it was closed for renovation. The
mosque itself is not blue on the outside,
though as the name suggests as such,
rather it is a majestic blue on the inside.

We proceeded to the Hagia Sofia and
learnt that it is a historically religious
spot. Before being converted to a
museum in the 1900s, this spot hosted
three churches and one mosque which
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were built, rebuilt, decayed, and
converted over time. The remains of
some of the old churches can be seen next
to the museum now. Inside the Hagia
Sofia, you will see some incredible works
of art which are a mixture of Islamic and
Christian influence. There were paintings
that are so intricate that one might think
God herself has painted them and they
are overlapped with other paintings from
other eras. When Hagia Sofia was
converted from a church to a mosque,
some of the paintings of Jesus and Mary
were painted over and bigger Arabic
scripts adorned the walls. At present
however, the museum has preserved
elements of both of these things that
make the structure so unique. The tour
ended at 4:30pm, we had 10 minutes to
shop and then after collecting our
luggage were on our way to the airport.
Turkish Airlines had an estimated 68.6
million passengers in 2018, many of
them are from countries like mine,
transiting through Istanbul, which are
not allowed e-visa or visa on arrival
without one of the visas mentioned
above. And many spend up to 18 hours

in transit in an airport with little or no Colourful houses in Sultanahmet, Istanbul
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access to internet, limited entertainment

options and no compensation for the countries, mine included. Unless, of different routes, but this has been the tourism and I am hoping one day, Turkey
time lost. It comes down to the value of course, they are privileged like myself only airline that offers a free tour of the will allow those people to experience this.
people’s time. Those from countries like and have access to resources, city! I absolutely loved this opportunity, Maliha (Mia) Fairooz is & 27-year-old Bangladeshi
mine are not considered to be worth the upbringing, travel history, etc to be able but wish this was available for those who  solo traveller, who has travelled to 77 countries, on a
compensation. to acquire a secondary visa that merits would not be able to afford this trip Bangladeshi passport. Through her blog

Ultimately, 111 spite of T%llka}':S' ‘ entry and therelfure access to this tour. DthEI"i:ViSE. It would have been a unique ““”w‘w;ﬁf:ﬁg:giﬂfﬁ’;ﬁf :;’:sﬁ;}'gﬂf;ﬁi’;;i
somewhat lax visa regulations, it is still In my experience, I have taken many experience for many who have never woman while simultaneously encouraging a culture
prejudiced towards citizens of certain different airlines, travelling so many been to a country for the sole purpose of of travel amongst Bangladeshi youth.
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HOW TO B E M AC HO W | THO U'l' B El N G M Ac HO My mother summed it up best after finding out Iwas  than was necessary. And instead of jumping, screaming,

alive with only a sprained ankle, “Why the heck are you  and crying, I did what a real macho guy would do. I
After page 16 so stupid? Why don't you use your head? Why were thought for all of five seconds telling myself, “I am not

narrow and the muggers got in their car, drove in
reverse trying to run me down. [ was furious at having
lost my bike and apparently my pride. Instead of
jumping aside, I jumped on the car and kicked the
window. And what followed was a few minutes of them
trying to shake me off the car from Lalmatia all the way
to Dhanmondi while I screamed at people to stop the
hijackers.

One passer-by threw a brick that hit the window and
missed my thick head. My friend saw me scream and
went without realising it was me till the next day. I lived.
Some say that was macho.
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you out so late? Why isn't your office paying for your
bike? Why don't you ever think? That wasn't brave, that
was being stupid.”

That was quite the summing up.

Being macho means being stupid. You see all the
bikers on the road zigzagging between cars? That is
macho and that is stupid.

I grew up. A little. I realised being macho isn't about
being able to fight and jump. It is being able to face your
fears. Like the time [ felt something fall on my back in
my garage. I felt it crawl and knew it was not a small
three-inch cute cat. It was furry also but had more legs

in Australia, I am not going to die. Probably.”

That it was not Australian and decided to just jump
away instead of climbing to my neck for a snuggle. And
I walked out brave and macho, telling my wife I had
finally accomplished what she could do all along. I
faced my fears without crying. And that is macho. That
and making sure you have clean, fresh breath. Or do it
in a way ladies love. Try to look like Wolverine. I am
halfway there: I grew a beard.

Otherwise, being macho is too much hard work.

Ehsanur Raza Ronny is a confused dad, all-round car guy, model car
builder, and cartoonist. He is also Editor of Shift (automobiles), Bytes
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