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5 war crimes
accused held

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Pirojpur

The Detective Branch of
police arrested five war
crimes accused in Bhandaria
upazila yesterday.

The arrestees, Fazlul
Haque Howlader, 75,
Abdul Mannan Howlader,
74, Azahar Ali Howlader,
88, Ashraf Ali Howlader,
67, of Hetalia village, and
Maharaz Howlader, 68, of
Charkhali village, are
among the eight accused in
a case filed by Bijoy
Krishna Bala of Purbo
Pasharibunia village on
QOctober 10 in 2015, said
GM Abul Kalam Azad,
additional superintendent
of police in Pirojpur.

Bijoy filed the case with
Senior Judicial Magistrate’s
Court in Pirojpur, accusing
them of murder, loot, arson
and rape during the
Liberation War in 1971, The
court sent the arrestees to jail.

Earlier, the court transferred
the case to International War
Crimes Tribunal.
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The pontoon at Kalapara launch terminal in Kalapara town of Tangail sank around six months ago, forcing launches
to anchor at another place.
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Pontoon under
g water for 6 months

Passengers in Patuakhali suffer

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Passengers cannot get on or off launches at the launch terminal on
Andharmanik river in Kalapara upazila town as the only pontoon there
sank around six months ago, forcing launches to anchor at another place.

Locals said Bangladesh Inland Water Transport Authority set up the
pontoon at the only launch terminal there several years ago, but it became
decrepit due to lack of maintenance and sank about six months ago.

In a recent visit to the area, this correspondent saw that the pontoon
goes completely under water during high tide, while a part of it 1s visible
during low tide.

Poran Chandra Biswas, a local trader, said no launch can anchor at the
terminal and they are facing severe problems in transporting their goods.

Uttam Kumar, another trader of the town, said they face various prob-
lems during loading and unloading of goods. Cargo launches cannot
anchor there and they have to bear more expense to transport their goods
from another place.

Md Shah Alam of Rangabali area said they have to get on the launch
without the help of a pontoon, which is very risky.

The authorities concerned should take immediate steps to repair the
pontoon considering the problems of the people, he said.

Lessor of the launch terminal Md Golam Rabbani Shamim said
he informed the higher authorities about the matter several
times, but in vain.

“Ivisited the place and steps are being taken to set up a new pontoon,”

pHoTO: sTar  Said Patuakhali Port Office Assistant Director Khwaja Sadiqur Rahman,
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national flag

Pabna FF's body covered with the mat
during his funeral with state honour

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Believe it or not, the body of a freedom
fighter was covered with a chatai (mat
made of bamboo slates) instead of the
national flag when he was given state
honour in the presence of local admin-
istration officials and freedom fighters
in Pabna's Bera upazila on Saturday.

Md Tahez Uddin of Shambhupur
village in Bera, a leading organizer of
the freedom fighters in the area, died
due to old age complications on
Saturday morning, said Md Ishaque Alj,
commander of Bera freedom fighter
during the Liberation Warin 1971.

The body was taken to Shahid Abdul
Khalegue Stadium in the upazila in the
afternoon for giving him state honour
during the funeral and Bera Assistant
Commissioner (AC-Land) Md
Mahabub Hossain conducted the guard
of honour there.

“When the body of the freedom
fighter was taken for state honour it was
covered with a chatai. This is a serious
mistake,” said Ishaque, also former

commander of the upazila
Muktijoddha Sangsad.

“The body of a freedom fighter is
covered with the national flag while
giving state honour to him in presence
of government officials. Covering the
body with chatai shows sheer negli-
gence to the heroic son of the soil, The
officials who were present on the spot
cannot avoid their responsibility,” said
freedom fighter Rabiul Islam Rabi.

Asked about the matter, AC
Mahabub Hossain said, “This is a mis-
take. Freedom fighters managed the
flag to cover the body of freedom
fighter Tahez Uddin during his burial.
Unfortunately they did not cover the
body during the guard of honour.”

Conscious people of the district
criticized the role of the local adminis-
tration for the matter.

“Those who are responsible for the
callous disregard to national duty while
giving state honour to a freedom fighter
must be brought to book so that all get
careful in future,” said Mostafizur
Rahman Russel, a cultural activist.

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Nilphamari

Dealers of Trading Corporation of Bangladesh (TCB) in
Nilphamari stopped withdrawing of their allocated prod-
ucts from TCB warehouse in Rangpur as the prices of the
essential commodities are either higher or almost the same
asin the open markets.

Although authorities claimed that the state-owned trad-
ing body started selling of essential Ramadan commodities
like chickpea, sugar, soya bean oil and lentils from May 6, it
was only in pen and paper and never actually started.

TCB has 16 authorised dealers for all the upazilas in
Nilphamari while two special dealers for the district town who
are likely to run makeshift selling centres at different points.

While visiting different selling points in the district town,
this correspondent saw a number of people belonging to the
low and middle-income groups, who came to buy Ramadan
commodities at fair price, loitering around the closed shops.

One Jobdal Hossain, 60, of Sabujpara area in the town,
said, "I came here several times since May 6 to buy Ramadan
commodities but always find the shops close.”

Rahmatullah Chunnu, one of the TCB dealers at
Gashbari area, said, “We are unwilling to withdraw TCB
goods to avoid the loss as the prices of some commodities
are much higher than in the open market.”

TCB fixed rate of one kilogram of chickpea at Tk 65, lentil
Tk 50, sugar Tk 55, date Tk 100 and soya bean Tk 85 a litre.
But chickpeas and lentils are being sold in the open market
at Tk 60 and Tk 48 respectively, while the prices of sugar,
soya bean and date are almost the same.

Another TCB dealer Satyen Roy said each dealer is allo-
cated 400 kg of chickpeas, 400 kg lentils, 400 kg sugar, 400
litre soya bean oil and 50 kg dates per day.

Brahmanbaria

Three school kids landed in
Akhaura Upazila Health
Complex on Sunday as
they were beaten merci-
lessly by their teacher for
not solving their mathe-
matics problem.

The children are Maruf
Sarkar, son of Humayon
Sarkar, Nirob Bhuiyan, son
of Shariful Islam Bhuiyan
and Lukman Hossain, son
of Mojammel Hoque of
Darkhar village. They all
are Class IV students at
Notun Kuri Kindergarten.

Nirob's uncle Panir
Bhuiyan said their teacher
Mainuddin Rony beat them
severely with a steel scale
after making them put their
heads under the bench. The
teacher gave them corporal
punishment for not solving
their mathematics problem.

Later, the injured kids
were admitted to the health
complex, said Panir.

Despite repeated calls,
the accused teacher could
not be reached for his
comment.

Bachamara Uttarakhand Government Primary School in Manikganj's Daulatpur upazila is now under threat of
erosion by the river Jamuna. It may go into the river if the authorities concerned do not take immediate steps to

prevent erosion. The school was established in 1969.

PHOTO: STAR

Kid killed over
collecting mango

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

A young man hacked his eight-year-old cousin to death and
injured the kid's parents following a fight over collecting
mangoes at Satian village in Habiganj's Madhabpur upazila
early yesterday.

The deceased is Meem, daughter of Lal Kha of the village.

“There was a long-standing dispute between Lal
Kha and his cousin Masuk Mia over a land. Several
village arbitrations had failed to settle the issue,’
Shamsur Rahman, additional superintendent of
police (ASP) in Habiganj, said referring to family
members and neighbours.

“On Sunday afternoon, Masuk Mia was collecting man-
goes from Lal Kha's tree, although the latter repeatedly
forbade him to do so. Then Lal Kha's men caught Masuk
and beat him. Badly injured Masuk was admitted to
Brahmanbaria Sadar Hospital and later referred to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital," he said.

As a sequel to the incident, Masuk's son Rashid
attacked Lal Kha's house with a billhook around
2:30am yesterday when the latter was sleeping with his
daughter and wife.

Hacked by Rashid, Lal Kha's daughter Meem died on the
spot and the man and his wife were injured, the ASP said.

Hearing screams, neighbours went to the spot while
Rashid fled.

The kid's body was sent to Habiganj Sadar Hospital
morgue for autopsy.

50 hurt as villagers
clash in Habiganj

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

At least 50 people were injured in a clash between two
groups of villagers in Habiganj Sadar upazila yesterday.

Locals said there was a longstanding dispute between
Shamim Mia and Ayat Ali of Hurgaon village over various
issues.

The clash took place as Shamim's cattle ate up Ayat's
straw that he had put out to dry.

Armed with locally-made sharp weapons, supporters of
Shamim and Ayat attacked each other, leaving more than 50
people of both sides injured, locals said.

Habiganj Police Station Officer-in-Charge Yasinul
Haque said police went to the spot and dispersed the rival
groups.

Fifteen of the injured were admitted to Habiganj Sadar
Adhunik Hospital in serious condition, while the rest were
treated at the local upazila health complex.

Ten people were arrested over the issue.

Drain named after late FF!

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

People from all walks of life in Meherpur expressed their
unhappiness and dissatisfaction for naming a drain in
Sadar municipality after a late freedom fighter (FF).

Officials said Meherpur municipality recently completed
the construction of a 282-metre-long drain along Meherpur
Government College to Meherpur General Hospital road with
the financial assistance of the Government, Asian Development
Bank and OPEC Fund for International Development.

After the completion of the drain it was named after late
freedom fighter Abdus Sattar of the area.

A concrete plaque is also erected on the drain which
bears its name Muktijoddha Sattar Drain.

Former deputy commander of Meherpur Muktijoddha
Command Council Basir Ahmed said, “I have no language
to condemn the shocking incident.”

Mizanur Rahman, a trader in Meherpur town, said it is
utterly insulting for freedom fighters.

Meherpur Mayor Mahfuzur Rahman said the contactor
has wrongly written the plaque.

“It will be Sattar Lane, not Sattar Drain,” the mayor said.
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Naming of a drain in Meherpur municipality after late
freedom fighter Abdus Sattar causes dissatisfaction
among the local people.
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