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Burimari land port haven
for illegal tolls

Local MP seeks prime minister's help

Schoolboy murdered
in Tangail

Two others killed
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in Jessore, B'baria

said Fatema married Daud five years ago.
Her husband fell in love with another

S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

The rates are fixed. Every ten-wheeler truck has to
pay Tk 800. A six-wheeler truck pays Tk 500. But
the receipt given to truck drivers on the way to the
Burimari land port in Lalmonirhat's Patgram
upazila is marked Tk 35. For the last few years and
despite complaints to the police and local admin-
istration, a private syndicate continues to collect
illegal tolls from cargo trucks destined for the
Indian border.

“We pay tolls of up to Tk 800," says one truck
driver, Sirajul Islam, 52, from Rangpur, “But we
are given a token for labourers' welfare that is
made out for only Tk 35. We never get any help
from the local administration regarding these
illegal tolls; we are habituated to paying the
money since the tolls have become a tradition on
this route.”

“We are bound to pay the tolls,” says another
truck driver, Asadul Islam, 46, from Bogra. “It
isn't possible to carry goods to or from the land
port if the toll hasn't been paid. If we refuse, the
syndicate members make trouble.”

Local parliamentarian and former state minis-
ter of education Motahar Hossain is aware of the
problem. On 13 February this year he sent a letter

to the prime minister seeking intervention to
uproot the ongoing collection of illegal tolls.

“I have tried my level best to fix the situation,”
he says. "But thus far I have failed. Somehow, it
would seem, the syndicate has managed to dis-
suade the local administration from taking
action.”

“Burimari land port is vital to this constitu-
ency's socio-economic development,” he contin-
ues. "If the toll collection continues there's a risk
that this land port will become unviable, and if
that occurs it will severely impact the local econ-
omy. I hope the prime minister can help us
soon.”

According to the parliamentarian's letter, an
average of 1,200 trucks transport goods, princi-
pally quarried stone, through the land port every
day. It means that the syndicate potentially earns
in the region Tk 8 lakh per day from illegal tolls.

Talking to The Daily Star, some local labour
leaders alleged that an influential ruling party
leader, also a clearing agent at the land port, is
behind the toll collection syndicate. They claim
some other leaders are also involved.

Burimari land port Transport Workers
UUnion President Awlad Hossain said they
only collect a toll of Tk 35 from each truck

driver as a contribution to the labourer wel-
fare fund. He said they never pressure any
driver to pay illegal tolls.

Patgram Police Station Officer-in-Charge
(OC) Sajjad Hossain, meanwhile, says that
no truck driver or transport owner has ever
raised an allegation of illegal toll extraction
with the police, and for this reason the police
haven't conducted any drive against the prac-
tice. “Of course if we were ordered by higher
authorities to conduct such a drive,” he says,
“we would.”

Patgram Upazila Nirbahi Officer (UNO)
Noor Qutubul Alam notes that a joint meeting
between members of the district administra-
tion, police and businesspeople was held in
the first week of March this year but it didn't
bring any output as the illegal toll collection
from the transport is still going on, “I have
informed our Deputy Commissioner (DC) sir,
of the matter and without government's higher
authority's necessary step it would not be
possible to make Burimari land port free from
illegal toll collection,” he said adding they are
waiting higher authority's direction and mea-
sure in this regard.

Janata Bank Road in Patuakhali's Mirzaganj upazila went under water that entered through a number of breaches
developed in the flood control embankment along the Payra river.

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Unusual tidal surge and rain for the
last four days caused flooding in many
areas and inundated over 100 villages
in different upazilas of Patuakhali and
Barguna.

High tide due to the impact of full
moon has also damaged Aman seed-
beds on vast tracts of land in those
villages.

Besides, most of the village roads
went under water that entered through
many damaged portions of different
flood control dykes.

Thousands of vehicles got stuck at
Lebukhali ferry terminal on
Patuakhali-Barisal road as ferry ser-
vices remain stopped for the last four
days after the area went under water
due to the high tide, ferry supervisor
Abdur Rashid said.

Several hundred fishing trawlers

pHOTO: sTar took shelter at different points

Three people have been killed in
Tangail, Jessore and Brahmanbaria.

A schoolboy was found murdered in
Tangail yesterday, reports our corre-
spondent.

The deceased was Mohaimenul Islam
Hamim, 16, son of Shafiqul Islam of Purbo
Adalatpara area in the district
town, and a Class IX student of
Sristy School. _

He remained missing since |
Monday night, said Md Main
Uddin, officer-in-charge of
Nagarpur Police Station.

Police recovered the body
from Nagarpur upazila yes-
terday morning.

The body bore injury marks,
the OC said, adding that the
reason behind the murdercould notbe known
immediately.

According to our Benapole corre-
spondent, a woman was killed alleg-
edly by her husband in Jessore's
Pagladaho area on Monday.

The deceased was Fatema Bagum 28,
wife of Daud Hossain of the area.

Oliar Rahman, brother of the victim,

IMPACT OF FULL MOON

Over 100 villages flooded
in Patuakhali, Barguna

along Shibbaria river and two fish
landing stations in Alipur and
Mohipur in Patuakhali's Kalapara
upazila, Alipur Fish Traders
Association President Ansar Uddin
Mollah said, adding that the fishing
trawlers came to the shore as the sea
became very rough.

Over 60 wvillages in Rangabali,
Galachipa, Dashmina and Mirzaganj
upazilas of the district have been
flooded due to the tidal surge.

Meanwhile, many houses and
business establishments in at least
10 villages under Lalua union in
Kalapara upazila went under water
as breaches developed in the flood
control embankment along
Ramnabad river.

Trader Nurul Kabir Jhunu said
Baliatali ferry terminal on Kalapara-
Kuakata alternative road also went
under water due to the high tide.

At least five villages in Mirzaganj

woman. Daud often threatened to kill
Fatema when she protested his extra-
marital affair, said Oliar.

Daud strangled Fatema following an
altercation over the issue on Monday
night.

Daud went into hiding soon after the

incident, said police.

In Brahmanbaria, a man
was hacked to death allegedly
by his younger brothers over a

| land dispute at Kashinagar
village in Bijoyanagar upazila
on Sunday.

The deceased was Amjad
Hossain, 50, son of Shawkat
Ali of the village, reports our
correspondent.

The victim's wife Parveen

Akthersaid Amjad had aland dispute with his
two younger brothers - Kawsar Mia and
Osman Mia.

As asequel to the dispute, Kawsar and
Osman hacked Amjad, leaving him
critically injured on Sunday.

He
Brahmanbaria Sadar Hospital.

later died on way to

upazila have been flooded after seawa-
ter entered through breaches of the
flood control embankment along
Payra river.

Patuakhali Water Development
Board (WDB) Executive Engineer Md
Hasanuzzaman said they will take
steps to repair the damaged dyke after
the ongoing monsoon.

Meanwhile, most of the Aman
seedbeds in 40 villages under Taltali,
Amtali, Patharghata and Bamna
upazilas of Barguna were flooded due
to the tidal surge.

“Fish worth Tk three lakh cultivated
on my two enclosures were washed
away due to the tidal surges,” Toiyab
Gazi of Ghopkhali village in Taltali
upazila said.

WDB's record keeper of water level
Abul Kalam Azad said water level of
the Payra river was flowing 25 centi-
metres above the danger mark yester-
day noon.

2 youths held with hemp

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pirojpur

Two youths were caught with hemp yesterday by members
of Pirojpur police and Detective Branch (DB) of police from

Hulerhat Steamer Terminal in the district,

The arrestees are Niamul Hossain alias Zunaed, 20, son
of Mir Gani Hossain of Bangsal area in Dhaka, and Nayim
Pathan, 19, son of Md Alauddin Pathan of Mushlimbag area

in Kamrangir Char in Dhaka.

Pirojpur Police Station Officer-in-Charge (OC) SM Ziaul
Haque said, acting on a tip-off, a joint team of cops from
Pirojpur Sadar Police Station and DB went to Hulerhat

Steamer Terminal and caught the duo.

They searched the arrestees and recovered seven kilograms of
hemp, keptin aschool bag in two packets, from their possession.

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Rangpur boy missing from
Dhaka for seven days

Mamun's mother Mazeda Begum said

capital Dhaka on July 11.

tions this year from Abdur Rouf College.

A boy from Rangpur went missing from

The missing boy, Md Mamun Mia, 20, son
of Nurul Islam of Shibtari village under Pirganj
upazila of Rangpur, passed the HSC examina-

Mamun's elder brother Saddam Hossain
filed a general diary with Tejgaon Police
Station in Dhaka on July 12 in this regard.

Mamun had been in Dhaka since he

her son went missing while returning to his
rented residence at Sewrapara from
Farmgate on July 11 around 1:30pm.

“It has been seven days and we are yet to
know his whereabouts,” Mazeda said.
Police are not so serious about investigating
the incident, she added.

A human chain was formed in front of
Rangpur Press Club on Monday, demand-
ing his immediate rescue. They also handed
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Raped girl kills self

Her 'lover' had spread their intimate
photos in social media

(?ﬁm)
(@E-3) (SIS (@S9
(FeT-205¢ ST

9o J2d

TiGr @92 AEee  Fgeife
ARG REEW 992
feeEe! e 2T |

RIIRGlE

e e e e

od | OTEAI/ALE 3 | wrar SfgweE, T, BIe |
ol | WAUTEE J9 2 | od/so/svfEls =0T wo/on/r0dsl: fw Fury fafeq g
I ©IF HAKAIRA ST I A R{efe |
| oo | Fae@ SR A ¢ | com oI, coE S, SgRe |
o8 | waTaw [wies 9w & oifee 3 | FET T WEriEee, g REr, @ 99 9 W
@b .08 .¢00,00¢.08,.008,5-5290/5 wiferd-
o¢/oq/205bts
0@ | WACTER ATCFEE 7o 3 | 03205
I ob | 3T WAUEHISIAT YTOT @S] | § | WAIE CELACD CLHA® S |
oq | ANED @ TS &ifeg oA s | wreT AET oRee |
ob | WHYE W ahe g | e weeia Awe |
ob | waTE Wi a2 ¢ | = Ao sEEE, el SEEE Sgeis, S G-
wereifamires = ierg, F2ea e, aeeE/or e, o |
I So | wadl@ vt fercye o ©ifde @ | 2 | Sb/ob/2odvlEE UE si00 9hE o
I
5y | veem o R g 3 | (3) TR Tow, EEN FEONE, IFAIS () WA W,
I TR () (T ST TR, SIFAe |
32 | vEeE N (AT eife @ g 2 | S%/ob/303tlEE FHE v-oo BOH TWE @ d3-00 THHE
HG |
Yo | waei@ 91 TEeartE A s | s»/ob/20s5v T Sifed &= 33-90 "o |
38 | WaelE TeTEe SMd Sl BT | § | (I FANEd  wEETE, @ e, Sedins |
B, SifaY @ 7y Safob /20503 @ S:00 96 |
se | wao@ wiEers 3o (eifefoa ) s | A¢o/-(3Te*re =4 Bl Wim |
Sy | T T 2 | od/So/205bHE T wolon/s0dslEE TE |
39 | FEAE EEEEE o s | vo,000/-
So | VEATEE AT (F R DTSRG | 3 | ATE GIACD SRS S |
TYE FALS 2
waeE PAfESrEe e “0e THYSNd JARe 00 wa7id Wilde Fa0e 209 | Ha9d Hea@ S il
TR B P FEATHE AL A TGOS AT | FEAF (T B A DT & I @
szei/aifes Fam SEsm Tt FE |
(T3 GATAW (T
(BT A
IR (o AT
f&e-»9e8 (BT THT-0Q V-0 0b90 (WEd)

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

A girl student of a medical assistant training school commit-
ted suicide on Saturday, failing to bear with the humiliation
by a 'lover' who spread photographs of their intimate rela-
tion through the social media.

The victim Asrafi Zaman Mim, 18, daughter of Julfikar
Zaman of Mridhapara village in Pabna's Faridpur upazila,
and a first year student of Trauma Medical Assistant
Training School in the capital, hanged herself at her village
home,

Victim's father filed a case with Faridpur Police Station,
accusing Ashikuzzaman Ashik, 22, the cheat lover, his father
Masud Uz Zaman and mother Tina Zaman of Savar village
in the upazila, on charge of provoking his daughter's sui-
cide,

"Ashik, a student of aeronautical engineering at a private
university, became intimate with my daughter in Dhaka. He
violated her on March 14 and spread out their intimate
photographs through social media,” said Julfikar Zaman,
father of the victim.

“After knowing the matter, 1 repeatedly requested
Ashik's family to arrange marriage between him and my
daughter but they refused. Ashik threatened my daugh-
ter to spread more photographs through the social
media.”

"Being cheated and humiliated, my daughter hanged
herself in her room on Saturday, leaving a note, 'Ashik is
responsible for my death’,” Julfikar said.

Police sent the body to Pabna Medical College
Hospital morgue for autopsy on the day. Accused Ashik
and his parents fled after the incident. Investigation is
on and police is trying to arrest the culprits,” said Md

| Emran Hossain, officer in charge of the police station.
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