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AL's Liton campaigns
alone

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

BNP blames AL

for rifts in alliance

DWOHA CHOWDHURY, Sylhet

Serniabat skips 'face

to face with citizens'

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

When seeking votes door-to-door, most mayoral candidates
are keeping their party seniors with them. Awami League
nominated candidate AHM Khairuzzaman Liton's case,
however, is different; he is campaigning alone.

While campaigning, BNP candidate Mosaddek Hossain
Bulbul appeared among voters accompanied by the party
chairperson's adviser and former Rajshahi mayor Mizanur
Rahman Minu. BNP's Rajshahi city unit general secretary
Shafiqul Haque Milon is also accompanying Bulbul.

Ganasamhati Andolon's central coordinator Zonayed
Saki appeared in the campaigns for the party's Rajshahi
coordinator Murad Morshed who is contesting as an inde-
pendent candidate.

Liton is seemingly avoiding the party's leaders who are
well-known. He would allow only the respective ward AL
leaders to accompany him when he is visiting a certain ward.
Liton's family members are also campaigning separately.

AL's Rajshahi city unit general secretary Dablu Sarker
said Liton has asked party leaders and his family members
to campaign for him separately for covering a wider area.

An AL insider, however, had other information. Seeking
anonymity, he said Liton does not want to taint his cam-
paign with the company of "disputed” leaders and activists.

"As our party has been in power, it is natural that some of
our leaders have earned criticism for their roles in corruption,
tender trade and aggravating people through illegal occupa-
tion of footpaths, government lands and violence,” he said.

Liton, however, denied this. He said, “The voters want to
see their leaders up close, and talk to them personally during
election campaign. They want to hug their leaders and

SEE PAGE 4 COL 7

It's a tough road ahead for the BNP mayoral candidate, Not
only Ariful Haque Chowdhury has to face a rebel BNP can-
didate, but also a Jamaat-e-Islami-backed independent
candidate in the July 30 Sylhet city polls.

BNP leaders blamed Awami League for mechanising the
rift inside the 20-party alliance and alleged that the two
other candidates shared “close ties” with the ruling party.

The candidates (ruling party, rebel and Jamaat-backed
ones), however, denied the allegation.

Meanwhile, many voters are bothered about the issue.

Dulal Miah, a rickshaw-puller in Akhalia area, said, “If
BNP continues to quarrel among themselves, Awami League
will win easily.”

Sharif Ahmed, a businessman in Rikabibazar area, said
the BNP candidate's votes would be split in three ways,
which would eventually benefit the AL candidate.

Ali Ahmed, general secretary of Sylhet district unit BNP
and a member of Ariful's election management committee,
alleged that rebel candidate Badruzzaman Selim and
Ehsanul Mahbub Jubayer, ameer of city unit of Jamaat-e-
Islami, have close ties with AL's Badar Uddin Ahmed
Kamran.

“Jamaat leaders are facing hurdles everywhere except for
Sylhet as AL leaders are involved in business with them. We
saw how Jamaat's candidate started campaigning months
before the election without any problem,” he alleged.

He said Badruzzaman Selim has been suspended from
the party as “we are sure he is working in favour of the ruling
party candidate”.

Al leadersin Sylhet Selim and Jubayer denied the allegation.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 3

Mayoral candidates of upcoming Barisal City Corporation
(BCC) polls came together to sit face to face with their voters
and answer their questions yesterday, sans Awami League's
candidate Serniabat Sadig Abdullah, who rather mysteri-
ously remained absent.

The "face to face with citizens” programme was organ-
ised by the Barisal chapter of Shushashoner Jonno Nagorik
(Shujan) at Ashwini Kumar Hall in Sadar Road area of the
city.

Six mayoral candidates out of seven -- Mojibor Rahman
Sarwar (BNP), Igbal Hossain Taposh (Jatiya Party), Abul
Kalam Azad (CPB), Obaidur Rahman Mahabub (Islami
Andolon Bangladesh), Dr Manisha Chakrabarty (BSD)
Bashir Uddin Junu (Independent/rebel Japa) -- attended
the programme, They signed a written oath to make the city
free from corruption, drug addiction and terrorist activities.
They also promised to make Barisal a beautiful and clean
model city, raising their hands together to seek co-operation
from citizens.

Shujan secretary Dr Badiul Alam Majumdar coordinated
the event, while Saha Sajeda, president of the organisation's
Barisal City chapter, presided over the meeting that saw an
attendance of about a thousand people.

Shujan was told Serniabat's absence was a decision from
his party, said Akkas Hossain, district general secretary of
Shujan. His absence at the event, however, was met with
mixed reactions.

The other mayoral candidates spoke about their vision if
they are elected as Barisal city mayor.

BNP candidate Mojibor Rahman Sarwar said they are
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Friend killed jeweller

over money
Say police at press briefing

OUR CORRESPONDENT, N 'ganj

Dispute over money led to the killing of Prabir Ghosh,
whose dismembered body was recovered on Monday
night from an abandoned underground water reservoir
in a building at Amalpara in Narayanganj city, said
police.

Police said this at a press briefing on Tuesday at the
office of the superintendent of police (SP) in
Narayanganj.

SP Moinul Haque, additional SP of detective branch
(DB) Nur-e-Alam and a number of high officials of police
were present during the briefing.

Police recovered the body of Prabir, owner of Bholanath
Jewellers in the city's Kalirbazar area, after gleaning infor-
mation from two suspected killers -- Prabir's friend Pintu
Devnath, who also owns a jewellery store; and Pintu's
employee Bapen Bhowmik Babu.

According to the evidence found during primary investi-
gation, Pintu and Bapen killed Prabir at Pintu's flat in
Amalpara area and dismembered the body before hiding it
in an abandoned water reservoir in the same building, the
police officials said.

Before going missing on June 18, Prabir used to loan his
friend, Pintu, money that he received from his brother
Soumik Ghosh, who lives in Italy, police said.

Pintu planned and killed Prabir in his flat as the victim
wanted his money back. Police tracked down and arrested
Bapen on Monday using mobile phone technology. They
arrested Pintu the same day.

Prabir's elder brother Biplob Ghosh however said
money cannot be the only motive for his brother's
killing.

Further details will be available once a thorough investi-
gation into the killing is complete, police officials said
duringthe briefing.

A portion of the damaged levee at Ranagachha village by the Jhinai river.

Levee damage: Tangail town at flood risk

BFU]J POLLS
Result of
president post
postponed

BSS, Dhaka

The result of the election of
Bangladesh Federal Union
of Journalists (BFU]J) was
unofficially announced last
night, postponing results of
the president post.

“The result of president
post has been postponed as
all three candidates applied
for recounting ballot
papers,” BFU]J election
conducting committee
chairman Alamgir Hossain
told BSS.

He said final result will
be announced after recount-
ing ballots.

Alamgir said Shabaan
Mahmood has been elected
secretary general, while Dip
Azad was elected treasurer.

Other office bearers are
vice president Ishtiag Reza,
joint secretary general Abdul
Majid and office secretary
Barun Bhowmik Nayon.

The four elected execu-
tive committee members
are Sheikh Mamunur
Rashid, Nure Jannat Akhter
Sima, Sebika Rani and
Khairuzzaman Kamal.

Voting was held from
9:00am to 5:00pm at 10
units of BFU]J in Dhaka,
Chittagong, Khulna, Jessore,
Bogra, Rajshahi, Kushtia,
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OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Vast swathes of Tangail town as well as the sadar
upazila are under threat of getting washed away
as portions of the town's embankment has been
devoured by the Jhinai river.

Although the river, a distributary that
branched off the Jamuna, has already eroded a
significant width of the embankment at
Ranagachha village under Gharinda union over
the last two days, the authorities concerned did
not take any step to check the erosion.

The road on the embankment has also been

Thursday, this correspondent spoke with sev-
eral villagers who said they were living in fear
as a number of dwellings and croplands have
already gone under the rising water of the
Jhinai river.

Tula Miah, a resident of Ranagachha village,
said, “Nearly half of the levee's width along with
the road has already gone in the river over the last
couple of days and the rest of it may go in it any
moment now.”

“Even though the authorities should've taken
preventive measures to stop the erosion before
the water level rose, they are yetto do so.”

this year as influential people indiscriminately
lifted sand from the river using dredgers during
the dry season.”

"No step was taken to stop the illegal sand
lifting despite repeated complaints made to the
local administration,” he alleged.

Contacted, Shajahan Siraj, executive engi-
neer of Water Development Board in Tangail,
said he has already sent a proposal to the
ministry, seeking urgent preventive measures
to check the erosion.

Tangail's Deputy Commissioner Khan
Mohammad Nurul Amin said he also has sent a

Narayanganj, Mymensingh
and Cox's Bazar.

Cops escape
mob beating after
failing to frame man

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Manikganj

Two policemen were rescued from an angry mob after fail-
ing to frame an innocent villager by planting drugs in
Manikganj's Singair upazila on Thursday evening.

The incident took place in Chhoto Kaliakoir Bazar area.

Around 7:30pm, Sub-inspector Manik and constable
Zahid of Singair Police Station went to the area and caught
day labourer Hashem Ali, 22, when the latter was chatting
with villagers.

While grabbing Hashem, one of the policemen planted
two Yaba tablets in the pocket of his shirt, accused him of
being a drug peddler, and handcuffed him, said locals.

Hashem protested the incident right away and so did the
onlookers. The villagers also surrounded the cops and
started preparing to give them a beating.

On information, Officer-in-Charge of Singair Police Station
Khandaker Imam Hossain and local ward councillor Idris Ali
came there and rescued the two after two hours of discussion.

Seeking anonymity, locals said Hashem went to the market
to buy some medicines. On his way back, he was having a
conversation with some people on a bridge near the bazar. The
two policemen showed up at that time on a motorcycle.

Locals also said police had arrested several people by
falsely implicating them in drugs cases recently and
squeezed a huge amount of money from them. The inform-
ers get a share of the money.

Day labourer Hashem of Chhoto Kaliakoir village said, I
was talking to some villagers at the time. The policemen
arrived suddenly and grabbed me by the lungi and shirt I was
wearing. One of them quickly put something in my pocket
and said "Yaba pills were found in your pocket'.”

Talking to The Daily Star, OC Imam Hossain said the
policemen went to the place and made the arrest on the basis
of secret information. “But we found him innocent after I
went there and talked to the man. The situation arose
because the informer gave us false information about him.”

When asked, the OC however declined to say anything
about planting the drug.
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official Inviting Tender

Tongi Industrial Area, Tongi, Gazipur. Phone: 02-9810023.

a) The Tender shall be guided by the “PPR 2008 & “PPA 2006,

Md. Maniruzzaman Khan
Managing Director

Dhaka Club. Interested participants can participate in this
competition through web site dessertgenious.club as well as
Dan Cake's Facebook page or courier.

The first prize winner of the competition will get the
opportunity to travel to Denmark along with a companion.
Second and third prize winners will receive cash rewards.
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