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Nine killed in
Ctg stampede

25 more injured as people scramble
for free iftar items at a mosque;
doctors, witnesses counter police
claim of death from 'heatstroke'

ARUN BIKASH DEY and SANJOY KUMAR BARUA, from Chirttagong

Nine women were killed and around 25 injured in a stam-
pede when over 30,000 people gathered to collect zakat and
essentials provided by an industrial group at a village in
Satkania of Chittagong yesterday.

When people came to know about Kabir Steel Re-rolling
Mills" (KSRM) distribution (rice 5kg, lentil 5kg, cash Tk
1,000, and a sari), they started gathering in front of the gate
of Anis Bari Jame Mosque ground at Ghatiadanga village,
said AKM Emran Bhuiyan, additional superintendent of
Chittagong police (South Zone).

Rizia Begum, 40, who went there with her sister Nur
Jahan from Lohagara upazila the night before to collect the
items, told The Daily Star that around 9.00am the gate of
the mosque compound was opened for the women. Over
30,000 tried to enter at once. Some fell and got trampled.

‘I fell down. I somehow managed to get up but I lost my
sister,” she said.

“I saw many women lying unconscious on the ground ...
When I found my sister among them, she was dead,” said a
crying Rizia.

Jobaida Akter, 52, went there from Chandanaish upazila.
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PHOTO: SANJOY KUMAR BARUA

Momin Ara Begum, mother of 22-year-old Saki Begum who was among the nine
women Killed in a stampede yesterday morning, wails while her younger brother
tries to console her. The incident took place in Satkania upazila's Ghatiadanga
village, where thousands of women gathered to collect free iftar items.

KHALEDA'S BAIL
SC verdict on

appeals against
HC order today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court is set to
deliver today the verdict on
the two appeals against the
High Court bail order for
BNP Chairperson Khaleda
Zia in the Zia Orphanage
Trust graft case.

The appeals have been
included as item no-3 in the
day's cause-list of the apex
court.

The High Court on March
12 granted bail to Khaleda
who landed in jail on
February 8 after a trial court
had sentenced her to five
years' imprisonment in the
case.

Later, the Anti-Corruption
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DHAKA-CTG HIGHWAY ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCE, EXTRAJUDICIAL KILLING S '[OI' kills 8 6 in In dia

Traffic flow |Probe all cases properly 1K .

; UK Eunan Righis Council « Ranoladedh Over 100 injured in northern, eastern, southern
Uumar ni Ouricit Urge swadaes ) ;

1IIMPIroves i o St parts; met office warns of more storms

FM MIZARUR RAHAMAN, back from Feni The UN Human Rights Council's Universal Periodic Review (LIPR) Working AL N it manageriantagencizasald.

Traffic gridlock on the four-lane Dhaka-
Chittagong highway largely reduced yester-
day after four days of unbearable congestion.

The situation improved as motorists
were diverted to alternative routes around
an 800-metre stretch of road in Feni's
Fatehpur, where the construction work of a
flyover is going on.

The tailbacks reached 114 kilometres

SEE PAGE 10 COL 4
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Group in Geneva yesterday recommended Bangladesh thoroughly investi- | Indian authorities said yesterday at least 86
gate all the incidents of abductions, enforced disappearances, torture and | people have been killed and over 100
extrajudicial killings. injured in a fresh wave of violent sand-
Reviewing Bangladesh's human rights records for the third time, the | storms and thunderstorms that battered
group also called for probing the alleged involvement of law enforcement | vast swathes of the country.
agencies in those incidents and bringing the perpetrators to justice. Winds of over 100 kilometres (60 miles)
The HRC member states suggested that Bangladesh should ratify the | per hour struck parts of north, east and
Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture (OPCAT) to address | southern India late Sunday, uprooting trees,
those issues. They lauded the country for its efforts and achievements in | electricity pylons and damaging houses,

SEE PAGE 10 cOL 1 | officials from federal and state disaster

The fatalities came just 10 days after a
sandstorm left more than 134 dead -- most
of them in Agra, the city of the Taj Mahal.

Hail, wind and thunderstorms brought
down walls, trees and power pylons in Uttar
Pradesh state, killing 48 people, T P Gupta
of the state disaster management depart-
ment told AFP.

Eight people also drowned in the state's
Barabanki district after their boat capsized

SEE PAGE 10 COL 4
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PRAYER TIMING
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Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha
AZAN  4-10 12-455-00 6-36 8-00
JAMAAT 4-45 1-15 5-15 6-40 8-30
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Construction work of a flyover on Dhaka-Chittagong highway in Feni has been causing several kilo- | pHoTo:
metres-long tailbacks on both sides of the road. The picture was taken yesterday morning. RAJIE RATHAN

Afd@ IS M|y arwe

‘

FQANAGT P7 aF 7F (ATF 38 (T WwHH3L S ard T 8
YIS AN REAIBIET SiF 9w @3 CRRg*+/Rerad 98
fize gfearta afet cife e siffaiee afs st sawT
GEIoE | G2 AL T #90 FENNES 96 Fwema W
TS SN FA(E |

faze wfema «ifw s sE@t areea 5989 s 49oifer @
AfqqiacE o9 7% GBI a7 MW e et “faqieaa vew=

FRITOIT T IS FCH AMCNF BIPAI U] QIR S IIea0fa
(TIPIRO e BT T (FGITATIT FEAF T2 F4S |

IR AN J=T & |

wed 9w e |

e

=
(o=

-FIAAAGT FEAT

efeete

S | TEEEE ARETT 2T NG (o € AR FA0E THEi 9o @H-IEE 20 A | 3% e
3For ANl o ¢ e wwr Fafers Al IRk (REws @he ¢ «favy, Sue,
AT BT BIFIE 919 '8 FIIS (@R AL (I berte 203 U9e AWy Fieiel Afasia-ifasesy ar4te 2@ |

3| AW A AR TS AE O -, GIFNEe a Wfed WO 99 0 @1 q1@e @k
S Z0S A, Fode APa Fd AWy 8 ATHFaY FFNSSIF (GLF AL |

© | (T TE A *AS A AT cede qFarem 21, Seaeirs JafE
todl 99T TIZT FAE THGID 8 IS TEEE A @ *[ES A1 AN AT T | IO, *[ES A
AT COfTe Y@ oM Al @ fRrem e (o 9% 72T 39 | AN TifF AT 76T JIRE
CRRTE AT TR Ay FOHF NS “AMT-ALAE G TIZE LRI, 3059 FePrae e |

8 | 3Tl AT T (G, b1, (e, feenfa, 3w, Tenm tefare swaraine g, FafE a1 S= ey e
1) 2 FACE AR A qaPee [l Z0e A | 93 (AfHre JofH 9 96T JIRAE (FE
QST T A7y A AN© “AI-TCAE G VIR LRI, 059 S Fee |

@ | CoTeT 3T (oene fafEre com fae TFeE ANET Siete I MG FE! FACT ©f Awarw 2o AT | faem
Tl (TS (O GIRT TP G UL (O I 19 T (AT 4@ UG |

Y | T, WG AW SIS AR HFEN FAE G e IRRT 537 I Ffaw 965 7929
FACE NI TAGE IfFq AT O ST | @ A AT TFEAT FAE ST (@ QR
SIS RS g4y 91 9GS (I SAE A |

q | SAfFeE F& AFAT G SAFie TEEAE 57 TI2T T FEd o9 W G2 T IR A
g A ACE | T AR T AT I GR GAAFE T AR G @I A
SRS TS 527 GEE S8 41 |

b | 0T A 26T TR AWAT 9T A [T TR w9@e e [l qfE e s Aty ar sn
ETAFI T AR_IE A TSR ANl (o7 ! (/0 7S A |

5 | AMGET AEEFAC Il (TS IE IS 41 TJIZ© G 014 (I TI2E FAE 1 | (T 29089
TS 2 92 FINCE (T FIfET ACF ©T® 96 @ TF FMFE G Frodd HAAF 747 A0S 20T |

R AW W12, 2050 JARASIT PR I T @ JF AT

HfAQrow AW A /G
arem 4wy [Reidt Fieare =iy Sy

D> ST AW I3, 20390-GF ST ¢ 929 AE@ TV TUDT 0 T BIFT AGS TNl 9 SOy

SR 3 Iy JIFH [HIrom 23
SR ERIGE]

3t 963 e feear Sifearem i e

D> qEGre STy AU W20 THST RGP WA (G *1E T e 0O oI |

AT oW AT T 1%
Bangladesh Food Safety Authority

21T T O (50 ), 95-9R THIBA TS, BiFl-d000 |
(FIF: ¢¢>Oboo0, FIH: ¢¢dOvoR, www.bfsa.gov.bd

EDITOR & PUBLISHER : MAHFUZ ANAM. Printed by him from Transcraft Ltd, 229, Tejgaon Industrial Area, Dhaka-1208 on behalf of Mediaworld Ltd, 52, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000. Editorial, News & Commercial Offices: 64-65, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, Dhaka-1215,
Tel: 09610222222, 9144330 & 58156305, Fax: 9144332, 58156307, 58156306, GPO Box No: 3257, e-mail: editor@thedailystar.net, reporting@thedailystar.net



