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he England players were in a rush during a relaxed training session in Saint Petersbhurg, playing what almost seems like a game of tag, ahead of their World Cup quarterfinal against giant-killers Sweden. England will be in high spirits _ '. L - 2 6

after their first-ever World Cup penalty shootout win, but the Swedes will be looking to add to their impressive collection of scalps today. PHOTO: REUTERS
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Digital Campaign-is SNt Rl ) 6 @ BRAND NEW CAR ! Crores of Taka Cashback | It's our product Led by inspirational midfielder Luka Modric (L), Croatia will be hoping to defeat a host nation for the first time at the World Cup when they take on Russia in a quarterfinal
' A 555 S5 encounter tonight. However, to do that they must get past the imposing figure of veteran goalkeeper Igor Akinfeev. PHOTO: REUTERS/ AFP
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RESULT OF THEIR LAST MEETING:
RUSSIA 1-3 CROATIA (17 NOVEMBER, 2015)
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Confidence in England is soaring after the team ended ‘ "Normally the other teams have better play- . e - N | 1998 -- when they made their debut h L but has not yet said whether he will ;
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John Stones on Thursday. "I'd love to win a World Cup, ' aiinie the opponent has more ball pﬂss:essicrn, : | % | e Croatan team facing host nation Russia you jl]l_l rnalists. We Spain," Cherchesov said. "When the 1 STATS

England would love to win a World Cup. A but we have created more dangerous chances. This : e ; in the last eight ever get a better chance R . lik president supports you that makes us v ) 4
el | e K R M S THE | is how we play... this is our way to have success.” i : ' o ?utdﬂ the hemes of two dELTadES ;.lgD? SLBLELEIUL comfortable and this is an extra boost ‘ £ GOALS SCORED YELLOW CARDS

make people proud back home." M , Sweden's solid defence has kept three clean | | : Zlatko Dalics side showed n their extremes so let's for us in terms of motivation." : T 146 189
England, World Cup winners in 1966, have already oS Q@ ﬁﬂlﬁ sheets in four games in Russia, but coach Janne comprehensive dismantling of t to th A stern Cherchesov told i

von over a public disaffected by an early exit in Brazil A ; oz N Andersson will be forced into at least one Argentina r_luring the group phase that no gn 0 these reporters he was not getting : 2

four years ago and an embarrassing defeat to Iceland at : ! ol i R A R change at the back, with Celtic's Mikael Lustig they have no fear of the big names, and extremes. carried away by the euphoria. e Y LNy i . AVERAGE AVERAGE

Euro 2016. A BRI suspended. there is a strong case to say they are the "I will tell you openly thatasa S .- e~ ' 26 3 4
Gareth Southgate's men have been drawing more view- 50t T A Set-pieces and the aerial battle will be best team left in their half of the draw. RUSSIA COACH coach | am trying not to watch TV : Skt e e ] ’ ok

ers for their matches in Russia than May's royal wedding, Rt SIS another key area in the match, with both teams : | ' However, while Croatia needed STANISLAS CHERCHESOV and not read newspapers," he said. " b PR D e ke OWN GOALS RED CARDS

vith 23.6 million tuning in for the shootout against excelling in that regard so far. 40 penalties to beat Denmark in the last am concentrated on my job and I think
Colombia. Sweden have scored twice from set plays, N round, they have come to Sochi full it is the same for the players.
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Samara, though, England have little time to replenish Happy to sacrifice possession, defend deep and wait for 4 wide as possible." training as he played dodgeball. PHOTO: COLLECTED Any team boasting a player of Luka the best midfielder at the tournament not go to these extremes." strike the ball into the back of any net.  rHOTO: coLLECTED
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ATERER N R — H? o Sweden had a far more intense training session than their opponents as they geared up for their gritty gameplan for
tonight's World Cup quarterfinal in Sochi. PHOTO: AFP




