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HE FUTURE OF SMARTPHONE TECH

MOHAMMAD ISHTIAQUE

It has been a mostly boring year for smartphones. For the first time in history, smartphﬂnﬂ sales figures across the US declined last year. Things just aren't the same anymore, with flagships
touting the same features and no real substantial improvement. The ones which offer anything over your previous smartphones cost a fortune. But all is not lost. There's still hope for the
smartphone industry, and here are some of the trends you might see this year.

Under display
fingerprint scanner

We've already seen this
tech pouring in, but
it'll be even faster. First
seen in the X20 from
Vivo, major players
such as HTC, Apple,
Samsung or Xiaomi are
yet to introduce the
feature in their phones.
But we presume that
under-display finger-
print reading is the

'uned amazingly even after 100,000 bends. The pro-
]Ect eventually took form as Samsung Galaxy X, and now
it's closer than ever. And Samsung isn't the only one run-
ning this race, last year Microsoft patented a foldable dis-
play, presumably for its Surface phone. LG even patented a
flexible display with a smartpen, hinting towards its
attempts at catching up with the world.

The bezels are dead

Gaming smartphones future, as it's getting
Up till now, Smartphones only had a few market segments for cover- 2017 was the year of the notch, and that trend has watered down faster day-by-day. And
ing price ranges. But with the arrival of the Razer phone, the market to mid-level smartphones in 2018. Needless to say, it was time to it's a change we all
changed gradually. Earlier this year, we saw the Xiaomi Blackshark innovate. As so, Smartphone giants OPPO and Vivo decided to want because finger-
and ZTE Red Magic release. ASUS has already promised the release of release their own take on the bezel-less competition. Samsung print scanners on the
the ROG phone in the near future, and a plethora of accessories to and Apple failed to be the first one to remove bezels completely, back or front do play a
support the gaming-focused smartphone. All of this has been kicked however, as Vivo Apex was the first phone with seemingly no role in the aesthetics of
off with the release of PUBG on mobile platforms for completely bezel. This is a sign of things to come, as with the death of the device.

free. Expect to see a lot more of these gaming smartphones arrive in bezels, virtual buttons are slowly becoming the norm.

the coming days.

Al will be even better

2018 has been the year of Al cameras. The
Hexagon 685 DSP clearly recognizes sub-
ject and enhances images or surroundings
accordingly. That's not all, the DSP prom-
ised to get better with time, collecting more
and more data. The newest DSP should
also work with the image processing unit
inside the Snapdragon chipset to deliver
better performance across the board, espe-

The future of connectivity cially on the camera department.

Up til now, the details about Qualcomm's upcoming flag-
ship SoC, Snapdragon 855, has been scarce. We know that Even more cameras

it's supposedly a 7nm chip and possibly manufactured by One of the most sigr{iﬁcant Smﬂl:'lPhDHE cameras of
Face remgn]ﬁgn TSMC. It's a smaller chip than the 845, so we can expect ED]'S was the HLEaWEI P20 P"?{ with ﬂ'frEE camneras.
some power efficiency from this brand-new chipset. Chinese hran{:l‘ Light recently is boasting about a .
Qualcomm is more interested in pushing its X50 modem smartphone with 9 cameras and 13 lenses. Google's

: Pixel supposedly disagrees, with leaked renders
supposedly bundled with the 855. In late 2017, Qualcomm pointing towards another single-camera setup,

New flagships around the corner

Qualcomm's newest flagships are around the corner, as just
a few days ago a Japanese media site leaked an unknown
Sony device getting benchmarked on Geekbench with the
score being 30% higher than Qualcomm's current flagship,
Snapdragon 845. Obviously, other than performance
boosts, Qualcomm is expected to implement dedicated
computing units for AL

Face recognition tech has been around for years, and it was
expected to hit the mass market with the release of the iPhone
X. We might have seen the implementation of it on the OPPO

F7 and the One Plus 5T, but none of these were nearly as announced a successful trial of their X50 modem suppos- relying on Google's astonishing post-process magic
secure. Another patent from Samsung suggests their work on a Ed}‘f running 3G connections. This hints that ﬂ“““{ flag- to do justice to those portrait-mode pictures. But
biometric camera which uses both the iris scanner and 3D face ships might feature 5G modem, and Qualcomm might be companies like Samsung and LG have already fallen
recognition tech. powering the first batch. to the trend, with LG supposedly working on the
i ! LG V40 with three cameras on its back.
Earphones in Internet of Things will be pushed
Mobile payment smartphnne pﬂtkﬂgil‘lg I0T is already getting a lot of atten- growing up to be just that. OEMs
Mobile payment sees a wider application with Android Remember the good tion from Google and Apple, and seem to agree with the trend too, as

we suspect it'll be the case for quite Huawei is getting ready to release
a few years. Speakers, ovens, fridges, their newest TalkBand and Google
printers, almost everything has Wi-Fi  setting up a patent for their Al

Pay and Samsung Pay getting used across the world. It's
hard to say which one's faster to win the race, but
Samsung Pay's winning for now with its Magnetic Secure

times when you didn't
have to buy a separate
earphone after

Transmission tech, supposedly supported by around 90% unboxing your support. Smart homes are the drove fitness feature for their
of all US retailers. As NFC becomes the norm, mobile smartphone? Cone are future, and Google's Assistant is WearOS platform.
payment is sure to get more secure. Who knows, maybe i da ; ik
le might decide to buy one of our own mobile bank- o il ¢
08 & Y demise of the 3.5mm
ing giants. jack, but the earphones
; : : 7 might be making a
Wireless charging will be widespread return. Qualcomm
ARand VR A few days ago, famous Youtuber LinusTechTips featured announced a low-cost
The current state of AR and VR 15 in a questiﬂnahle state, },ret a wireless f-hal'giﬂg module which C_hal‘gES out 'Df thin air Bluetooth dli.p a few
the tech is getting cheaper day-by-day. Apple showed off its in a selected area. This device alsq:? Shi.‘.}l.l.ld ch‘al:ge days ago, and this
AR capability on its newest i0S update, and some other smartphones relatively faster- which is surprising. means that smartphone
Android smartphone manufacturers have followed suit. Probably not far off before you see this device in a manufacturers can
Hopefully, we'll see a lot more AR applications throughout Starbucks store as manufacturers start racing to support possibly package their
the next few years as AR gets more accurate and sees wider this tech. newer flagships with
usage. Bluetooth earphones.

Keeping your mbox spam free Samsung launches
—-= == the all new Galaxy A6
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Email is probably an 1ndlspensahle part of
work life. Being a free service that delivers
messages in matter of seconds, the service is
very much susceptible to spam. Armed with
malicious messages, professional spammers
bombard thousands of email addresses. Most
of the everyday mails that we get are spam. But
thankfully, almost all the email services comes
default with some sorts of spam prevention:
they automatically red-flag emails that might
seem fishy and has some fraudulent features.
All those spooky emails are then moved to a

Samsung has recently brought the brand able grip for maximum usability, with-
new Galaxy A6 smartphone to its cus- out compromising on style, The
C(mp.iﬂy H"" Noweo tomers after the success of Galaxy A6+ Galaxy A6 integrates hassle-free secu-
of the same series. The rity with face recognition
G]’ (~" H'l!".". roeling Galaxy A6 is an online exclu- and fingerprint scanning to
) sive device that will be avail- unlock the device. The
able for purchase from five Galaxy A6 has 4GB RAM

Internat AP U YT TY) T online channel partners- with 32GB internal storage.
Kiksha, Daraz, Pickaboo, The storage is expandable

. bow

special folder where you can review them later. | Robi Shop and FDL e-store. up to 256GB through micro
But these filters come with default setting,. I N@Od Your 1 s S Yo The Galaxy A6 comes with SD card. It is powered by a
Meaning it will work a lot better if you can upto 12 months EMI facility, 3000mAh battery and runs
customise according to your need. In other P (e e End of season sak o free delivery and discount on Exynos 7870 Octa
words, the spam filter isn't a set; all you need L M | options from these online chipset. Its primary camera
to do is re-configure to suite your need. Gmail, You can also resort to third party extension. A lot of unwanted messages make their way channel partners. It is avail- is 16MP with /1.7 aperture
world's one of the biggest free email client has According to Popular Science, Unroll.me, a into your inbox when you order a product or able in two stylish colours and the front camera is

a report spam button. All you need to do is third-party service, works brilliantly to that hunt subscribe to a mailing list—and then the com- Black and Blue at a price of 16MP with /1.9 aperture.
check the email box on the left and markitasa  your inbox for messages from mailing lists for pany automatically signs you up to receive BDT 27,900. On A6, one can enjoy crys-
spam. From next time onwards no such email malicious email. And when it actually finds it unwanted marketing updates or shares your The Galaxy A6 comes tal clear audio with Dolby
will come directly to your inbox. Outlook, the will give you the option to unsubscribe. contact information with an advertiser. One with an infinity display and Atmos technology in head-
revamped email client by Microsoft, you mark Unroll.me also can condense all of these emails workaround for this problem: Create a second- SAMOLED screen featuring phones while listening to
the email as spam by right-clicking it in your into a single daily message that's easier to digest.  ary email address you can use for some of these an 18.5'9 screen ratio. Its music or watching movies
inbox and clicking Junk. You can also block the = The best part is, this extension works perfectly web activities, such as online shopping or hotel metal design has been engineered to and videos and also allows

sender, from the menu that pops up. with Gmail, Outlook, Yahoo and iCloud. booking. offer improved durability and comfort- multitasking with app pair.

Samsung forecasts
slowing profit growth for
(Q2, missing analyst
estimates
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