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The forgotten ones

FROM PAGE 1

ago, Syeda Shalina Shally, founder of
the shelter, Aapan Nibash, got a call
from a police officer. “He told me
about Rani and I found Rani mashi
[aunt],” Shally said.

Rani is one of 36 who in the twilight
years of their lives have found a new
family in Aapan Nibash and have
sirnilar stories. Shally and eight other
volunteers love them and take care of
them.

From the wrinkles on her face and
sunken eyes, Rani appears to be at least
70 years old.

She cannot remember who her
husband was, but she “sometimes feels
sad remembering her children,” Shally
said.

Rani had lost her daughter when she
was only five years old. Having been
reared up in another family, the daugh-
ter got married to a man from the
Muslim community.

Rani luckily found her daughter and
stayed with her at her in-laws' place for
a few months until they raised objec-
tions about her staying there being a
Hindu.

She returned to her son, who had
become paralysed. His family refused
to let Rani stay there, because she had
lived with the Muslims.

“Thus, she lost family, home.”

While Shally was telling the story,
Rani sat quietly on a bed; her face
down. Shally asked a question or two
but failed to elicit a response.

Aayat Banu sat close to Rani. From
her appearance, she seemed to be in
her 90's. She held out her hand to
touch Shally's and kissed her.

Asked what she had had for lunch,
Aayat said, “dal and rice,” with a com-
plaining tone. Shally explained that
Aayat loves chips-like snacks but her
stomach gets upset often by that.

Aayat has been at Aapan Nibash for
six to seven months. She does not
remember her family, children or
anything of her previous life,

She was in a state of unconscious-
ness at Lalmatia when Shally found
her. Based on what could be gathered
from Aayat's incoherent words, Shally
believes that she had served as a house-
help for most of her youth and adult-
hood.

“When she lost her ability [to work],
she was abandoned ... She often asks,
'‘will you leave me?'" said Shally, who
had worked as a human rights activist
for nearly 30 years.

She last worked with Karmojibi
Nari, an organisation that advocates
for women's rights. In 2009-2010,

many members of the organisation
who had worked with her shared their
concerns about growing old.

About seven of them had become
old by then and had lost their ability to
continue working. They feared that
their families would get rid of them
anytime. That was when Shally told
them to stay with her, without think-
ing ahead about how she would meet
their needs.

She rented a run-down three-storey
building as it did not cost much when
compared to the available space. She
turned the place in Moinnar Tek, close
to her residence and about 10km away
from Abdullahpur, into a home for
those elderly women who have
nowhere else to go.

A number of women inspired by
Shally's work joined her as volunteers.
One of them cooks for only Tk 2,000 a
month.

“I requested rights activists, mem-
bers of Karmojibi Nari |of the locality]
to save a handful of rice [in a jar] every
day. I collected the rice at the end of
every month,” Shally told this corre-
spondent during a visit to the shelter
home on Tuesday. “The collected rice
and my salary were all that I had to
cope with the expenditure [until
2012]."

With time, six other like-minded
people came forward to form a manag-
ing committee to support her initia-
tive,

The shelter, in the almost uninhab-
itable building with no gas, power or
running water, runs with small funds
from individuals.

“Younger ones like her are coming
to help,” Shally said, pointing to a
medical student who went there to
celebrate her birthday with the women
forgotten by the society and their
families.

She had gone in vain to many
influential and wealthy people for
help. “They said caring for such
women was meaningless, worth-
less.... But where will they go when
society has refused to take responsi-
bility for them?” she said with tears
gathering in her eyes.

“You know when I found Salma
khala |aunt], she was lying by the side
of a drain [in Narayanganj]|, with urine
and faeces all over her body.... 1 got
water from a roadside shop, washed
her, wrapped a new sari around her
and then brought heron a bus.”

Another resident, Gollechha had
been hurt in a road accident in the
airport area. Someone took her to

Dhaka Medical College Hospital. No
one went there looking for her for a
month and then someone from the
hospital contacted Shally. Like in other
cases, Shally welcomed Gollechha.

Sometimes relatives and children
leave elderly mothers and grandmoth-
ers at the shelter.

Known to be a 120-year-old widow
at Aapan Nibash, Johura is one of
them. Her granddaughter left her there
because her husband didn't want her.

The flash of the camera annoyed her
during her afternoon tea. She
attempted to retreat but Shally apolo-
gised to her and said it would not
happen again.

With a smile, Tuni, 55, showed up
with tea. She could easily be mistaken
for a volunteer but Tuni is among the
few active women there who share the
household chores with volunteers.

Tuni had served a home in Gulshan
for 45 years. She took care of the
elderly parents when their children
were abroad. When the couple passed
away, her services were no longer
required, nor was she.

One of their relatives brought her to
Aapan Nibash with two sets of clothes,
a few packets of biscuits, milk powder
and tea; that was all she earned for
serving more than four decades.

Intellectually-disabled Tuni was
still smiling when her story was being
told.

Asked how many more the home
could accommodate, Shally said she
would not close the door on anyone.
“They would at least get protection
from rain, cold, would be able to lie
down and die with dignity.”

Some 20 women of the shelter have
passed away over the years. Shally
lamented that she had to insist staff of
public graveyards to accept the bodies
for burial.

By now, the afternoon sunlight was
waving goodbye to Aapan Nibash and
shadows began creeping through the
windows into the worn-out place.

Shuddering at rumble of thunder,
Gollechha called out, “Please, some-
one bring my sons and daughters
home.”

“No one knows where her children
are,” said Shamsunnahar, a volunteer
trying to calm her.

The mother never forgot her chil-
dren but her children have forgotten
their mother.

Today is Mother's Day.

[The shelter could be reached at
+8801716680192 and
+8801816779163]
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Ground gets signals
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“Already, the space ship has started
sending signals to the ground stations
and it will take another seven to nine
days for it to open its wings com-
pletely and activate the battery and
other equipment,” he told The Daily
Star.

About 45 minutes after launch, the
satellite started sending signals to the
SpaceX's three ground stations in the
us, Italy, and South Korea, said
Mezbahuzzaman.

After the successful launch of the
3.7-tonne satellite, Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina yesterday said another
milestone has been reached, reports
UNB.

Greeting the country's people, she
said, “Today, we launched
Bangabandhu Satellite-1. With this
launching, we've hoisted the
Bangladesh flag in space. | would like
to greet and congratulate the people of
the country on this glorious occasion.”

“The satellite will be a great addi-
tion to our Information Technology
heralding our entry into the Satellite
Club of the world,” she said, adding,
“The Bangabandhu Satellite-1 will
certainly bring revolutionary changes
in our broadcast and telecommunica-
tions sector.”

Prime Minister's [CT Affairs Adviser
Sajeeb Wazed Joy along with top offi-
cials of the government were watching
the launch from about 2.5km away
from the launch pad.

Mezbahuzzaman said, "Now the
process will be very slow and in phases
the satellite will start its activity to
complete the LEOP and the second
phase is Satellite in Orbit.”

The LEOP phase will take 10 days
while the second one will take 20 days.

Talking about the benefits of the Tk
2,765.66 crore satellite, project offi-
cials said it would immensely contrib-
ute to the digital advancement of the
country. It would mostly cover South
Asian countries and Indonesia, the
Philippines, Myanmar, Tajikistan,
Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Turkestan and
a part of Kazakhstan,

Renting out broadcasting capacity
will be one of the main purpose of the
satellite as Bangladesh currently meets
its demand for satellite connectivity
renting from foreign operators spend-
ing about $14 million a year.

Bangabandhu-1 could save the
foreign currency and its unused capac-
ity could also be rented to other
nations.

However, over the last few months,
a number of local TV channels have

expressed their reservations that
Bangabandhu-1 would be far out in
the east and it might not be suitable for
them.

State-owned Bangladesh
Communication Satellite Company
Ltd would operate the business of the
Bangabandhu-1.

Zunaid Ahmed Palak, state minister
for ICT, who witnessed the launch in
Florida, said according to their plan,
most of the capacity would be used in
the country.

There are more than 750 union
parishads in the country with no
internet connectivity and we want to
ensure broadband internet with this
satellite there. It could provide the
nation with dedicated emergency
telecommunication services during
natural disasters if all other services go
offline, said officials.

However, MA Hakim, president of
Internet Service Providers Association
of Bangladesh, said the satellite's
bandwidth would be more than 100
times costlier and that was why they
would not be interested.

"For about 1 Mbps bandwidth
transfer from Dhaka to Jessore, we
need to spend about Tk 1,500. But
with satellite, it will be more than
$2,000.”

Fate of 3,200 trees
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has recently sent two proposals to the
Cabinet Division in this regard. The
proposals may be placed before
Monday's cabinet meeting for
approval, ministry officials said.

As per a previous decision of the
cabinet, felling of trees in reserve and
natural forests remained stopped since
January 2016 to save bio-diversity, The
ban will be in force till December 2022.

Once the cabinet gives nod to the
proposals, 1,546 trees in 2.34 acre
forest in Chandpur Union of Gazipur's
Kapasia upazila will be cut for building
a ministadium there.

Besides, 1,701 trees in 191.25 acre
forest in Maheshkhali Upazila of Cox's
Bazar will be felled for a project of
Bangladesh Petroleumn Corporation
(BPC).

The project titled “Installation of
Single Point Mooring (SPM) with
double pipeline” is aimed at supplying
imported crude oil and diesel directly
to Eastern Refinery from mother ves-
selsin deep sea.

GAZIPUR PROJECT
Officials said the youth and sports

ministry requested the environment
and forests ministry's approval to use
2.34 acres reserve forest for building
the mini stadium.

The youth and sports ministry
received a no objection certificate
(NOC) from the environment minis-
try on the condition that the land
cannot be used for purposes other than
building the stadium.

Among 1,546 trees, 1,400 are
Akashmoni trees and the others
include mango, jackfruit, plum and
bamboo.

COX'S BAZAR PROJECT

The power, energy and mineral
resources ministry requested the envi-
ronment and forests ministry to issue
an NOC to lease 191.25 acres forest
land in Maheshkhali for implement-
ing the project there.

As per conditions given by the
environment and forests ministry,
the BPC has to pay a yearly revenue
of Tk 2,400 for each acreand Tk 1.37
crore as compensation. Besides, the
BPC has to plant trees five times
more than those to be felled by it
and ensure maintenance of the trees

for 10 years.

A total of 1,701 trees, including
garjan, black berry, karai, khalsi, telsus,
shimul, and 1,250 cane bushes will be
cut down.

Engr Abdus Sobhan, general secre-
tary of Poribesh Bachao Andolon
(Poba), said chopping down trees of
reserve forests is in no way acceptable,
be it for implementation of develop-
ment projects or not.

“Isn't there any other places? Why
the forest land has to be used? It is not
possible to grow a forest in a day,”
Sobhan, also a former additional
director general of the environment
department, told this newspaper yes-
terday.

Holding lack of forest area responsi-
ble for the rising number of deaths
from lightning and thunderstorm, he
said, "We are not growing but destroy-
ing forests. It will be a catastrophe for
us.”

He urged the government not to
implement projects by cutting trees
and demanded it evict all the illegal
structures from Gazipur reserve forest
areas gradually.
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