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WHAT A TANGLED WEB WE WEAVE... Dhaka has become a city of cables. Densely cluttered web of cables dangling
between utility poles throughout the city not only adds to visual pollution, but also runs the risk of electrical and
fire hazards. This photo was taken in Paltan area recently.
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Jails overflowing with inmates

Can accommodate 36,614; currently housing over 83,000

UNB, Dhaka

Jails across the country are overflowing
with nearly three times more inmates
than their capacity thanks to the
wholesale arrest of people during the
ongoing anti-narcotic drive, causing
immense sufferings to the prisoners.

The jail authorities said they are
facing an uphill task to accommodate
the growing number of prisoners,
especially in the frontier districts, as
those are overcrowded well above their
capacity.

Chairman of the National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC) Kazi
Reazul Hoque and noted rights activist
Nur Khan voiced deep concern over
the violation of prisoners' human and
legal rights in the heavily-packed jails.

They said law enforcers should not
arrest anyone without any specific
allegation while courts need to ensure
quick disposal of cases and the judges
should grant bail without delay in
bailable cases.

They also think there is no reason to
keep people unnecessarily in jail
before they are convicted as the trial
can be going on keeping the accused
out of prisons if they are not hardened
criminals and militants.

Sources at the Department of
Prisons said the country's 68 jails can
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accommodate 36,614 prisoners.
Usually, the jails house over 70,000
prisoners. But there are now around
83,350 prisoners as of June 24,

Among the total prisoners, the
officials said, around 35,815 have been
put behind bars in drug-related cases.
Of them, around 5,218 prisoners,
including 189 women, were convicted
in drug-related cases while about
19,000 are under-trial prisoners.

The number of prisoners started

rising abruptly when the Rapid Action
Battalion (Rab) launched the country-
wide anti-narcotic drive on May 4.

The crackdown on drug peddlers
and addicts got intensified further as
police started a special anti-narcotic
drive across the country on May 18.

Around 30,489 suspected drug
traders and users have been arrested till
June 21 since May 18.

Besides, 20 lakh pieces of Yaba pills,

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

Gazipur and
Khulna city
elections

‘controlled'
Says Shujan

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Civil society platform
Shushashoner Jonno
Nagorik (Shujan) yesterday
at a meeting said that
Gazipur and Khulna City
Corporation polls were
“controlled”.

Shujan also stressed the
need for raising voices to
put pressure on the Election
Commission for holding
free, fair and impartial
elections in Rajshahi, Barisal
and Sylhet city corporations.

“Controlled election gives
birth to controlled democ-
racy which is no democracy
at all,” Badiul Alam
Majumdar, Shujan Secretary,
said at the meeting,

Shujan organised the
programme, titled "Citi-
zens' thoughts: upcoming
city corporation election”
at a hotel in Sylhet, a
Shujan release said.

In his speech, the Shujan
secretary said elections at

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4
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1ill 6:00pm today, UNB said quoting the Met office. The sun sets in the capital today at 6:50pm

andrises tomorrow at 5:15am.

ASK REPORT

Number of 'shootout'
victims on the rise

As are cases of violence against women, children

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

As many as 275 people have fallen victim to
extra-judicial killings in the last six months
till June 30 this year, says Ain o Salish
Kendra (ASK).

Of them, 239 were killed in “crossfire”
with law enforcers. Last year, the number
was 144, according to the rights body.

Incidents of “shootouts” spiked up
recently amid the ongoing nation-wide
anti-narcotics crackdown that began in May.

Among the 239, 176 were killed in so-
called shootouts since May 15 amid the
anti-drug drive, said a half-yearly report
published by ASK on human rights situa-
tion in the country.

The report mentioned the killing of
Teknaf municipal councillor Akramul
Haque and said the unverified audio clips
provided by the victim's family to journal-
ists created controversy over the law
enforcers' involvement in the incident.

The rights body has prepared the
report based on its own findings and it
was published in eight leading national
dailies.

Meanwhile, 24 people were killed in
shootings over various causes by members
of the law enforcement agencies while 12
others died from torture, heart attack, other
ailments or mysterious reasons in custody.

ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCE

According to the report, the number of vic-
tims of enforced disappearance and abduc-
tions allegedly by law enforcers declined this
year compared to the firsthalfof 2017,

This year, 3 persons were picked up by
plainclothes men, identifying themselves as
law enforcers, while in 2017, some 44 were
victims of such incidents.

However, none of the law enforcement
agency had admitted picking up any of them.

On the other hand, at least 145 incidents
of political violence also took place till June
30, resulting in 16 deaths and 1,998 inju-

ries, ASK also said in its report.

RAPE, VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
Incidents of rape saw a sharp rise this year,
with 427 women being victims of sexual
violence between January and June, which is
147 more than that of last year.

Thirty-seven were killed after rape and
three committed suicide while 57 others
escaped attempted rape.

Moreover, 58 women were sexually
harassed during the corresponding time
and three of them committed suicide. In the
last six months, four men were killed for
protesting sexual harassment, the report
added.

Besides, at least 204 women fell victim to
domestic violence; 144 of them were killed

2018 (UP TO JUNE)

Victims of 'shootout' 239

Victims of enforced disappearance, 3

abductions

Violence against women 427

Violence against children 856
SOURCE: ASK

and 30 others committed suicide.
Alongside, 30 women became victims of
physical abuse.

The ASK report said 112 women were
victims of dowry-related issues; of them, 44
were killed, four committed suicide while
52 others suffered physical injuries.

The report further said 25 domestic
workers were tortured. Six of them died due
to mysterious reasons.

Fourteen other women were victims of
acid violence and three victims to arbitra-
tion and Fatwa.

VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN

Violence against children saw steep rise in

the country this year, said the report.
SEE PAGE 4 COL5

DU Day today

DU CORRESPONDENT

Students, teachers and employees
will celebrate “Dhaka University
Day” and its 97th founding anni-

versary today amid festivity.
A series of programmes are

being organised to mark the
occasion -- processions, hoist-
ing flags, cutting cakes, friendly
football matches, debate con-
test, concert, voluntary blood donation,
photo and manuscript exhibition, and
discussion.

The university started celebrating the day

in 1983 in a bid to introduce an
alternative culture on the campus
replacing the so-called "Rag Day”
as well as to mark the founding
anniversary of the university.

On the occasion, Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina and
President Abdul Hamid have
given separate messages.

There will be no classes and
examinations today, but the
offices will remain open.

The theme of this year's celebration is
“Higher Education for Inclusive
Development”,

Findings misrepresented
Says EWG about media coverage of its

GCC polls monitoring

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Election Working Group (EWG) issued a statement on
Friday claiming that its monitoring of Gazipur City

PROPER USE OF BUDGET
Institutional structure for

char people urgent
Experts tell Unnayan Shamannay-Oxfam dialogue

Corporation (GCC) polls was published inappropriately in
some media reports.

After the June 26 GCC polls, EWG arranged a press con-
ference on Thursday to share its findings on the election,
says a EWG release. A statement provided to the media in
this regard read EWG observers found 159 electoral irregu-
larities in 46.5 percent of the centres they had visited.

However, this information has been used inappropri-
ately in some news reports, it claims in the release.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 3

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government should form a particular
institutional structure for char people to
properly use budget allocated to them,
experts said yesterday.

A big amount of budget is allocated for
development of char people, but almost the
entire budget remains useless due to a lack
of an institution, they told a dialogue.

Unnayan Shamannay, a non-governmental

research organisation, in association with
Oxfam, organised the dialogue at Biam audito-
rium in Dhaka.

They also demanded building enough infra-
structures like roads, solar power generators and
cold storages in char areas and ensuring fair
price for the crops produced by char farmers.

National Char Alliance Chairman
Khondkar Ibrahim Khaled said, “After our
long efforts, the current finance minister
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www.apollodhaka.com

WELLNESS
for LIVING

A

TOUCHING LIVES

HOSPITALS
DHAKA —

Apollo Hospitals Dhaka proudly inaugurates
JOINT CARE AND WELLNESS CENTER

with holistic services to reach new dimension in Health Care.

Appointment
& Emergency

10678



