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BARISAL
Campaigning on
in full swing

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

RAJSHAHI
Blame game begins

right away

STAFF CORRESPOMNDENT, Rajshahi

Mayoral candidates of Barisal City Corporation have
started election campaigning in full swing,

Serniabat Sadiq Abdullah, the AL mayoral hopeful, has
been busy visiting various areas, seeking support from
people.

Yesterday, he visited a primary school in Mollick Road
area and spoke to locals in Kalibari Road area. Some cen-
tral leaders also accompanied him. District, city and ward-
level units of Awami League are also holding meetings
almost every day on his behalf.

BNP-backed Mojibor Rahman Sarwar distributed pam-
phlets on Sadar Road. Jatiya Party's Igbal Hossain Taposh
visited Rasul Pur area under ward 9.

Manisha Chakrabarty of Bangladesher Samajtantrik
Dal and Abul Kalam Azad of CPB were also busy con-
vincing voters, calling upon them to bring change in the

mayoral post.
Election to BCC is scheduled for July 30.

11 CENTRES SELECTED FOR USING EVM
The Election Commission has decided to use electronic voting
machines (EVM) in 11 centres under wards 12, 20, 21, 28.

The centres were chosen on the basis of voters' number,
accessibility to centres and voters' educational qualification,
among others, said Returning Officer Mujibur Rahman.

'SELECTION, NOT ELECTION'
Amid the mayoral race, allegations also run rife that many
councillor candidates have been pressurised to withdraw
their nomination papers.

Four out of 40 ward councillors have already been

SEE PAGE 4 COL 6

Rab arrests
Ansar Al Islam

operative

STAEF CORRESPONDENT

The Rapid Action Battalion
(Rab) yesterday claimed to
have arrested the media
wing coordinator of mili-
tant outfit Ansar Al Islam,
in Singair upazila of
Manikganj.

A team of Rab-3 arrested
Mohammad Ishak Khan, 32,
with some locally-made arms
and “books that incite extrem-
ism” during a special drive in
Kashimpur Irta village, said Lt
Col Emranul Hasan, com-
manding officer of Rab-3.

While addressing a brief-
ing at Rab media centre, the
officer said Ishak was one of
the coordinators of the
banned outfit's media wing,
and he used to recruit mem-
bers and inspire youths
towards extremism through
his writing.

Ishak passed Dawra-e-
Hadith in 2006 from
Mohammadpur's Jamia
Rahmania Arabia Madrasa
and came across Mufti
Jashimuddin Rahmani, also
chief of Ansarullah Bangla
Team, presently known as

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

Awami League's mayoral candidate for the Rajshahi city
corporation polls, AHM Khairuzzaman Liton yesterday
said BNP has now resorted to propaganda, foreseeing
their defeat in the upcoming election of Rajshahi City
Corporation.,

On the other hand, BNP candidate Mosaddek Hossain
Bulbul expressed his doubt over holding of a fair election
and alleged that AL men were beating up and driving
away his campaigners.

Liton campaigned among businessmen of the city's
main RDA market yesterday, while Bulbul visited door-to-
door in Kashiadanga, Kathalbaria, Haripur, Raipara and
Haragram areas to seek vote.

Bulbul told reporters that the ruling party men occu-
pied most places on the city streets covering those with
their posters and festoons, and were resisting BNP men
from hanging his campaign materials.

“News has come to us that some men of the adminis-
tration are instructing people of the slums to vote for
boat [the electoral symbol for AL],” said Bulbul.

Bulbul's chief campaign agent Tofazzal Hossain,
meanwhile, submitted a complaint with the returning
officer yesterday afternoon, bringing at least seven alle-
gations of violating the election code of conduct. The
complaints include removing and damaging of BNP
candidate's campaign material, and attacking and
threatening campaigners.

Contacted, the retuning officer Sayed Amirul Islam
said, they would forward the complaint to the police for
action.

Talking to newsmen at RDA market in the afternoon,

SEE PAGE 4 COL 6

The seven mayoral candidates at a “face to face with citizens” programme at Mohammad Ali Gymnasium in Sylhet's
Rikabibazar area yesterday. Sylhet chapter of Shujan organised the event.

SYLHET
Mayoral candidates

commit to fair polls

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

All seven mayoral candidates of the upcoming Sylhet city
polls held hands and made a pledge for a free and fair
election yesterday at a programme.

The 'face to face with citizens' programme, organised
by the Sylhet chapter of Shushashoner Jonno Nagorik
(Shujan), was held at Mohammad Ali Gynmasium at
Rikabibazar area in the city at noon.

Mayoral candidates Badar Uddin Ahmed Kamran (Awami
League), Ariful Haque Chowdhury (BNP), Abu Jafor (CPB-
Basod), Dr Moazzem (Islami Andolon Bangladesh),
Badruzzaman Selim (rebel BNP), Ehsanul Mahbub Jubayer
(Jamaat-e-Islami supported independent) and Ehsaul Haque
Taher (independent) were present at the programme.

Shujan's secretary Dr Badiul Alam Majumdar coordi-
nated the event while Shujan's Sylhet chapter president
Faruque Mahmud Chowdhury presided over.

All seven mayoral candidates spoke about their vision
if they are elected as Sylhet City Mayor. They then signed
a written document, prepared by Shujan, committing to a
free and fair election. Each candidate also had to answer
two questions from the citizens about their problems
regarding the city and how they intend to solve those.

Shujan will be holding similar programme at Barishal
and Rajshahi City on July 13 and 14 respectively. They
also have plans to hold 10 programmes with city council-
lor candidates at 10 random wards of Sylhet city.

ELECTORAL RULE VIOLATIONS
Amid the festive mood of election campaigns that began
yesterday, some candidates are violating electoral rules.
Awami League candidate Badar Uddin Ahmed Kamran's
SEE PAGE 4 COL 3
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He was shown arrested the same day
in a case filed under the ICT Act.

Dhaka for the first time on July 1, and

A mother's desperation

has been wandering from police station to DB
office to the CMM court every day, trying to get
herson out.

“On Tuesday, I met my son at DB office.
He looked devastated, and kept telling me
‘please ask them [police] to not beat me.
Please bring me out from remand,'” Saleha
said.

She earlier met Rashed at a Dhaka court,
before he was taken into a 10-day remand on
July 8.

“He was handcuffed the entire time,” Saleha
said as she broke into tears for the umpteenth
time.

SNAPS &
snippets

Malaysian defence minister
arrives today

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Malaysian Defence Minister
Mohamad Sabu arrives in Dhaka this
morning for a one-day official visit
to Bangladesh to meet high govern-
ment officials and visit Rohingya
refugees in Cox's Bazar.

He will call on Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina at 10:00am at PMO
today, said a foreign ministry press release.

He will also visit Rohingya refugee camps in Cox's
Bazaar. A press briefing will take place in Chittagong
before his departure.

K-Club hosts Korean Fair at IUB

CITY DESK

PHOTO: CGLLEC?;J
Independent University, Bangladesh (IUB) hosted
Korean Fair at university gallery on Tuesday.

K-Club under media and communications depart-
ment of IUB organised the event where Vice Chancellor
Prof M Omar Rahman was the chief guest and Min-jeong
Cho, cultural attaché of Embassy of Republic of Korea,
was special guest, says a press release.

Dr Mahbub Alam, dean of School of Liberal Arts and
Social Sciences; Dr Zakir Hossain Raju, head of media
and communications department; and Raiyana
Rahman, coordinator of K-Club; were also present.

Barrister Ishtiaq's death
anniversary today

CITY DESK

Today is the fifteenth death anniversary of Barrister
Syed Ishtiag Ahmed, former adviser to the caretaker
government in 2001, says a press release.

On the occasion, Syed Ishtiaqg Ahmed Smriti Parishad
will place wreaths and offer fateha at his grave in Dhaka's
Banani, and hold a milad mahfil at an orphanage.

Barrister Ishtiaq, a former attorney general in 1996,
made great contributions to the country's democratic
movements, the release added.

Brac launches community assistance
programme around Rohingya camps

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Brac yesterday inaugurated a programme to alleviate
poverty for communities residing around Rohingya
refugee camps in Ukhiya of Cox's Bazar.

The programme, in collaboration with UNHCR, will
provide assistance and extensive training to 3,000
people, says a press release. Among others, Cox's Bazar
Deputy Commissioner Kamal Hossain, UNO
Nikaruzzaman Chowdhury and Brac's Head of
Humanitarian Crisis Management Mohammad Abdus
Salam were present during the inauguration.

Asian Age inaccessible
via mobile internet

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Online readers of English daily The Asian Age have been
unable to access its website through mobile internet for the
last three days.

The portal, however, is accessible through other internet
services like broadband or Wi-Fi.

Neither telecom operators nor Bangladesh
Telecommunication Regulatory Commission (BTRC) gave
any clear explanation about the blockage, the newspapet's
Roving Editor Nadeem Qadir told The Daily Star yesterday:.

The newspaper become unavailable through the mobile
internet at 10:30am on Sunday, said The Asian Age.

The telecom operators have "blocked the link to their
site”, Nadeem said, citing complaints by readers.

The newspaper urged authorities concerned to identify
the cause behind this inconvenience and unblock its online
version to all readers with immediate effect.
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