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BOOK REVIEW

A novel set on the brink of | insurgency

SHAH TAZRIAN ASHRAFI

The hardcover is clothed with a blue dust jacket with an
illustration of two egrets flying among clouds and above
the title. The clouds, I believe, represent Kalimpong, where
the novel is set and the story unrolls along its winding
roads. Sometimes it leaps over continents and focuses on
another character living an immigrant life in New York
City. Sometimes, it travels to the past, shedding light on
history.

The first page completely pulled me in to the cloudy
region. | think it did the same with the other readers. The
judge's house sits isolated near the Kanchenjunga, where
clouds stretch as far as the eyes can see. He had chosen the
Himalayan region to be away from the perils of the outside
world and the wheels of his past. His granddaughter Sai
arrives on his doorstep, helpless and without a guardian,
having only the judge to look up to. Before the addition,
the judge used to live with his cook and his pet dog, Mutt.
The cook’s son Biju lives in New York, always shifting from
one odd job to another, in hopes of living “the American
dream”. They often communicate through letters.

Sai's social life revolves around the cook, her
Anglophile neighbours, and Gyan, her math tutor with
whom she stirs a romantic relationship. Gyan is attracted
to Sai as much as she is into him, but it is disturbed along
the way as he feels the sudden urge to join the insurgency
as his duty to his roots. Like Gyan and Sai's, the lives of
those living in this part of the Himalayas are affected by
the insurgency as well. Curfews, invasion of personal prop-
erties, robbery, load-shedding, limited gas supply, etc.
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combine with their lives after the rebels gain a decent
share of power.

Kiran Desai's writing style made this novel come to life.
It is imaginative, vivid, and has the charm of casting a
long-lasting effect on the reader. Whenever there was rain
ramming on the thatched roof, it felt actual. The ups and
downs in Sai and Gyan's relationship, the judge's history,
Biju's life in New York, and the looming presence of the
insurgents had me glued to the book for the tensed atmo-
spheres.

There were descriptive scenes, dramatic scenes, intense
scenes, and sometimes all of them combined into one.
Descriptive scenes are my personal favourite, so I'm not
sure if this book will please everyone as it pleased me. The
storytelling was slow and smart. It pointed out the deep
rooted impacts in a country that used to be under the
British Empire's clutch. It shed light on life in the collision
point between two regions. It showed the co-existence of
multiculturalism and the struggles within.

From the cloudy, mountainous regions of the Indian
part of the Himalayas, to the basements of New York, to
the past events which birthed everything that exists in the
present, The Inheritance of Loss sprawls before the readers
with its raw emotions. I hated putting the book back on
the shelf because I knew I'd be missing the odd polish
smell from the pages, the smoothness of the dust jacket on
my palms, and Desai's storytelling from the next day.

Shah Tazrian Ashrafi wants his life to be like stormtroopers:
always missing easy kill shots. Send him prayers at
tazrianl1234 @gmail.com
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The list of impractical and pointless apps
in our smartphone centred world is end-
less. Yet, there are some apps that stand
out even in this “useless” category. These
apps are at the top of the podium when it
comes to being counterproductive.
[ have chosen 6 such apps, out of which I
have tried the free ones myself. These
apps are irrational, bizarre, and will make
you question the sanity of the people who
actually built them.

The apps are not listed in any particu-
lar order.
FAKE CALL APP

Developed with the intention of getting
you out of awkward situations or to
simply prank someone, this app will
trigger a dummy phone call on your
device at your scheduled time. There are
options to add your own recording for
you to talk to. However, if someone does
call you while you're busy with your fake
call, you'll get caught red handed. Also,
the bombardment of ads is enough to get

If you're guessing that this keyboard has
only one key that says “Hodor”, you're
absolutely right. This keyboard allows the
user to write “Hodor” with a single press
of a button. Needless to say, this is pretty
much useless, unless you're Hodor.

ABU MOO'S JEWELLERY

I didn't use this one by myself as each app
from this developer costs around USD
400. Basically, this is a widget in the form
of a diamond, ruby, sapphire, or some
other rare stone, that you can display on
your home screen. That's pretty much it.
The app's description reads, “One of the
most expensive apps on the market that
does absolutely nothing, except showing
the world how rich and awesome you
are.” No sir, an image of a precious stone
on my phone's wallpaper doesn't prove
that I am rich and but it certainly shows
that  am NOT awesome.
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portable refrigerator apps or life support
apps are useless. How up above the world
so high do you have to be to come up
with such ideas?

100 USD

The app is called “100 USD"” and it also
costs a 100 dollars. No, the app was not
named after its price tag. The app, when
launched, just displays a picture of a 100
dollar bill. Forget debit cards and crypto-
currencies, this might just be the future of
monetary transactions.

NOTHING

The name says what the app does: noth-
ing. This app just displays the text “Noth-
ing” when launched. There are a few
Easter eggs to it though. For instance,
shaking your device for a 100 times while
the app is running will open an image of
Rick and Morty. On touching that image
at a specific point will redirect you to a
YouTube link. All these nonsensical
things, yet this app has been installed
over a million times with reviews that are
sure to make you laugh once you know
the context of this app.



