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Attacks rattle Kunduz

Dozens killed as Taliban launch raids
on Afghan military bases, posts

AFP, Kunduz

Taliban attacks on Afghan security
forces in the country's north have
caused "heavy casualties”, officials
said yesterday, putting the number of
soldiers killed as high as 40 in ongoing
fighting.

Militants using night-vision goggles
launched simultaneous raids on sev-
eral Afghan military bases and posts in
Dashte Archi district in Kunduz prov-
ince overnight, defence ministry
spokesman Mohammad Radmanish
and other Afghan security sources told
AFP.

"We have suffered casualties, the
Taliban have also suffered casualties,”
Radmanish said.

Between 10 and 15 Afghan soldiers
had been killed so far, and about the
same number wounded, he added.

But an Afghan security source told
AFP that the death toll among security
forces was "more than 40", and
another confirmed that 39 had been
killed and 10 wounded.

A separate security source said there
had been "heavy casualties” among
the soldiers.

An air and ground operation
against the Taliban was under way,
Radmanish said.

But yesterday afternoon an army
base on the border between Kunduz
and Takhar provinces, where 29 secu-
rity forces had been killed and 17
others wounded, was still under
Taliban control, Takhar governor
spokesman Sunatullah Timor said.

"No reinforcements have come to
the area yet," he told AFP.

The Taliban claimed responsibility
on Twitter for the attacks, confirming
their fighters had captured an army
base as well as 11 posts, and killed 65
soldiers and "many local police".

The night-vision goggles used in the
latest attacks helped the Taliban fight-
ers execute their pre-dawn raid, a
senior Afghan commander told AFP.

He said the attacks were carried out
by the group’s elite Red Unit.

"Since we don't have the night-
vision (goggles), the Taliban can get
close to soldiers without them notic-
ing," he said.

Taliban have stolen armoured
Humvees, weapons and other equip-
ment -- including night-vision goggles
-- in previous raids on Afghan security
forces, helping them to carry out devas-
tating attacks.

Mohammad Hanif Rezayee, a
spokesman for the 209 Shaheen Army
Corps in the north, said two military
posts had fallen to the Taliban, but
security forces had managed to beat
backan attack on a base.

In a separate incident, Afghan forces
launched air strikes on a gathering of
high-ranking Taliban members in the
southeastern province of Ghazni,
killing 24 and wounding 17, the
defence ministry said in a statement
yesterday:.

Mullah Amir Khan Mutaqi, who was a
Taliban minister during its 1996-2001
regime, and the Taliban shadow gover-
nor for Ghazni were among those
injured in the attack in Nawa district,
the defence ministry said.

CALLS FOR PEACE

In early April an Afghan air strike on an
outdoor religious gathering in Dashte
Archi killed or wounded 107 people,
mostly children, a UN report released
in May found.

The Taliban vowed revenge for the
attack, which the government and
military said had targeted a Taliban
base where senior members of the
group were planning attacks.

A recent ceasefire between Afghan
security forces and the Taliban during
the Islamic holiday Eid had raised
hopes that an end to hostilities in the
war-weary country was possible.

Both sides expressed a deep fatigue
with the conflict as they celebrated the
ceasefire with selfies and hugs in the
streets.

Since then, however, the Taliban
have returned to the battlefield,
launching deadly attacks against the
Afghan military across the country.

The latest attacks come as President
Ashraf Ghani attends a Nato summit
in Brussels where he will be hoping to
get a greater commitment from mem-
bers to the nearly 17-year conflict.

Currently, there are about 14,000
US troops in Afghanistan, providing
the main component of the Nato
mission there to support and train
local forces.

On Wednesday, more than 100
Muslim scholars from around the
world meeting in the Saudi holy city of
Makkah issued an urgent appeal for
peace in Afghanistan.

So far the Taliban have not
responded to Ghani's offers for dia-
logue, instead demanding to sit down
with the United States, which has
dismissed this proposal.

FF quota to stay
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This is my question.”

Pointing to the quota reform move-
ment, Hasina said the demonstrators
cannot say what they actually want.

She further said those involved in
the attack on the residence of the
Dhaka University vice chancellor will
not be spared.

“They cannot be spared. They are
being arrested, and an investigation is
underway. Many of them have already
made confessions,” she said, adding
that all the culprits will be arrested, no
matter where they are.

Attacks on the VC's residence,
torching of vehicles and looting of
valuables cannot be acts of any stu-
dents, she added.

No country other than Bangladesh
offers higher education at such low
costs, the PM pointed out.

Many of the demonstrators who are
university students pay only Tk 15 a
month as seat rent at dormitories and
Tk 30 for a meal, yet they are carrying
out movement, she mentioned.

“Is it a movement? It is chaos that
can never be tolerated,” she said, refer-
ring to vandalising of hall gates and
female students coming out of dormi-
tories at midnight.

“If they continue to do so, should
not they pay seat rent and costs of meal
at the current market prices?”

In her over 50-minute speech, the
PM also praised the opposition leaders
and all MPs for playing a very construc-
tive role in the budget session.

A decent and fair atmosphere pre-
vails in the current parliament, and the
House operated the way it should, she
mentioned.

Hasina said the current parliament
formed through the 2014 election did
not see any untoward incident or hear
any unwarranted words. “There were
very constructive discussions here
which increased the dignity of parlia-
ment before the nation to a large
extent, and people's confidence in it
has been restored.”

About the next general election, the
PM hoped all including the opposition
-- the Jatiya Party -- will participate in
the polls.

“If people want, they will again cast
votes in favour of boat [the election
symbol of the Awami League| and give
us the opportunity to serve them,”

Referring to the government's vari-
ous development activities, Hasina
said Bangladesh is marching forward
and will continue to do so. “Nobody
can neglectit now.”

Opposition Leader Raushan Ershad
urged the PM to consider with sympa-
thy the students’ demand for quota
reform.

In her winding-up speech in the
budget session, she called upon the
PM to raise the age limit for entry to
government jobs to 35 and fix the
retirement age at 65.

“There is confusion among our

children about quota. It's usual that
they will seek jobs after completion of
studies. It's also usual for them to stage
demonstrations [demanding quota
reforms]. They are our children, We
must provide them with jobs at any
cost,” Raushan said.

“I would like to urge the prime min-
ister through you [the Speaker] to con-
sider with sympathy the quota reform
issue. | know our prime minister has a
motherly heart.  request her to consider
the issue. I know she will do it as she
loves the country and its people.”

Pointing to the current 10th parlia-
ment, the opposition leader said this
parliament is the most effective and
successful parliament in the history of
Bangladesh no matter who says what
about it.

"Many people criticise the present
parliament. But no parliament in the
past, especially in the last 20 to 25
years, was as effective as the present
one,” she added.

Khaleda
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months' bail to Khaleda in the case.
Yesterday, the HC bench started

hearing Khaleda's appeal, with her

lawyers Abdur Razaque Khan and AJ

Mohammad Ali reading out from the

paper book of the case.

Advocate Khurshid Alam Khan
appeared for the ACC.

The court adjourned till Sunday the
hearing of the appeal.

The same HC bench is set to hear
four appeals in the graft case. Of the
pleas, one was filed by the BNP chief
seeking acquittal of the charges and
another by the ACC seeking increase in
Khaleda’s jail term.

Two others convicts Qazi Saleemul
Huq alias Qazi Kamal and Sharfuddin
Ahmed filed appeals seeking acquittal
of the charges.

The trial court had also jailed BNP
acting chairman Tarique Rahman and
four others to 10 years' imprisonment
and fined them Tk 2.1 crore each.
APEX COURT ORDER
The Appellate Division of the Supreme
Court yesterday asked the HC bench,
led by Justice Enayetur Rahim, to start
hearing Khaleda's appeal in the graft
case.

The court said any prayer seeking time
would be considered if the HC could not
conclude the hearing by July 31.

A four-member bench of the
Appellate Division, headed by Chief
Justice Syed Mahmud Hossain, passed
the order in response to two petitions
filed by Khaleda seeking review of its
May 16 order that directed the same
HC bench to conclude hearing of the
BNP chief's appeal by July 31.

The apex court yesterday kept the
review petitions of Khaleda standover
(pending) till July 31.

UPDF man killed
in Khagrachhari

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khagrachhari

Unidentified criminals hacked and
shot dead an activist of United
People's Democratic Front (UPDF) in
Khagrachhari town yesterday.

The deceased was Gyanendra
Chakma, 40.

Niron Chakma, a member of
UPDF's information and publicity unit,
blamed Jana Sanghati Samity (MN
Larma) for the murder. The ]SS faction,
however, refuted the allegation.

Details of the incident were not
available immediately.

We'll be ready
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Nobody gave up," said Dalic, whose
teamn have played the equivalent of
one match more than the French.

"We prepared to get to the final
and we want to play it. Going to
extra-time might be a problem along
with the fact France have had an extra
day to recover but there will be no
excuses,” he added.

"We have to play as if this were the
first game in this tournament.”

No team has ever made it to the
World Cup final after going to extra-
time in all three prior knockout
rounds -- England twice won in extra-
time in 1990 before losing on penal-
ties to West Germany in the semifinals.

Dalic was only appointed as
Croatia coach towards the end of
their qualifying campaign, leading
them to Russia via a play-off win
against Greece.

He described France as a "top-
drawer team with fantastic players”,
but his own side have earned their
place in the final, their victory over
England coming after they earlier
destroyed Lionel Messi and Argentina
with a 3-0 win in the group stage.

Luka Modric has been inspirational
throughout their run, yet there were
numerous outstanding performances
at the Luzhniki Stadium as Croatia
recovered from a shaky opening half
hour.

Among the best was Marcelo
Brozovic, the Inter Milan midfielder
brought into the line-up to provide
extra steel in front of the defence.

"We were the better team in all
aspects of the game," said Dalic.

"We played better than we did
against Argentina. 1 told the players
before the game there was no pres-
sure -- we have reached the semifi-
nals, enjoy your football and this was
exactly what we did."

Croatia now have the chance to
take revenge on France after losing 2-
1 in Paris when the sides met in the
semifinals back in 1998 -- Dalic
travelled to that World Cup as a fan.

With such a modest population,
they are the smallest country to get to
a World Cup final since Uruguay back
in 1950, and in the modern game it
is a staggering achievement.

"For Croatian football and Croatia
as a country this is history being
written," said the 51-year-old Dalic.

"We are going to play England in
the League of Nations (in October)
and we don't have a proper stadium
to play that game. But we have our
hearts, our pride and our players
and that is what is really important
to us.”

He will just be hoping that all of
them are fit enough for one last effort
against a fearsome French side.

Blackmailers
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Rahmat and the other suspects later
dumped Mamun's body in Gazipur.

Rahmat, 35, who was arrested on
Tuesday, is being interrogated by
Detective Branch of police. He is on a
seven-day remand.

He has given the names of 10-12
other suspects involved in the mur-
der.

He told detectives that the gang
often blackmailed its victims. Rahmat
also told police that the gang rented
7-8 flats in different parts of the
capital to conduct illegal activities.
The flats were rented by suspects
named Nazrul Islam and Sheikh
Hridoy alias Papon alias Rabiul.

Inspector Mamun's elder brother
Jahangir Alam Khan told The Daily
Star yesterday that Mamun went to
the Banani flat on Sunday evening
from his Bashabo house after getting
a phone call from his friend.

After killing Mamun, the gang
members put his body in a sack and
took it to Gazipur in Rahmat's car.
They dumped the body in a bush in
an isolated area.

The suspects poured petrol on the
body and burnt it before dumping it,
police quoted Rahmat as saying.

Detectives recovered the body on
Tuesday.

Jahangir said Mamun was posted
to different police stations in Dhaka
and Chittagong since 2006. Mamun
was buried at Shahjahanpur grave-
yard on Wednesday.

Deputy Commissioner (East) of
Detective Branch Khandker Nurun
Nabi said he hoped to arrest more
suspects in a couple of days.

Police sources told The Daily Star
that the flat where the murder took
place was rented for Tk 45,000 a
month.
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that Rashed went to the councillor's

Rashed 'admits’ taking money from Rony

Daily Star could not independently
verify the authenticity of the videos.

Contacted, Rashed claimed he
made the admission under duress.

In two of the three clips, Rashed is
seen confessing that he took Tk 9.5
lakh from Rony as an investment in the
coaching centre business.

He is also heard saying that Rony
was his business partner and that the
partnership was based on trust and
there was no document.

In another clip, ward-3 Councillor
Kafil Uddin Khan is heard asking
Rashed to amicably settle the matter
with Rony.

At one stage of the conversation,
Rashed said that Rony demanded
some money back from him but he
could not do so as the coaching busi-
ness was incurring losses.

“As 1 failed to pay any money to
Rony, he wanted the whole amount
back which I took from him in 2017,"
Rashed said.

In one of the clips, Rashed and
several other people are seen sitting at
Kafil's house in the port city. Kafil is
also seen with them.

At one point, Kafil told Rashed: “If
you admit your mistake ... you will see,
Rony will stand by you.”

!

.
Nurul Azim Rony

Rashed Mia

Asked about the clips, Rashed
claimed that seven to eight people
picked him up along with one of his
students Sohanul Islam from
Cantonment School and College area
on Tuesday.

"They beat me up and forced me to
admit that Rony was my business
partner. Later they took me to the
house of Councillor Kafil Uddin. They
also forced me to sign on three stamps,
saying that I will withdraw the case,”
he claimed.

Immediately after coming out of the
councillor's house, he went to nearby
Baizid Police Station and filed a writ-
ten complaint, he added.

Ataur Rahman Khandakar, the
officer-in-charge there, confirmed
thisand said they were investigating
the matter.

However, Rony told The Daily Star

house on his own and that he was not
even there at the time.

He added that Rashed himself
requested the councillor the settle the
matter.,

The Daily Star could not reach the

councillor by phone for his comment

despite repeated attempts.
However,in a Facebook post, the

councillor quoted Rashed as telling at
his house: “1 was trying to withdraw the
case earlier. But I could not find anyone
trustworthy to help settle the matter.”
The post also says that Rashed
expressed regret for doing injustice to
Rony and agreed to pay the money

back in instalments,

Rony made headlines in March after
a video clip went viral where he was
seen slapping the principal of the
Chittagong Biggyan College, accusing
him of realising extra money from
HSC examinees.

The principal, Jahed Khan, filed a
case against eight BCL men, including
Rony, on April 4 accusing them of
demanding Tk 20 lakh in extortion
MOoney.

Rony was sent to jail on June 4 in
this case and came out of prison on
bail three days later.

List of drug dealers
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The BGB official, however, did not
disclose the number and names in the
list when he was speaking at a post-
summit joint briefing at BGB head-
quarters in Pilkhana in the capital.

The four-day summit between BGB
and Myanmar's Border Guard Police
(BGP) ended vyesterday, with both
sides pledging to improve the frontier
security.

The conference was held at a time
when tension rose in the bordering
areas as about 10 lakh Rohingyas fled
to Bangladesh to escape persecution by
Myanmar security forces since August
25 last year.

The Rohingya issue, however, was
not discussed in the summit repre-
sented by an 11-member Myanmar
delegation and 13 top officials of BGB,
Prime Minister's Office, and foreign
and home ministries from the host
side.

Though Rohingyas took shelter in
Bangladesh fearing adverse situation
in Myanmar, some Teknaf-based top
drug dealers, having good connections
with their counterparts in Myanmar,
fled to the country since the anti-
narcotics drive began on May 4 in the
country, said law enforcers.

At least 178 suspected drug dealers
have been killed and thousands
arrested in the crackdown. But the top
drug barons in Cox's Bazar area,
including lawmaker Abdur Rahman
Bodi's cousin Mong Mong Sen and

other relatives, are still out of the drag-
net. Many of them too reportedly have
fled to Myanmar.

The names of Bodi and several of
Bodi's relatives, including Mong
Mong, are in a list prepared by the
home ministry.

In the briefing, Brig Gen Majibur
said Bangladesh was following a zero
tolerance policy against drugs, and
Myanmar police said they were also
carrying out anti-narcotic raids in their
country as per their policy.

Myanmar is intensifying the drive
further as their younger generation has
been affected by drugs, said Majibur,
quoting the Myanmar delegation.

Earlier this year, Dhaka handed
Yangon a list of 49 yaba factories and
the Myanmar authorities said they
would “look into it”,

Officials at the home and foreign
ministries earlier repeatedly said the
Myanmar authorities had done noth-
ing so far though they urged them to
take effective steps to stop drug smug-
gling into Bangladesh.

Replying to a query, Majibur said
Myanmar police claimed that their
security forces never used mines and
IEDs in the bordering areas.

But many Rohingyas who took
refuge in Bangladesh recounted mine
or IED explosions in the Myanmar
territory when they were fleeing to
Bangladesh.

Replying to a question, an official
from Myanmar said, “There is no

challenge to cooperate with each other
because we have a long history of
cooperation. We have a little bit of
language barrier on the ground level
but we will overcome very soon
because we are going to establish a
border liaison office soon.”

When a journalist pointed out the
Rohingyas' allegation against BGP of
killing and torture, Police Brigadier
General Myo Than, chiet of police
general staff of Myanmar, who was
leading the Myanmar delegation,
angrily shouted "objection”.

Officials from the Bangladesh side
then said the issue was out of agenda,
while the Myanmar side said they
talked about the security along the
borders.

Lt Col Mahfuzer Rahman, director
(operation) of the BGB, said both sides
also agreed to sit in immediate talks in
case of any shooting in the border,
ensure smooth coordination in border
patrol, share intelligence and informa-
tion, especially in case of any helicop-
ter operations near the border to avoid
any confusion.

Besides, both sides decided that
their forces would not cross the border
without prior permission, he said.

BGB Additional Director General
Brig Gen Anisur Rahman, who led the
Bangladesh team, was also present at
the briefing.

The next meeting between the two
forces is expected in January next year
in Myanmar.

Carlile refused entry to India
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Meridien Hotel here through
videoconferencing from London for
about half an hour and accused India
of giving in to the pressure of the
Bangladesh government.

In a statement, he said he wanted to
come to India to deliver a media brief-
ing as the Bangladesh government
“deliberately delayed” over his visa
application.

“I am grateful to the free media in
India for the opportunity to lay bare
the unfair and unjust approach of the
Bangladesh authorities to the case of
my client Begum Khaleda Zia,” he
added.

Yesterday afternoon, Indian
External Affairs Ministry Spokesperson
Raveesh Kumar told a weekly media
briefing that Carlile was intimated in
advance that his visa to enter the coun-
try had been revoked.

Replying to a question, the official
said they had informed Carlile in
advance that his visa was not valid.

Kumar said Carlile was aware of the
revocation of his visa and it was borne
out by the fact that he came with a
return boarding card for a return flight
to London within two hours. “It shows
he was prepared for the return flight.”

Carlile, a member of the British
House of Lords, arrived in New Delhi
by an Air India flight at 11:00pm (India
time) on Wednesday and returned by a
British Airways flight at 1:15am yester-
day, the MP's Media Adviser Lubna Asif
told The Daily Star.

Kumar said Carlile's e-visa was
revoked because there was “a discrep-
ancy between the purpose of his visit
the lawmaker mentioned in his visa
application and what he intended to
doin Delhi.”

According to the ministry spokes-
person, Carlile in his visa application
stated “business” as the purpose of his
India visit.

Displaying a copy of the statement
issued by Carlile accusing the govern-
ments of India and Bangladesh of
“political interference” in a case against
BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia, Kumar
said, “What kind of business is this?
What was the purpose of his visit?”

The official said Carlile on his arrival
at the Delhi airport was told by the
immigration authorities that he did
not have a “valid and appropriate visa”,

It is perfectly normal to revoke the
visa of a person if the e-visa is issued

and then something is found amiss
after ascertaining the intended purpose
of his visit, Kumar said.

“I see there is a little bit of suspicion
about his visit and his intention itself
was doubtful.... While applying for a
visa of any country, the purpose of your
visit as mentioned in the visa applica-
tion form should match what you
actually do on the ground after going
there.”

The official questioned, "Can you
g0 to a country with a student visa and
then take up a job there? You try doing
that and you see the consequences.”

He said one cannot claim visa as a
matter of right and it is the sole prerog-
ative of the authorities of a country to
issueit ornot.

“Carlile had come here to try and
create a problem between India and
Bangladesh and some kind of misun-
derstanding between India and BNP,”
the official said, adding “You do not
come in and say what all has been said
in the statement.”

In this context, Kumar said when-
ever a dignitary from India goes to
Bangladesh whether it is at the level of
the prime minister or the external
affairs minister, he or she engages with
opposition leaders as part of normal
diplomatic and democratic process.
CARLILE'S STATEMENT
In the statement, Carlile yesterday
claimed he was refused entry to India
while in midair,

“The Indian government knew
perfectly well why I was coming -- to
give this [media] briefing and to meet
the Commonwealth Human Rights
Initiative. This is no way to treat a 70-
year-old senior lawyer and parliamen-
tarian.”

“I am outraged by political interfer-
ence in Begum Khaleda Zia's case on
political grounds by the two govern-
ments and I expect a full explanation
from the Indian government,” the
British lawmaker said, adding there
would be a further briefing in London
in a few days' time.

He said his interest in the case was
only as one of the team of counsels
instructed on Khaleda's behalf. "My
particular role is to examine the evi-
dence and judgments against her and
to advise and comment as to whether
they fall within international and
common rule of law norms, which are
applicable in Bangladesh.”

Carlile expressed alarm over the

“control of the judiciary” by the
Bangladesh government. “Last week's
media attack on me by the attorney
general for my mere involvement as
counsel in this case demonstrates an
example of the venal sin of political
interference in a court case, Also, hear-
ings are manipulated to be placed
before judges who were Awami League
activists before being elevated to the
Bench.”

About the case against Khaleda, he
said, “In summary, in the various pro-
ceedings against my client there is no
admissible evidence against her of
dishonesty or other criminal activity.
Judgment and imprisonment are
founded upon assertions that amount
to guilt by association -- because she
knows someone or is close to them, she
1s held liable for their alleged dishon-
esty. This is an outrage against the
normal burden and standard of proof,”
the British MP said.

The lawyer charged that the
Bangladesh government behaved
“dishonestly, with a clear ulterior
motive -- to keep his client, her son
Tarique Rahman, and the BNP out of
effective Bangladesh politics and
thereby out of the forthcoming elec-
tion”. He termed it an affront to democ-
racy.

Carlile said an example of the "ma-
nipulation” of Khaleda's case relates to
bail applications and hearings. “Bogus
applications under a practice called
shown arrested are made so that, just
when a person is about to be bailed, a
new custody warrant is issued to defeat
the grant of bail. This device has been
used repeatedly to defeat my client's
legitimate bail.”

BNP SURPRISED, SHOCKED
Expressing surprise and shock over the
denial of entry to Carlile by India, BNP
Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul Islam
Alamgir yesterday said such an inci-
dent was not consistent with the prac-
tice of freethinking in the world's
largest democracy.

"He |Carlile| wanted to go to India
as the Bangladesh government didn't
grant him visa. We are shocked as India
denied him entry,” he said in a state-
ment issued in Dhaka, adding that the
lawyer wanted to hold a press confer-
ence in New Delhi to protest jailing of
Khaleda.



