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Zila parishad
member killed

in road crash

STAR REPORT

A member of Kurigram Zila
Parishad was killed in a road
accident in Kaunia upazila
of Rangpur yesterday noon.

The deceased is Sohrab
Hossain Chand of Ulipur
upazila. He was also the
former Buraburi union
parishad chairman, reports
our Dinajpur correspondent.

Sohrab was travelling to
Rangpur on his motorbike.,
As he reached Ghunti Bural
bridge, an oncoming truck
hit him, said OC Mamunur
Rashid of Kaunia Police
Station, quoting witnesses.

The body was handed
over to the family mem-
bers, he added.

Meanwhile, another
biker was killed when a
CNG-run auto-rickshaw hit
his motorbike while over-
taking on Gaibandha-
Shaghata Road in the after-
noon, reports our
Gaibandha correspondent.

The deceased is Abdul
Awal Khan, 50, of
Katlamari village under
Fulchhari upazila. Police
arrested the driver of the
auto-rickshaw.
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Udayan Express, the Sylhet-bound train from Chittagong, is halted on its tracks yesterday morning in the Lawachara National Park after tress
fell on the rail lines due to nor'wester the previous night. Rail communication between Sylhet and the rest parts of the country was halted for
seven hours in two separate incidents of fallen trees -- one at Lawachara and another at Magurchara -- before being normalised.

HOUSEWIFE MURDER CASE

All accused acquitted

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

A Chittagong court yesterday acquitted all the accused from
charges filed in connection with killing and burning house-
wife Suparna Shil over dowry in Chittagong's Anwara
upazila in January 2012.

The acquitted persons are victim's husband Krishnapad
Shil, his mother Renu Bala Shil and brothers Palash Dhar
Shil and Sunil Kanti Shil.

Judge Rokhsana Parvin of Chittagong Women and Child
Repression Prevention Tribunal-1 handed down the verdict
as the charges brought against the four could not be proved,
said the tribunal's Public Prosecutor (PP) advocate Jesmin
Akhter.

Before delivering the verdict, Shuparna Shill's husband
Krishnapad Shil was produced before the court from jail,
while the three others were on bail in the case.

“During delivering the verdict, the court said there is no
autopsy report of the victim or an inquest report of the
incident,” PP advocate Jesmin Akhter told The Daily Star. In
the case, eight witnesses out of 12 testitied, she added.

According to the case statement, on January 4, 2012,
Suparna Shil was allegedly murdered by her in-laws at
Barsat Union of Anwara upazila, as her family failed to pay

SEE PAGE 4 COL 7

2 Rohingyas'
attempt to get
passports foiled

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Mymensingh

Police yesterday sent two
Rohingya women back to
Kutupalong refugee camp
in Cox's Bazar from
Regional Passport Office,
Mymensingh where they
went to apply for passports
by using fake identity.

Salma Khatun, 25, men-
tioned her address in
Rangpur while Romicha
Khatun, 30, in Gaibandha,
said Khandaker Shaker
Ahmed, officer-in-charge of
Kotwali Police Station.

They also mentioned that
they were married, he said.

When the Rohingyas
could not mention their
husbands' names, they
were handed over to police,
said the OC.

Another woman
Sabiqunnahar, 22, was
arrested as she brought the
two to the passport office,
he said.

Rainwater storage alleviates
Patuakhali water crisis

SOHRAB HOSSAIN with ANDREW EAGLE

In the coastal areas of Patuakhali's
Kalapara upazila, to find fresh water is
often a struggle.

The underground water table has fallen
over recent years. The salinity problem has
increased. Many tube wells deliver either
saline water or none at all.

Now, encouraged by a government pro-
ject, many families are using rainwater
storage as a partial solution.

“To collect drinking water is usually a big
chore,” says Okhaichin, a local Rakhine
housewife from Kuakata.

“We have to walk quite far to find a suit-
able tube well. Rainwater on the other hand
is also free, and to use it for drinking and
household activities is convenient.”

“We are certainly enjoying the benefit of
storing rainwater,” says another Kuakata
resident Md Basir Ahmed.

“It's a good idea, but doesn't help as
much during the dry season. Rainfall in the

——

dry season in recent years seems to have
reduced.”

The Bangladesh Agriculture
Development Corporation implemented
the World-Bank-funded project to promote
rainwater storage, a project that ran for five
years from 2011,

A total of 919 water tanks were then
distributed and installed across 12 villages,
to service 3,676 households, at a cost of Tk
8.88 crore,

In Latachaplee union adjacent to
Kuakata it is common to see the telltale
plastic pipes connecting the tin rooftops of
houses with the storage tanks, each with a
2,000-litre capacity.

Having seen the benefits of rainwater
storage, many locals hope such a project can
be repeated.

Expanded storage capacity, they say,
would help to ensure fresh water supplies
are more than enough to last right through
the dry season.
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A rainwater harvesting plant at Latachaplee under Kalapara upazila in Patuakhali.
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Indian passport,
Bangladeshi NID'

| Man arrested in Ctg

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cig

Detectives of Chittagong Metropolitan Police
arrested a man with an Indian passport and a Bangladeshi
NID card in Chittagong city's Panchlaish area yesterday.

The arrestee is Kollyan Joyti Bhikkhu, alias Bablu Barua,
37, of Assam, India, said Additional Deputy Commissioner
(ADC) AAM Humayun Kabir of the detective branch.

ADC Humayun said on information, DB men raided a
city hotel and detained him. A case has been filed with
Akbarshah Police Station.

Bablu introduced himself as general secretary of Kripasharan
Buddhist Mission in Assam, but failed to provide any relevant
document, the ADC added. "His passport mentions his name
as Kollyan Joyti while in the NID it's Bablu Barua, " he said.

ADC Humayun said Bablu came to Bangladesh on April 11
this year. “He made the fake NID card at a computer shop in
Rangunia upazila to swindle money from others,” he added.

According to police, Bablu Barua is his real name and he

(CMP)

Chhatra Union
hosts fresher
reception at JU

JU CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Chhatra Union
(BCU) of Jahangirnagar
University (JU) unit hosted
a reception for freshers for
2017-18 academic session
on Monday evening.

The reception was held
at the Selim Al Deen
Muktamancha on the cam-
pus amid festivity and
fanfare.

Speaking at the
programme as the chief
guest, Prof Naseem Akhter
Hussain of government
and politics department
said the youth, being
imbued with the spirit of
the Liberation War, will
have to come forward to
lead the country forward.

She also urged the stu-
dents to uphold the univer-
sity's image and protest all
kinds of oppression, espe-
cially uprooting the ragging
culture, for the greater
interest of the students.

Prof Swadhin Sen of
archaeology department,
BCU General Secretary
Liton Nondi, and JU unit
President Imran Nadeem,
spoke, among others.

Musical bands "Meghdal"
and "Madol" performed at
the programme attended by
around 600 people includ-
ing teachers and students,
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DSCC destroys 5 lakh fruit jelly packs

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka South City Corporation (DSCC) yesterday
destroyed more than five lakh packets of litchi jelly of
Yoko Food and Agro Limited after finding those harm-
ful for human health.

A team of DSCC destroyed the jelly at Nagar Bhaban
under supervision of the safe food court. They also
filed a case against Atiar Rahman, managing director of
the company, located at Armanitola.

Earlier, as per the health department's ongoing
drive, they seized the items from different markets and
sent those to the DSCC laboratory for testing. The
results showed that the product was harmful for
human health, said a press release.

3-day event on int'l humanitarian
law begins

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

A three-day event to discuss contemporary challenges
to International Humanitarian Law (IHL) began in the
capital yesterday.

Titled, “"Humanity First”, it is being organised by
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and
Bangladesh chapter of the Asian Society of
International Law.

Academics and professionals from India, Nepal,
Iran, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and the host country
Bangladesh are participating in it, said a press release.

Bangladeshi community in Italy
demands justice for slain worker

CITY DESK

The Bangladeshi diaspora in Milan of Itlay held a rally
in Caiozzo on Sunday protesting the recent attack
incident in which Bangladeshi worker Swapan was
stabbed to death by two muggers.

On April 27, Shamsul Haq Swapan, son of Anwar
Hossain, was stabbed to death while he was returning
home from a restaurant where he used to work.

Earlier in 2017, another expatriate Jamal Ahmed
had his left ear bitten off when he tried to resist a
mugger at his office in Milan. The demonstrators
demanded justice for Swapan, and security and safety
for workers. Several hundred Bangladeshi expatriates
attended the rally.

Death anniversary

CITY DESK

Today is the ninth death anniversary of
Regia Arefeen, wife of Shamsul
Arefeen, says a press release.

On the occasion, a prayer will be
offered after the Asr prayers at T-Hossain
Bari of Nabiganj in Narayanganj.

Rezina new envoy to Mauritius

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

The government has decided to appoint
Rezina Ahmed as the high commissioner
of Bangladesh to Mauritius, according to
the foreign ministry yesterday.

Rezina, a career diplomat, joined
Bangladesh Foreign Service in 1994,

Currently, she is serving as the consul general of
Bangladesh Consulate General in Milan, Italy.

Rezina served in Bangladesh missions in Canberra,
Moscow and Yangon in different capacities. She com-
pleted her bachelor's and masters in international
relations from Dhaka University.
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was born in Purba Kodalapara of Rangunia. He went to
Assam 13 years ago. And within a short time, he managed an
Indian passport under the name -- Kollyan Joyti Bhikkhu,
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ADC Humayun said Bablu was an accused in a vehicle
theft case, filed with Akbarshah Police Station in June 2016.
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