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German cities free to ban
older diesel cars immediately

REUTERS, Berlin

German cities are entitled to ban older
diesel vehicles from streets with immediate
effect to bring air pollution levels in line
with European Union rules, Germany's top
administrative court confirmed on Friday.

A day after the European Commission
lodged a complaint with Europe's top court
against Germany for its repeated failure to
protect air quality in its cities, the details of
the German ruling will add to pressure on
Volkswagen and its German peers to provide
hardware fixes for polluting diesel models.

Research firm Evercore ISI has said this
could cost the industry 14.5 billion euros
($17.1 billion).

Germany opened the door to diesel bans
in February when it allowed environmental
groups to sue cities which fail to enforce
Europe's clean air rules, despite fierce lobby-
ing to oppose bans from carmakers.

Dozens of German cities including
Hamburg, Munich and Stuttgart exceed
European Union limits on nitrogen oxide
(NOx), known to cause respiratory disease.

In a 30-page statement on the ruling
which was published on Friday, Germany's
administrative court in Leipzig said there
should be no grace periods for driving bans.

"Such restrictions, in their intensity, do
not go beyond other passage and stopping
bans as justified by road law requirements,
which motorists always have to reckon with
and which they principally have to accept,”
the court said.

European carmakers have invested
heavily in diesel engines, which produce
less of the carbon that causes global warm-
ing than gasoline, but more of other pollut-
ants blamed for causing disease. Germany's
move to allow cities to ban diesel engines
from streets could have wide implications
for the future of the industry.
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Md Rabiul Haq Chowdhury, chief corporate officer of Karnaphuli Fertiliser Company Ltd (Kafco), and Akhter Jamil Ahmed, deputy general man-
ager for business development at Apollo Hospitals Dhaka, sign the papers of a deal at the former's corporate office in Dhaka on Wednesday.
The employees of Kafco will get priority services at the hospital.

Thai cosmetics, food firms tap
into Chinese tourism boom

REUTERS, Bangkol

The label on the pink and white box of face cream
sold in a Bangkok hypermarket proudly declares
that it is based on a "snail secretion filtrate mois-
ture system". The Snail White branding - plus
some positive internet reviews - is enough to have
Chinese tourists recently lining up to buy the
slime-infused product.

Alice Chen, 21, a Chinese college student, says
she saw the face cream reviewed online and
wanted to try it out because she couldn't get it
back home. And a 22-year-old Chinese tourist
also at the Big C Ratchadamri store, who only gave
her name as Yvonne, said she bought some - it
retails at about $40 a box - because "a blogger said
it was good and inexpensive."

Meanwhile, at a dessert cafe just up the road in
Bangkok's upscale Siam Paragon shopping cen-
tre, another group of Chinese tourists take pic-
tures on their phones of whimsical treats made

from durian - the yellow fruit known for its sul-
fury smell that is mainly grown in southeast Asia.
About 11 million Chinese tourists are expected to
come to Thailand this year, up from just over 1
million in 2010, making China by far the biggest
source of tourism here. And they are spending
more per head than previously, according to Thai
government figures.

And it isn't only the hotels, tour operators and
airlines that are benefiting. A big slice of this spend-
ingis with retailers, restaurants, and food and cosme-
tics makers that target the Chinese audience.
Investors have taken note, driving up the share prices
of many of the companies concerned to high price-
to-earnings ratios. So far, in some cases, that securi-
ties analysts say they are wary of valuations, espe-
cially as tourists' tastes can change rapidly. Do Day
Dream Pcl, the company behind the skin-whitening
Snail White cream, is one.

Boxes of the firm's signature cream, which the
firm says it makes from snail slime extracted using a

process done in South Korea, are stacked high at
Thailand's airports and malls as it has become a
must-buy item for many Chinese visitors who
covet paler skin. Sales of the Snail White products
have been skyrocketing since 2014 as beauty
bloggers in Hong Kong and Singapore gave them
rave reviews, according to Do Day Dream Chief
Financial Officer Piyawat Ratchapolsitte.

In 2017, the company’s revenue ballooned 35
percent to 1.7 billion baht ($52 million) as the
company also built a strong Thai domestic mar-
ket and grew online sales direct to Chinese con-
sumers, It also sells other snail secretion-based
products, including shower gel and lotions.

The sales to visitors are at risk, he said, if forany
reason there is a sudden drop off in Chinese
tourists. That happened briefly in 2015 and 2016
when the Thai government made it much more
difficult for the tour operators offering really
cheap packages to the Chinese - known as "zero-
dollar tours”.
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Development Company
Ltd (Idcol), and Qazi M
Arif, general secretary of
the Institute of
Architects Bangladesh
(IAB), exchange docu-
ments after signing a
deal at the IAB Centre in
Dhaka on May 15 over
the construction of
Idcol's headquarters at
Agargaon's Sher-e-
Bangla Nagar in Dhaka.
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India gold discounts
widen to most
in two months

REUTERS, Mumbai/Bengaluru
Gold discounts in India widened to the highest level in
nearly two months this week due to sluggish demand

amid high local rates, while buying in other major
Asian centres ticked up as global prices slid to 2018

Dealers in India were offering a discount of up to $4
an ounce over official domestic prices this week, the
most since March 24, Last week, the discounts were at
$1 an ounce. The domestic price includes a 10 percent
import tax.

"Jewellery showrooms are witnessing lower foot-
falls in the last few days. It is forcing them to slash
purchases,” said Ashok Jain, proprietor of Mumbai-
based wholesaler Chenaji Narsinghiji.

In the overseas market, gold prices have corrected
but in the local market prices are still elevated due to a
depreciating rupee, Jain said.

The rupee has fallen more than 6 percent so far in
2018, having plunged to its lowest in 16 months this
week. In the Indian market, gold futures were trading
around 31,026 rupees per 10 grams, not too far from last
month's 31,620 rupee level, a peak since August 2016.

"Demand will remain subdued in coming weeks
unless prices fall sharply in Indian rupee terms, " said a
Mumbai-based dealer with a private bullion import-
ing bank. In top consumer China, demand for physical
gold improved, with premiums of $8-$9 an ounce
being charged over the benchmark price, versus $6-$8
last week.,

Premiums of 60 cents to $1.30 an ounce were being
charged in Hong Kong this week, little changed from
the 50 cents-$1.50 range last week.

“Physical gold demand is slightly better than it was
when prices were above $1,300," said Ronald Leung,
chief dealer at Lee Cheong Gold Dealers in Hong
Kong. Benchmark spot gold has declined about 2
percent so far this week, having touched a 4-1/2-
month lowof $1,285.41 per ounce on Thursday.

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh

Office of the Project Director
Bond Management Automation Project
National Board of Revenue
Segunbagicha, Dhaka-1000

Invitation for Tenders

1 | Ministry/division Internal Resources Division, Ministry of
Finance.

2 | Agency National Board of Revenue.

3 | Procuring entity name | Project Director, Bond Management
Automation Project.

4 | Procuring entity code

(if applicable)

5 | Procuring entity district | Dhaka.

6 | Invitation for Supply of official goods and equipments.

7 | Invitation Ref No. 08.01.0000.56.015.001.17(Part-2)/218

8 | Date 17.05.2018

KEY INFORMATION

9 | Procurement method | Open Tendering Method (OTM).

FUNDING INFORMATION

10 | Budget and source of funds GOB.

11 | Development partners (if applicable) | Not applicable.

PARTICULAR INFORMATION

12 | Project code 5-1103-5001

13 | Project name (if applicable) Bond Management Automation
Project.

14 | Tender package No. GD-01

15 | Tender package name GD-01-Supply of official goods &
equipments for Customs Bond
Commissionerate, Dhaka.

16 | Tender publication date On or before 20.05.2018

17 | Tender last selling date 03.06.2018

18 | Tender closing date and time | 04.06.2018 up to 01.00pm.

19 | Tender opening date and time | 04.06.2018 at 03.00pm.

20 | Name & address of the office(s)

Selling/receiving/opening

tender document

Room No: 342 (27 Floor), National Board
of Revenue, Segunbagicha, Dhaka-1000.

| No conditions apply for sale, purchase or distribution of tender documents

21

Pre-tender meeting (optional)

Not applicable.

INFORMATION FOR TENDERER
22 | Brief eligibility and | Described in tender document.
qualification of tenderer
23 | Brief description of goods Supply of Deskiop Computer,
Workstations and Executive Chair.
24 | Brief description of related | Supply, installation, assembling and
, services after sales services as per warranty.
| 25 | Price of tender document | 1000.00 (one thousand) only (non-
(Tk) refundable).
26 | Package | Identification of Location Tender Completion
No. package security time in
amount (Tk) weeks
Imonths
1 GD-01-Supply of | Dhaka 1,00,000.00 1 month
official goods and
equipments  for
Customs  Bond
Commissionerate,
Dhaka.
30 | Name of official inviting | AFM Shahriar Molla.
, tender
31 | Designation of official | Project Director, Bond Management
Inviting tender Automation Project & Member (Customs:
Export, Bond & IT), NBR.
32 | Address of official | Room No. 509 (4% Floor), National Board of
inviting tender Revenue, Segunbagicha, Dhaka-1000.
| 33 | Contact details of | Tel: 8391328 E-mail:
official inviting tender dbmapnbr@gmail.com
34 | The procuring entity reserves the right to reject all tenders or annul the
_ tender proceedings.
AFM Shahriar Molla
Member (Customs: Export, Bond & IT)
& Project Director
Bond Management Automation Project
National Board of Revenue
Segunbagicha, Dhaka-1000
GD-1374 Tel: 8391328




