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The first photo, left, taken at Malnichhara Tea Garden on March 11, shows fresh cuts on the side of a hillock; the second photo, right, was taken on May 2 where

tea saplings can be seen planted at the foots of the razed parts.

Malnichhara Tea Garden
to pay for razing hillocks

DoE slaps Tk 9.2 lakh fine

DWOHA CHOWDHURY, Sylhet

The Department of Environment (DoE) has
finally cracked down on the Malnichhara
Tea Garden for cutting hillocks in its estate
for tea plantation.

Md Mujahidur Rahman, assistant direc-
tor of the Enforcement and Monitoring
Wing of the DoE, fined the tea estate Tk
9.2 lakh on Tuesday based on a report by
the Sylhet office of DoE.

The Bangladesh Environment
Conservation Act, 1995 (amended 2010)
strictly prohibits the cutting or razing of
government-owned hillocks by any individ-
ual or institution. Exceptions may be made,
but only after a clearance certificate is issued
by the DoE.

On March 10, environmentalist Abdul
Karim Kim, general secretary of
Bangladesh Poribesh Andolon (Bapa) in
Sylhet, and Anis Mahmud, photojournal-
ist at the Daily Prothom Alo, saw the cut-
ting of three hillocks at the Malnichhara
Tea Garden, the oldest commercial tea
garden in Sylhet.

However, garden officials confronted
them and confiscated their cameras at that
time. Later, they sought the help of the
police and were able to exit.

Prompted by this incident, a team of DoE
in Sylhet inspected the garden on March 12

environmental damage caused, but added it
will be an example for other tea gardens in
the district.

He also opined that legal action, such as
cancellation of lease, would have been a
more effective punishment.

Representatives of the Malnichhara Tea
Garden could not be reached for com-
ment.

The hills in northeast Bangladesh that are
used to grow tea plants are all government-
owned land and are leased to individuals or
institutions for commercial tea production.

Azam Ali, assistant manager of the gar-
den, had told The Daily Star in March that
the hillock was not being used in tea pro-
duction, and that they needed the soil to
repair some internal garden roads.

However, this correspondent visited the
site on May 2 and found that tea plantation
was being done on the hillocks, to cover up
the razed parts.

The 1,500-acre Malnichhara Tea Garden
came into commercial tea production in
1854. After the Liberation War in 1971,
industrialist Ragib Ali took a part of the
garden on lease and is still the owner of the
estate.

He and his son Abdul Hye were later
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HSC exam in
candle light

OUR CORRESPONDENT, N'ganj

HSC candidates attended
their exams by lighting
candles at a Narayanganj
centre as dark clouds cast a
night-like ambience during
nor'wester yesterday.

There was a power black-
out in and around the
Government Tolaram
College area.

The sky started turning
dark just an hour after the
economics second paper
exam had started at
10:00am, said the college
authorities and
examinees.

Then there was a power
cut, forcing most of the
candidates to light candles,
they said.

For this reason, “we were
not able to write for a
while,” said Faria Akhter,
one of the examinees.

Tama Saha, another
examinee, said there was
no electricity for more
than half an hour. Ten
minutes extra time was
given to the candidates to
recover the gap.

College Vice Principal
Aminul Islam said they
arranged candles and
rechargeable lights due to
power cuts.
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Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary gusty or squally wind and
lightning flashes s likely to occur at many places over Rajshahi, Dhaka, Mymensingh, Sylhet, Khulna
and Barisal divisions and at a few places over Rangpur and Chittageng divisions till 6:00pm today,
reports UNB. Day and night temperature may remain nearly unchanged over the country, says Met
Office. The sun setsin the capital today at 6:32pm and rises tomorrow at 5:18am.
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2 arrested for stealing motorbikes

OUR CORERESPONDENT, B'baria

Police arrested two people and seized four stolen
motorbikes in Brahmanbaria and Habiganj on
Wednesday.

In Brahmanbaria, Ashraful Alam Sumon, 25, was
held in the town's Madhhyapara area on the charge of
stealing motorcycles, Sadar police told The Daily Star
yesterday.,

In Habiganj, Amrit Banerjee, 24, was arrested with
four stolen motorcycles in Noapara area, said police.

Quikhwani

CITY DESK

Qulkhwani of M Serajul Islam Khan will be held at
Baitul Monayem Jame Mosque in Banani of Dhaka
after the Asr prayers today:.

The former chairman of Bangladesh T&T Board died
on May 9, says a press release. His relatives, friends and
well-wishers are requested to attend the programme.

Election fever
grips City

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

The Khulna City Corporation (KCC) election contestants
including the two heavyweight contenders of the mayoral
post -- from Awami League and BNP -- yesterday continued
electioneering to persuade people to vote for them.

The KCC election is scheduled to be held on May 15.

Starting early in the morning, the candidates and their
supporters roamed various city streets, distributed leaflets
containing their manifestos and exchanged greetings with
prospective voters till midnight.

Nazrul Islam Monju, the BNP-nominated mayor aspi-
rant, campaigned in Ward 30 that is inhabited by a large
number of voters from Christian and Hindu communities.

Waterlogging is a longstanding problem faced by resi-
dents of the ward, located by the Rupsha river.

Monju, accompanied by Central BNP leaders Joynal
Abdin Farooque and Barkatullah Bulu, during his cam-
paigning assured the residents that he would resolve the
problem if he is voted the mayor of the city.

Shafiqul Alam Mona, president of Khulna district BNP
and coordinator of 20-party alliance, also accompanied
Monju. The mayor aspirant later held a meeting with jour-
nalists at his party office before heading out for campaign-
ing at Wards 19 and 25.

Meanwhile, Awami League-nominated mayor aspirant
Talukder Abdul Khaleque vesterday visited various offices as
part of his campaigning including the Bangladesh Bank
office, Khulna children's hospital, the district council office,
district commissioner's office, Khulna registry office and
telephone office.

He assured his prospective voters that if elected as the
mayor of the city, he would resolve the waterlogging prob-
lem in the city by reclaiming the 22 canals from encroachers
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Monju demands
army deployment

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

The BNP-nominated mayoral candidate in the Khulna City
Corporation election yesterday demanded immediate army
deployment in the city.

Nazrul Islam Monju during a press briefing at his party
office on KD Gosh Road in the city said, “Army must be
deployed here immediately to ensure people's right to vote
and to ensure a free and fair election.”

In a direct violation of electoral rules, the government
yesterday recommended appointment of a high official as a
coordinator of the Khulna election office to monitor the
election and to supervise the returning officers, he alleged.

The electoral law does not have any provision to super-
vise the returning officers, Monju said.

Echoing his demand, other BNP leaders present during
the briefing alleged that the Election Commission and the
administration are working in favour of the ruling party
candidate as a ploy to get him elected.

BNP standing committee member Goyeshwar Chandra
Roy said the government wants to elect the AL candidate by
any means and it is detaining BNP leaders and activists
against whom there have been no criminal cases.

A number of central leaders including standing commit-
tee members of BNP were also present at the briefing,
BNP LEADERS MEET CEC
Meanwhile, a BNP delegation led by its standing committee
member Nazrul Islam Khan held a meeting with Chief
Election Commissioner KM Nurul Huda at Nirbachan
Bhaban in the capital.

Emerging from the meeting, Nazrul told The Daily Star
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