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1971 WAR CRIMES
Charges filed
against three
Habiganj men

BSS, Dhaka

Prosecution at the
International Crimes
Tribunal-1 (ICT-1) yesterday
pressed charges against
three Habiganj men for
allegedly committing crimes
against humanity during the
1971 Liberation War.

A three-member panel
of the ICT-1 led by Justice
Md Shahinur Islam set June
4 to hold hearing whether
it will take cognisance of
the charges.

The accused - Abul Khayer
Golap Miah, 66, former
chairman of Gojanaipur
union; and Jamal Uddin, 65,
and Gias Uddin, 70 - are
from Nabiganj upazila.

They were alleged mem-
bers of Razakar Bahini.

Golap was arrested on
April 12, 2017, and Jamal
on November 23 the same
year. Gias is still at large.

According to the prose-
cution, the three were
accused of killing 17 peo-
ple, raping six women,
torching 25 houses, and
abducting and torturing 30
people.

Coast Guard destroys
10 lakh yaba pills

20,000 pieces seized in Cox's Bazar

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Coast Guard yesterday destroyed over 10.05
lakh yaba pills and some liquor recovered last year by the
force's east zone in Chittagong and different stations and
outposts under the zone.

The seized drugs and beverages, including 1,549 cans of
beer, 196 bottles and 39.2 litres of liquor, were destroyed at
the Coast Guard base in Chittagong after disposal of related
cases, says a press release.

Home Ministry's Public Security Division Secretary
Mostafa Kamal Uddin, Coast Guard Director General Rear
Admiral AMMM Aurangzeb Chowdhury and its East Zone
zonal commander Capt M Wasim Maksud and top officials
of Department of Narcotics Control (DNC) in Chittagong
and other agencies were present.

Meanwhile, highway police yesterday arrested two drug
traders with 20,000 yaba tablets and seized a private car
which carried them in Chakoria upazila of Cox's Bazar.

The detainees are Abul Kalam, 25, and Abdul Karim, 24,
of Teknaf upazila.

Inspector Md Alamgir Hossain, in-charge of Malumghat
Highway Police Outpost, said acting on a tip-off, a patrol
team stopped the Chittagong-bound car and found the Yaba
pills. Police filed a case with Chakoria Police Station against
the two arrestees,
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Bishwo Shahitto Kendro founder Prof Abdullah Abu Sayeed hands over the “Ratnagarva Ma Awards 2017” to a winning mother
during a ceremony at Samson H Chowdhury Centre, Dhaka Club, yesterday.
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Tribute to mothers

50 women receive 'Ratnagarva Ma Awards'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Even if she had wanted to, Halima
Hossain could not continue her stud-
ies. Growing up in the '60s in
Shayestabad under Barisal Sadar
upazila, there was no secondary school
in her neighbourhood.

But she was determined to make
sure that her children would be able to
pursue higher education.

The 68-year-old mother's dedica-
tion has paid off as all of her children --
six daughters and two sons -- are well
established in the society. All her
daughters are involved in teaching
profession.

Her eldest child, a daughter, is an
MPhil fellow at Dhaka University. One
of her sons is a PhD fellow at DU and a
teacher of Barisal University while the
other is a physician and presently
doing his master's thesis at Dhaka
Medical College.

Yesterday, Halima got "Ratnagarva

Ma Awards-2017", an award given to
mothers whose children have become
successful in their respective fields.
Fifty mothers, including Halima,
were given the award at a ceremony
organised by Azad Products (Pvt) Ltd

at Dhaka Club.
Among the honorees, 25 mothers

were awarded under “general cate-
gory” and 25 under “special category”.
Marking Mother's Day, Azad Products
has been organising the ceremony
since 2003.

Meanwhile, veteran singer and
researcher Mustafa Zaman Abbasi was
accorded “My Dad Wonderful” award
atthe ceremony.

Speaking as the chief guest, Bishwo
Shahitto Kendro founder Prof
Abdullah Abu Sayeed said children
shine in their lives because of the
dedication and hard work of their

mothers.
At the event, Deputy Minister for

Environment and Forests Abdullah Al
Islam Jacob also shared his mother's
contribution to his life. “She not only
raised me and my three siblings suc-
cessfully, but also helped many
women become solvent in Bhola,” he
said.

His mother, Begum Rahima Islam,
was awarded "Ratnagarva Ma".

Md Abul Kalam Azad, managing
director of Azad Products, said moth-
ers are the ones who should be cred-
ited for their children's success.

Rubana Huqg, managing director of
Mohammadi Group, stressed the need
for emergence of more women entre-

preneurs and professionals.
Khairul Majid Mahmud, former

president of Dhaka Club; MM Imrul
Kayes, prime minister's assistant press
secretary, whose mother Suraiya
Begum was awarded at the event; and
Faruk, a veteran actor; among others,
spoke as guests.

BLOCKADE ON DHAKA-MYMENSINGH HIGHWAY

Transport workers start after
students call off theirs

Churkhai Beltoli area of Sadar upazila
around 4:30pm, said Khandaker Shaker

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh
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BUFT signs MoU with Chinese univ

CITY DESK

BGMEA University of Fashion and Technology (BUFT)
has recently signed a memorandum of understanding
(Mol) with Liaoning University in China.

Muzaffar Uddin Siddique, founder chairman of the
Board of Trustees at BUFT, and Jiang Li, president of
Liaoning University (LU), signed the agreement on
behalf of their respective sides at Lu in China on May 10.

SM Mannan Kochi, trustee member of BUFT; Prof Dr
Ayub Nabi Khan, pro-vice-chancellor of BUFT; Xu Ying,
vice president of Liaoning Communication University;
were present among others. BUFT has so far signed Molls
with three Chinese universities including this.

Three 'robbers' arrested in N'ganj

OUR CORRESPONDENT, N'ganj

Rab has arrested three alleged robbers with a gun, two
bullets, a machete and a cleaver in Sonargaon upazila
of Narayanganj, according to a press release.

The three are Sajib, 19, of Mograpara area in
Sonargaon; Shakib Hossain, 19, of Nilkanda area; and
Shukkur Ali, 19, of Chanpara area in Rupganj.

Teacher killed in road accident

OUuR CORRESPONDENT, C'nawabganj

A school teacher was killed in a road accident in Bhola

Bazar area under Manda upazila of Naogaon yesterday.
Kajol Kumar, 35, of Bharsho village was an assistant

teacher of Moinam High School in the upazila.

Anisur Rahman, officer-in-charge (OC) of Manda
Police Station, said the accident occurred around
9:00am when a Rajshahi-bound passenger bus from
Naogaon town hit Kajol's motorcycle, leaving him
seriously injured.

Locals rushed him to Manda upazila health com-
plex where doctors declared him dead.

Obituary

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Sarwar Ashfaque Ahmed Leon, a vice president of
Dinajpur district Awami League (AL), passed away at a
hospital in the district yesterday morning. He was 58.

According to the family, Leon complained about chest
pain early yesterday. He was rushed to Zia Heart
Foundation in the district, where he breathed his last.

He was also the vice president of Dinajpur Rice
Millers Association and a former vice president of
Dinajpur Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

He was buried at Lalbagh graveyard after the Asr
prayers.

A gqift of sight

Rajbari freedom fighter helps the poor combat cataract

SUZIT KUMAR DAS with ANDREW

also getting cases of childhood or
infantile cataracts. We had a 10-

In a twist of events, transport workers yes-
terday blocked the Dhaka-Mymensingh
highway protesting an act of vandalism by
students of Jatiya Kabi Kazi Nazrul Islam
University (JKKNIU) -- just half an hour
after the students withdrew the similar
programme protesting an attack on their
fellows by locals in Sadar upazila of the
district,

The blockade started around 7:00pm
soon after students withdrew their blockade
around 6:30pm.

The blockade was continuing till filing
of the report as of 9:00pm, suspending
vehicular movement on the highway, said
SA Newazi, additional superintendant of
police (crime) of Mymensingh.

[t all started when a truck hit a university
bus carrying teachers and students in

Ahmed, officer-in-charge (Investigation) of
Kotwali Police Station.

At that time, another bus of the univer-
sity carrying students was passing by. The
students of the second bus joined those of
the former and protested the incident.

In the meantime, locals joined the truck
driver and locked in an altercation with the
students,

At one stage, they attacked the students,
leaving some 20 of them and a teacher of
the university injured, alleged Sanjoy
Kumar Mukherjee, assistant proctor of
JKKNIU.

The injured students were treated at
different hospitals including Mymensingh
Medical College Hospital, said the proctor.
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For the last three vyears, retiree
Khairul Bashar Khan has been work-
ing to bring light back to poor cata-
ract patients in Rajbari and its
adjoining areas.

Khairul started the mission in
2014. He made a decision of utilis-
ing zakat by investing the fund for
the treatment of poor patients with
cataracts, a leading cause of blind-
ness.

A total of 234 patients have
regained their eyesight under the
generous programme till now.,

The cataract operations are per-
formed in two to three batches at
Maleka Eye Hospital in Madhukhali
upazila of Faridpur every year. Each
batch is usually comprised of some
10 patients.

The first batch of this year had
their cataracts removed in March.
The next batch will get their free
treatment in the upcoming
Ramadan.

When asked about the idea
behind the initiative, Khairul, also a
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Freedom fighter Khairul Bashar Khan, in black suit, with some of the
cataract patients who recovered through his initiative.

freedom fighter, said, “As a child, I
learnt that love for humanity is the
greatest asset any one can have. That
is why I joined the Liberation War
and went on to serve with the
Bangladesh Ansars. Before I retired
in 2017, I began to think about what
else | might do to serve our society. |
made a plan to help patients from
poor families who are suffering
from cataracts.”

"1 believe sight is the greatest gift

given to the mankind. So, I decided
to help people save and regain their
eyesight,” he added.

‘I discussed the idea with my
son-in-law Khan Shamim Ahmed,
who works as an accountant in a
consultancy firm in Dhaka. He
encouraged me and also helped
me,” Khairul said.

“Cataracts are the most common
cause of vision loss especially in
older people. But, nowadays, we are
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year-old boy named Hridoy who
had infantile cataracts. We took
him to Islami Eye Hospital in
Dhaka for cataract surgery in 2017."

Hridoy's father Abdul Farid
Sheikh, a farmer of Khord
Magchami village in Rajbari's
Baliakandi upazila, said, “Khairul
Bashar Khan funded the surgery.
My son can clearly see now. 1 will
never forget his contribution to our
lives.”

Another patient, Profullo Kumar
Shil, 70, of Tarapur village, said, "I
had to suffer for several months with
cataracts as | did not have money for
my surgery. But, the Maleka Eye
Hospital authorities informed me
about Khairul's project and 1 con-
tacted him and had my free opera-
tiondonein July 2016."

"I can see the beautiful world
again and do not have to live at
the mercy of somebody, thanks to
Khairul Bashar Khan,” an over-
joyed Profullo said.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

AK Chowdhury
passes away

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

AK Chowdhury FCA, a freedom fighter
and adviser to the interim Mujibnagar
government during 1971, breathed his last
ata Dhaka hospital on Saturday, aged 78.
He left behind his wife, a son, a daugh- ]
ter and a host of relatives and friends to

mourn his death.

AK Chowdhury was also founder
council member and past president of the Institute of
Chartered Accountants of Bangladesh.

He will be buried at his village home in Gutuma of Feni,

says a press release.

He served as co-founder and founder vice president of
Chittagong Stock Exchange in 1995-2000, and ex-officio
member of Securities and Exchange Commission advisory
board in 2000 and one of honorary members of NBR advi-
sory committee in Chittagong during 1973-97.

He was a Rotarian, permanent member of Chittagong Club,
life member of Diabetic Association (Feni and Chittagong),
Kidney Foundation, Cancer Foundation and Bangladesh
National Society for the Blind (BNSB) of Chittagong.
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