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“l always knew | had an eye for it, but |
never expected my designs to gain
such response. It inspires me every
day,’ says Mehnaz Ahmed, Owner and
Designer of Glued Together

What started off as an arts and
crafts page in 2015, quickly turned to
tapping into a long-standing fascina-
tion for silver-plated jewellery.
Mehnaz Ahmed, designer and founder
of Glued Together can trace her love
for trinkets back to when she was a
young girl, and used to rummage
through her mom's, aunt's and grand-
mother's jewellery boxes. “As | grew
older, | would be on the lookout for
those similar styles, but was never
content with what the shops had to
offer, Mehnaz says.

She researched into the art of
making handmade jewellery and
started sketching designs. Next, she
had to find someone who was willing
to turn her designs from drawings into
actual jewellery sets.“It wasn't easy, as
many jewellery makers could not
understand, or make out the direc-
tions | was giving them,” she said. Till
date, the entire process is time-
consuming. The finalisation of designs
itself takes a little over a month. Every
piece, be that a pair of earrings, neck-
lace, or even a full jewellery set is an
extended phase of trials and errors.

Mehnaz's inspiration behind her
designs is woven into her past and
present; what women around her
wore when she was young and what
she would personally like to wear now.
A unique blend of traditional, state-
ment bold pieces, and some fusion, all
targeted towards the young trendy
student, busy professional, chic social-
ite and even for the woman who
means no funny business. “l design
each set, keeping in mind, the kind of
clothes women in Bangladesh wear;
ranging from casuals to something
more in line with saris. | want my
jewellery to be true to the definition of
an accessory. That complete package.
That single piece that changes the
entire look of an outfit without over-
shadowing the individual themselves,’
she says. For this reason, Mehnaz
intentionally does not incorporate
anything too flashy in her work, but
she does venture some bespoke stone
work in addition to antique and gold-
plated designs for custom orders.

As the discussion proceeded, the
topic of current trends came up as
well as her recent collections. Mehnaz
not only tries to come up with some-
thing new every three to four months,
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but also incorporate current trends.
Her “Rickshaw Art Collection”
embodies local traditional art,
combined with portraits of local
celebrities, onto rings, and neck-
laces. “l came up with the shapes
and designs, and the artist con-
tributed with their drawing,’ she
said.“It was a great way to pro-
mote the revival and sustainability
of a dying art," she added. Another
fun part of her work was how she
conceptualized some of her recent
photo shoots. While on a trip to
Nepal with friends, Mehnaz stopped
at random places like gas stations,
or the side of the road and asked
the local women there dressed in
their traditional Nepali
clothes to pose for
photos, with her jewel-
lery on.“Most people
are aware of hand-
made Indian jewel-
lery, but not
Bangladeshi

ones. | wanted
people to know
that thereis a
booming mar-

ket of local
hand-made jewel-
lery in our country
that showcases
Bangladeshi tradi-
tions and culture,” she
said.

Glued Together prides
itself on selling trinkets of
top quality. Each piece that
you see on their page is
made by hand and believe it o |7 _
or not, replicated in the same &/ T-
way as well and sold at a reason- s L ?h&;“ y
able price. All you have to do is : !’, Er_d__:* S
just place an order through their "
Facebook or Instagram page and
then wait for a quick confirmation. W ARy

Plans for future expansion include (ENRSSEES, -y ;
establishing a small shop that exudes T‘”“,.’ Tl
vibes of tradition; something down to ) s —
earth and the absence of commercial- =
1zation. ,.é

:

Find them on social media:
Facebook:
https.//www.facebook.com/glue
dtogether0280/
Instagram:https.//www.instagr
am.com/glued_together0280
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