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Save topsoil

Experts urge govt; say alternatives
of conventional bricks must be used

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

To protect topsoil and the environment, the government
must immediately spearhead a campaign for using alterna-
tives of conventional bricks, said experts at a seminar in the
capital yesterday.

“... Switching to alternatives like compressed, hollow,
and thermal blocks is critical for ensuring food security and
conservation of the environment,” said Mohammad
Shamim Akhtar, director of Housing and Building Research
Institute (HBRI), at a seminar on how to popularise alterna-
tive bricks.

Instead of destroying the fertile topsoil, abundantly
available river-dredged soil could be a primary raw material
for manufacturing alternative building blocks, he said.

These are not only environment-friendly but a structure
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Dignitaries, including US Ambassador Marcia Bernicat, from left front
row, National Professor Anisuzzaman and Sir Fazle Hasan Abed, observe
a minute's silence to commemorate the victims of the militant attack at
the Holey Artisan Bakery. Insei, Ruba Ahmed, mother of victim Abinta
Kabir, breaks down in tears as she reads out excerpts from her daugh-
ter's notebook. The pictures were taken at a commemorative event at
Abinta Kabir Foundation School in the capital's Bhatara yesterday.
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In memory of
a loved one
lost too early

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The walls of the school were
adorned with pictures of the
victims of the militant attack
at Holey Artisan Bakery.

Ordinary objects that
belonged to them were also
placed in the corners yester-
day.

The walls and floors were
painted in rich colour to
commensurate with the
occasion of the school's first
anniversary.

The Abinta Kabir
Foundation School for
underprivileged girls is well-
equipped to provide primary
education to the students.

The school in the capi-
tal's Bhatara area was a
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10 hurt in clash |National polls will |[Sixdiein

Moulvibazar

over madrasa  |he harder than ever |road crash

OUuR CORRESPONDENT, Sherpur

OUuR CORRESPONDENT,

At least 10 people, including three police- H {ISfﬂﬂ warns pﬂrty g rassroots Moulvibazar

men, were injured in a clash between two
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New literature prize
launched in protest

AFP, Stockholm

What do you do when this year's Nobel Literature Prize,
the world's most prestigious accolade of its kind, is
postponed because of a sexual assault scandal?
You create your own award.
More than 100 Swedish intellectuals have joined
SEE PAGE 10 COL 4

This undated but recent photo released by the Royal Thai Navy yesterday shows Thai Navy soldiers in
the flooded Tham Luang cave during rescue operations for the 12 boys and their football team coach | AP
trapped in the cave at Khun Nam Nang Non Forest Park in the Mae Sai district of Chiang Rai province.

Window opens for evacuation

Rescuers say condition 'perfect' for bringing out Thai boys trapped in cave

AFP, Mae Sai

Conditions are "perfect” to evacuate a young football team
from a flooded Thai cave in the coming days before fresh
rains and a possible rise in carbon dioxide further imperil
the group, the rescue mission chief said yesterday.

The plight of 12 Thai boys and their coach from the
"Wild Boar" football team has transfixed Thailand since
they became trapped in a cramped chamber of the Tham
Luang cave complex on June 23,

Rescuers have conceded that evacuating the boys is a
race against time with monsoon rains expected to undo
days of round-the-clock drainage of the deluged cave.

More than 100 exploratory holes have been bored --
some shallow, but the longest 400 metres deep -- into the
mountainside in an attempt to open a second evacuation
route and avoid forcing the boys into a dangerous dive

DHAKA-DELHI TIES

Teesta deal no

longer an irritant
Says HT Imam

OUuR CORRESPONDENT, New Delhi

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's Political Adviser HT Imam
yesterday expressed hope that Bangladesh and India would
sign the Teesta water-sharing agreement soon.

The matter was no longer an irritant in the relations of
the two countries or the two governments, he said at a
programme in New Delhi yesterday.

Imam, however, warned that the BNP would try to make
SEE PAGE 2 COL 3
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Baridhara House for Rent

04 bed room (extendible to 05) luxurious duplex house
covering approx 6600 SFT for mid to long term lease.
Embassies, UN bodies, Multinationals and International
NGOs & the officials will be given preference.
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are perfect (for evacuation) in terms of the water, the
weather and the boys' health," Narongsak Osottanakorn
the chief of the rescue operation told reporters.

team are sheltering, accompanied by medics and expert
divers.
"When we're in a confined space if the oxygen drops to
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ple can fall unconscious," Narongsak said.

"There's also carbon dioxide. If the oxygen levels are
down and the carbon dioxide levels are up, then you can
get too much carbon dioxide in your blood.” Efe-susy
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