In 1934, the world's worst man commis-
sioned the world's most famous car from one
of the world's best automotive engineers.
That man's vision, although it made sense,
would go on to birth a car that would be used
to fund one of the bloodiest conflicts in all of
human history. That vision spelled out the
basics of one the world's first and one of the
most successful “peoples’ car” - the
Volkswagen Beetle. What Adolf Hitler and his
Nazi cronies (except, perhaps, Ferdiand
Porsche, the engineer) didn't account for was
thousands of people turning a vehicle born of
hatred and intolerance into a symbol for
peace, love and resistance to oppression.,

Kamrul Islam's Beetle, while not exactly
representing the same values that earned the
iconic VW the moniker of the "Love Bug”,
still has a significant amount of history
attached to it that places it in the shadow of
human conflict and global politics.

[n the late 1960s, Kamrul's father, Dr.
Mafakhkharul Islam, was an assistant profes-
sor at Sylhet Medical College. A frequent
tennis player, he made the acquaintance of a
Pakistani ADC who, in 1969, sold to him a
nearly brand new 1967 VW Beetle, coated in
pale blue. The purchase set back Dr. Islam TK
1,200 at the time, but the high cost of pur-
chase was nothing considering the role it
would play in his life in the coming years.
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Kamrul Islam and his son, 16 year old Mushfiqul Islam Fahim. Fahim is already a petrolhead -
the Islam family Beetle will be in good hands it seems.

In1971, as tensions between East and West
Pakistan boiled over into all-out civil war and
Bangladesh's War of Independence, Dr. Islam
was advised by a fellow Professor, Dr.
Shamsuddin, to leave the hospital and find
somewhere safe. Dr. Shamsudding feared for
the safety of the college and hospital staff,
and advised many others to take shelter.
Using the Beetle to flee, Dr. Islam took his
pregnant wife and two young daughters to
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Montreal's heads look best when the slatted covers are
down. Which they often are, because Alfa electronics.

BMW 2800CS was the first Bimmer to have quad
roundels for headlights - they've stuck around ever since.

safety in April 1971. On the way, the trusty
1200cc aircooled Beetle soldiered on, at times
needing to be covered up in camouflage
while dodging both Pakistani army
checkposts and Indian air-raids, neither of
which could (or in the first case, want to)
differentiate between civilian and enemy:.
Nine months later, Bangladesh was born -
and Dr. Islam’s family was safe. However Dr.
Shamsuddin, on whose advice Dr. Islam had

Any and all Porsches with the iconic roundels inspire
intense emotion in gearheads. Except the Cayenne.

Jaguar E-type's headlights, like the rest of its
aerodynamic body, had an impossibly complex shape.

fled with his family, was brutally killed by the
Pakistani Army in the war - he had chosen to
stay behind at the hospital, and paid for it
with his life. At present, Sylhet Medical
College Hospital bears his name in honour,
With the Beetle being such a significant
part of his life, Dr. Islam refused to sell it in
the coming years, even at the protests of
Kamrul, who, along with his elder brother
and sisters, could not understand why their
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father was holding on to it despite the Bug
being reduced to mechanical junk that
needed to be pushed to start every morning.
Over the years Dr. Islam and his family cre-
ated countless memories, many of them
precious to Kamrul and his siblings - the
Beetle is a constant reminder of their father,
who passed away in 2007.

Kamrul is glad his father didn't sell it = an
established doctor at a community health
clinic himself, he managed to restore the
Beetle to its full glory and is waiting to pass
it on to his son, Mushfiqul Islam Fahim. For
as long as Bangladesh has been an
independent nation, this Beetle has been an
heirloom in his family, from ensuring the
future of the children during a brutal war of
independence to having a front row seat to
seeing them grow up. When it passes on to
Fahim, who seems to have an ingrained
passion for automobiles already - judging by
his collection of immaculate scale models -
it will most likely see another two-three
decades of faithful service. It doesn't belong
in a museum - it belongs in the hands of
the people that kept it going, and still does
today.
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It's easy to think the 69 Dodge Charger doesn't have
headlights. Because they hide, like evil masterminds.

Lamborghini Miura. The most beautiful car ever made,
and many say that only because of its “eyelashes”.

Citroen DS pioneered many things that boggle the minds
of car manufacturers even today, like swiveling lights.
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More Savings, More Road

If there were beauty pageants for headlights, the
2000GT's pop-ups would be Miss Universe.

Alfa Romeo SZ had ridiculously over-the-top square
heads that complemented the Zagato body perfectly.

Audi holds the crown for headlight tech in the modern
era — R8's laser heads are the claim to the throne.
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KEY BENEFITS:

Improve Fuel Efficiency, Reduce CO2 Emission
long Wear Life, Low Noise Low Rolling Resistance
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