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CASE AGAINST KHALEDA

UK MP Carlile
to brief media
in Delhi July 13

OUR CORRESPONDENT, New Delhi

British MP and lawyer Alex Carlile
will visit New Delhi on July 13 and
address the media on the cases and
imprisonment of BNP Chairperson
Khaleda Zia.

Carlile would address a press con-
ference at the Foreign
Correspondents Club at 1:00pm on
that day explaining the court cases
against Khaleda, Club President §
Venkatanarayan said.

Observers here note that the
British member of the House of the
Lords is seeking to mobilise public
opinion on the issue of Khaleda's
cases ahead of the next parliamentary
elections in Bangladesh, slated for
late December.

Some lawyers of Khaleda from
Bangladesh are also expected to join
the press conference.

The activities of the ruling Awami
League and BNP in New Delhi in the
run up to the national elections are
being keenly watched by political
circles.

Political and diplomatic sources in
the Indian capital said the BNP was very
keen on Khaleda's release from jail and
participation in the polls campaign.

A three-member BNP delegation
last month visited New Delhi and
interacted with leading think-tanks
here. The team explained the political
situation and the upcoming elections
in Bangladesh.

A 22-member AL delegation, led
by its General Secretary Obaidul
Quader, had visited New Delhi in
April and met Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Prior to that, another
AL team, led by former Bangladesh
foreign minister Dipu Moni, had
come here to attend the plenary
session of the India’s main opposi-
tion party Congress and met its top
leaders Sonia Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi
and Manmohan Singh.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's
Political Adviser HT Imam will travel
to New Delhi on July 5 on a three-day
visit during which he will have a meet-
ing with senior BJP leader Vinay
Saharsabuddhe, also the president of
Indian Council for Cultural Relations.

Imam is also expected to meet
Indian External Affairs Minister
Sushma Swaraj and National Security
Adviser Ajit Dobhal before having
interactions with the senior fellows of
think-tank Observer Research
Foundation on July 7.

Indian drivers
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budget of fiscal year 2018-19 was
announced on June 7, raising the
duty to 28 percent.

Rezaul Islam, a rice importer, said
importers had to pay duty under
fresh rate. “That rice was imported
before the announcement of budget
of fiscal year 2018-19. So, why should
we have to pay the new duty?”

Harun Ur Rashid, president of
Importers and Exporters Group of
Hili, said they appealed to customs
and the National Board of Revenue,
but the NBR and custom authorities
were yet to decide on the matter.

Rice import through the port has
remained suspended since June 9, he
said.

He said the huge amount of rice
left under the open sky inside the
port premises could be damaged.

Committee formed
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“The committee has been formed to
review or reform or cancel the existing
quota system for recruitments in pub-
lic services,” Mominul said.

The committee was formed in the
evening, he said, adding that he was
informing the press following the
instructions of the public administra-
tion secretary.

The move came hours after Cabinet
Secretary M Shafiul Alam said the
government high ups were considering
the civil service quota reforms.

"It is under active consideration of
the high level of the government. It did
not come down to us yet," he told
reporters at a time when students
demanding the reforms were being
attacked allegedly by Bangladesh
Chhatra League activists in Dhaka,
Jahangirnagar, and Rajshahi universi-
ties.

Shafiul said there were some "com-
plexities" in the process and that any
decision regarding the issue “would
take time".

"You are analysing the issue so
easily; things are not so easy. There are
some complexities. A decision would
come after analysis. We will take the
next step in light of that," Shafiul said.

However, Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina in parliament on June 26 said a
committee, led by the cabinet secre-
tary, was working on the matter and
she reiterated her stance on the cancel-
lation of quota system in civil service
recruitments.

"The system has been there for a
long time. I've already said there'll be
no quota system., This can't be
reformed overnight. The committee
has been constituted to find a way to
scrap the existing system," UNB
quoted Hasina as saying.

Hasina had suggested continuing
the “freedom fighters' quota”,

In February, students of different
public universities and jobseekers,
under the banner of "Bangladesh
Sadharan Chhatra Adhikar
Sangrakkhan Parishad”, waged a move-
ment demanding reforms in the quota
for civil service.

Hasina in parliament on April 11
spoke about abolishing all types of
quotas in public jobs.

But as no gazette notification was
issued in this regard, the protesters
started an indefinite boycott of classes
and examinations in all universities
and colleges on May 14,

On May 21, quota reform leaders
postponed their boycott of exams

We are all
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“It is everybody's problem. We heard
heartbreaking stories... We heard the
Rohingyas. We find that their first
priority is justice,” he said at a
Rohingya camp in Kutupalong.

“Our cooperation with UN agen-
cies is unprecedented. By filling the
gap between humanitarian and devel-
opment response, we are able to
provide better support to refugees
and host communities,” he said.

On June 28, Kim had tweeted that
“Bangladesh showed great generosity
in providing refuge for the #Rohingya”,

“Today, thanks to our partnership
with Canada, we announced up to
$480 million to support this effort.
We stand ready to help until the
refugees can return home safely and
voluntarily,” he said.

LIN Refugee Agency head Filippo
Grandi accompanied Guterres and
Jim to the Rohingya camps. They
listened to the Rohingya men and
women, boys and girls and saw for
themselves the squalid camps made
of bamboo and plastic roofs.

considering Ramadan and that the
strike might cause session jams.

But on June 30, as the leaders were
about to hold a press conference to
brief journalists on their next course of
action at Dhaka University, they were
attacked allegedly by Bangladesh
Chhatra League men. Seven quota
reforms protesters were injured.

The following day, Chhatra League
men reportedly launched an attack on
the protesters in Rajshahi University.
Four protesters in Dhaka came under
attack at Shahbagh.

Yesterday, the quota protesters were
once again attacked at the Central
Shaheed Minar and in Rajshahi and
Jahangirnagar universities.

At present, 56 percent of govern-
ment jobs are reserved for candidates
under various quotas. Of the 56 per-
cent, 30 percent are kept for freedom
fighters' children and grandchildren,
10 percent for women, 10 percent for
people of underdeveloped districts,
five percent for members of indige-
nous communities and one percent for
the physically challenged.

Merkel
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Democrats, or orchestrate a no-
confidence vote in parliament that
could trigger new elections.

CDU general secretary Annegret
Kramp-Karrenbauer said earlier that
party leaders were "united" behind
Merkel and "effective, humane solu-
tions together with our European
partners”.

Meanwhile, Bavarian state premier
Markus Soeder appeared to indicate a
willingness to cut Seehofer loose for
the sake of the coalition.

"We are ready for compromises --
you have to be in politics,” he told
reporters. "None of us want to call
the government into question.”

Merkel, who has been in office since
2005, warned last week the battle over
migration could decide the EU's future.

European leaders agreed new
measures Friday to reduce immigra-
tion and so-called "secondary migra-
tion" of asylum-seekers between
countries.

Merkel has proposed that migrants
arriving in Germany who first regis-
tered in another EU country should
be placed in special "admission cen-
tres" under restrictive conditions.

A document she sent to the CSU and
SPD also outlined deals with 16 other
countries to return already-registered
migrants if they reached Germany.

However, Seehofer rejected Merkel's
assessment that the EU-wide measures
would "have the same effect” as his
demand to turn away migrants regis-
tered elsewhere in the bloc.

The "Union" of CDU and CSU
have blended the southern state’s
beer-and-lederhosen-infused conser-
vatism with more moderate politics,
forming a centre-right force that
dominated Germany for decades.

The C5U's conflict with Merkel
comes as it faces an October election
in Bavaria in which it fears losing its
cherished absolute majority.

Merkel's 2015 decision to keep borders
open to migrants and refugees arriving
from the Middle East via the Balkans,
Hungary and Austria scrambled the tradi-
tional alliances of German politics.

Since then, more than one million
people have arrived, while Merkel's
governments have repeatedly tight-
ened immigration and asylum laws.

Nevertheless, the anti-refugee, anti-
Islam Alternative for Germany (AfD)
entered parliament for the first time
last year, leading to months of paraly-
sis while Merkel struggled to put
together a workable coalition.

Opinion polls point to the AfD
making a similar entrance to Bavaria's

regional legislature in
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October -- giving it seats in
all of Germany's 16 states.
Even if Merkel, once
Europe's most powerful
leader, limps on as chan-
cellor, she is widely seen as
having lost control of her
parliamentary group and

her authority is waning.
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Call for justice, safe return
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there, they went to the Kutupalong
camp, talked to the refugees, and vis-
ited a counselling centre for abused
Rohingya women and a field hospital.

The Rohingyas eagerly waited for
the high-profile delegation. The UN
chief walked through the camps,
exchanged greetings with them and
shook hands.

A group of refugees, however, dem-
onstrated at the Kutupalong camp.
They demanded cancellation of the
“secret agreement between Myanmar
and the UN", saying their rights and
demands were denied in the deal.

"“We do not accept the agreement.
It's a conspiracy, it's a game. Our rights
were not included in the agreement,”
said one refugee, who came from
Jamtoli camp area.

The demonstrators held placards
reading: “"We want safe return to
Myanmar” and “We want citizenship.”
They were dispersed before arrival of
the delegates.

After touring the camps for some
four hours, Guterres said, “It is unac-
ceptable that these people that have
suffered so much in Myanmar now
have to live in the difficult circum-
stances that these camps inevitably
represent.”

Talking to the press, he said, “When
I see the young boys and girls, [ remem-
ber my own granddaughters and 1
imagine what it would be like to see
my granddaughters living in these
conditions.”

Ower 700,000 Rohingyas have taken
shelter in Cox's Bazar in the wake of a
brutal military crackdown in
Myanmar's Rakhine State, joining over
300,000 others who fled previous
waves of violence since 1980s.

“It is systematic violation of human
rights. Rohingya people are the most
discriminated people in the world. They
need recognition... most basic rights of
citizens by the government of Myanmar,”
Guterres said at a press conference in
Cox's Bazar, beginning at 3:00pm.

He said it is probably one of the
most tragic stories in the world. The
UN secretary-general became emo-
tional as his voice sometimes choked
when he was speaking.

Back to Dhaka, Guterres called for
unity of the international community
and their persistent commitment to
put pressure strongly on Myanmar for
creating the right condition for safe
and dignified return of Rohingyas to
their own homes.

“It is the moment for the interna-
tional community to be united very
strongly to ask Myanmar to end the
crisis and recognise the needs includ-
ing addressing the citizenship issue,”
he said at a pre-departure joint press
briefing with WB President Jim Yong
Kim at Radisson Hotel in the evening,

Guterres said they want both “ac-
countability and political solution” to
the crisis so that the Rohingyas return
to the place of their origin or the place
they chose and have access to all the
rights to have a normal life.

To make that happen, he said "very
persistent commitment” of the inter-
national community is required.

Guterres was scheduled to leave
Dhaka early today ending his two-day
visit to Bangladesh. The World Bank
president left at midnight wrapping up
his three-day visit.

On the question of accountability,
Guterres said the UIN Security Council
fact finding missions visited
Bangladesh and Myanmar and there
will be new report very soon. He also
referred to the International Criminal
Court as Bangladesh already
responded to its request.

On a query, he said division in the

Security Council over such issue is not
a new feature but regarding the
Rohingya crisis, they are united over
asking Myanmar to create the right
condition for safe and dignified return
of the Rohingya people.

Citing example of UNSC division
on previous occasions on various

issues including Syria, he said, I have
no doubt that the Security Council is
united in requesting Myanmar to
create conditions for return of
Rohingyas.”

In reply to a question whether there
was any deal with Myanmar ignoring
the citizenship and freedom of move-
ment issues, the UN secretary-general
said there was no such agreement.

"There is no agreement between the
UN and Myanmar that these people
should not be called Rohingyas. For
the UN they are called Rohingyas, for
Myanmar they are called Bengali
Muslims."

Again, replying to a query about
alleged compromise in a “"secret deal
between the 1IN and Myanmar”, the
secretary-general said there was no
question of compromising with the
Myanmar on the issue of the rights of
the Rohingya people.

“There was a disagreement between
the UN and Myanmar on the designa-
tion of this community. We designate
them as Rohingyas and Myanmar
wants to designate them as Bengali
Muslims. But we think this is a first step
towards a solution,” he added.

“The concern comes from the fact
that the name Rohingya is not written
in the text. As the name Bengali
Muslims is also not written in text. So if
we have to make an agreement with
the government of Myanmar to start
paving the way for the rights to be
recognised of these people, you see
that is inevitable, we couldn't use our
designation, they couldn't use their
designation,

“But that doesn't mean that these
are not the Rohingya people forus. So 1
believe this Mol is the first step, on the
way of progressive recognition of the
rights of these people so it would be a
huge mistake obviously to destroy the
first step.”

Myanmar in November last year
signed a bilateral deal with Bangladesh
on the return of the Rohingyas, but
repatriation has not begun yet.

It also signed a tripartite memoran-
dum of understanding (Moll) with the
UN Refugee Agency and UNDP early
last month. However, the UN says the
situation in Rakhine is not yet condu-
cive to safe and sustainable return of
the Rohingyas.

On the Mol, Guterres had said in
Cox's Bazar that it was the first step in
the way of progressive recognition and
the rights of the people.

"It is a long road. Road starts with
the first step and this is a type of con-
cession, Let's test the sincerity of the
concession. Let's move on.”

Myanmar is responsible for what
has happened in Rakhine, and the
Moll is the first step to force the gov-
ernment of Myanmar to recognise the
rights of Rohingya and pave way for a
potential future return, he added.

The core demand of Rohingyas for
citizenship and freedom of movement
still seems elusive as Myanmar has not
initiated amendment of the 1982
citizenship law that denies them citi-
zenship.

Guterres said it is not acceptable if
Myanmar says it has no responsibility
for the Rohingyas. The Rohingyas
should be considered citizens of
Myanmar.

"Every stateless citizen has a right to
get citizenship. We know this is a very
difficult issue for the government of
Myanmar. We know that Myanmar
government probably will not accept
everything and that's why we are very
keen on a number of concrete rights
for the people.”

He added, "We need to push. We
will be pushing. Every citizen should
have a country.”

The UN insists on repatriation of
the Rohingyas to Myanmar but only
when they can live there with dignity,
said Guterres,

Creating conditions in Rakhine
means massive investment -- not only
financial investment but also reconcili-

ation to make communities respect
each other and end hate speech, he said.

“This is our objective. We will do
everything to make it possible. In
between we need to do more for these
people and for the local people.”
GRATITUDE TO BANGLADESH
The UN chief conveyed deep gratitude
to Bangladesh for opening the border,
while many other countries are closing
the door.

However, he said the solidarity
expressed by the international com-
munity has not been translated into
sufficient support to the Rohingya
people sheltered in Bangladesh.

Recalling his visit to Cox's Bazar and
Rakhine when he was the UN high
commissioner for the refugees in 2008,
he said now the situation is very grave
as tens of thousands of people crossed
over into Bangladesh.

“"We need to express international
solidarity. It is not the responsibility of
Bangladesh but the whole world. We
need to do everything possible to
support Bangladesh.”

The huge refugee population has
put immense pressure on environ-
ment, existing infrastructure, and
social services that had already been
constrained.

During the monsoon that causes
landslides in the hilly region of Cox's
Bazar, some 200,000 Rohingya live in
risky situation, while the funding for
the Rohingyas has been inadequate.

“The safety of the Rohingya refugees
during this monsoon season is priority
one. As many as 200,000 need to be
relocated. We cannot allow the mon-
soons to wash away the hopes of the
Rohingya refugees I met today in
Bangladesh,” Guterres said in his tweet
in the afternoon.

He told the media in Cox's Bazar
that out of 1 billion dollar appealed in
March to meet the needs till December
this year, only 26 percent fund has
been raised.

“That means we have no capacity to
provide basic needs...my appeal to the
international community is to step up
and to substantially increase the finan-
cial support to protect and assist the
Rohingya refugees.”

[Our diplomatic correspondent
contributed to this report]

Planet's birth
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It is visible as a bright light just to the
right of the black part at the centre of
the image. The planet is roughly three
billion kilometres from the central
star, about the same as the distance
between Uranus and the Sun.

The dark region that can be seen in
the middle of the photo is because of a
coronagraph - a mask that blocks the
blinding light of the central star and
allows astronomers to detect its much
fainter disc and planetary companion.
It is that mask that allows the planet to
be formed, since otherwise the bright
light of the star would overwhelm any
light coming from the planet itself.

"These discs around young stars are
the birthplaces of planets, but so far
only a handful of observations have
detected hints of baby planets in
them," said Miriam Keppler, who led
the team who found the still-forming
planet. "The problem is that until now,
most of these planet candidates could
just have been features in the disc."

As the first planet for scientists to get
a confirmed view of, PDS 70b will
serve as a useful test of theories about
how planets come to exist. They will be
able to explore the atmospheric and
physical properties and compare them
with how planets are expected to form.,

"Keppler's results give us a new
window onto the complex and poorly-
understood early stages of planetary
evolution,” said André Miiller, leader
of the second team to investigate the
young planet. "We needed to observe a
planet in a young star's disc to really
understand the processes behind
planet formation."
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But after that Mexico took the game to the
Brazilians with their forwards Carlos Vela and
Hirving Lozano, operating wide, simply tore
through rightback Fagner, looking like a fish

Ochoa in the 25th minute. One minute later
Coutinho fired a shot from just inside the box
over the crossbar. Mexico defender Edson
Alvarez brilliantly tackled Neymar in the box,
when the Brazilian superstar almost opened up
space after being fed by an overlapping Fagner.
Ochoa then palmed a Gabriel Jesus shot
as both teams headed in to cool their burn-

Mexico could have scored early after the
break had Jesus Gallardo not fired a left-
footer over the bar when he had the better

Clinical Brazil roar

option of feeding Vela.

Brazil finally ended the evening's duck in
the 51st minute, Neymar backheeled to
Willian on the edge of the Mexico penalty box
and continued a curling run into the box.
Willian drove through the penalty box and
drilled the ball low and hard across the face of
goal. Both Jesus and Neymar were chasing it
and Neymar got it with asliding shot.

Brazil were actually hardly troubled by
Mexico after the goal and were surging more
with Willian operating down the flank bril-
liantly. Brazil's second goal was a combined
effort of two fresh legs and the brilliance of
Neymar. Fernandinho, who came in for g|
Paulinho, sent a through ball to Neymar who | | No.
galloped down the flank before releasing a
neat minus which Firmino, coming on as a 1
substitute for Willian, stabbed it from close. It ’
was a tough game for Brazil, who however
showed rigidity in defence and the tenacity to
withstand pressure, which is a hallmark of a
team capable of going all the way.

The only disappointing aspect of the game
was yet another Neymar playacting. He
screamed in pain when he had a soft touch with
Mexico's Miguel Layun in the touchline. Layun
was actually trying to collect the ball from
Neymar with his hand so that he could take a
quick throw. But the way Neymar reacted it was
as if he was kicked, which was not the case. He
was jeered by the Mexican fans after that, some-
thing he can't complain about.
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