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Warmest of smiles and a welcoming air,
this is what visitors were greeted with-
for three days from 26 April 2018, at a
trade exhibition and fair held on the
Ground Floor of the Le Méridien Hotel in
Dhaka, giving an absolutely delightful
experience for the visitors. More than 45
exhibitors promoted Indonesian prod-
ucts, ranging from the traditional and
world-famous Indonesian Batik and
jewelry, fashion and handicrafts, to ser-
vices, food and beverages, automotives,
and tourism destinations.

A variety of programmes were care-
fully designed for the entertainment of
all the visitors. It started with short films

on Indonesia and all its different regions.

Sights of Bali were quite understandably
prominent as it is one of the most well
known holiday destinations.

Beautiful traditional dances were
presented as well. And what an experi-
ence that was, men and women wearing
beautiful and colourful clothing and
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dancing to their music using large hand
fans. Everyone enjoyed the cultural pro-
gram and showered the dancers with a
huge round of applause.

Another sight to behold was the
fashion show that took place at 3pm on
Friday and Saturday. It was a beautiful
and breath-taking representation of
Muslim fashion wear. All the outfits were
designed by Lita Berlianti, a big fashion
designer from Indonesia. The summer
theme in the design was light beige,
pink and peach. Each and every model
was accessorised to the T to fit the look
the designer wanted to accomplish. All
the visitors were in absolute awe after
watching the show, the dresses and the
abayas were very different from what is
normally seen on the runways here in
Dhaka.

Coming to the more important aspect
of the whole fair, 38 stalls were set up by
different business people from Indonesia,
all full of beautiful products from differ-

Pickie nation

Pickles aren't just an integral part of a tradi-
tional Bengali cuisine. It's part of even those
evening hangouts in the balcony where

one would directly dip their fingers into the

daughter duo, Rownaque Jahan Sweety and
Maisha Nazrul, Pickle Nation has already
filled a void among those with a love for
homemade fresh pickles. With a small menu

Three days of the Indonesia Fair 2018

ent regions of the country.

Batik was one of the most common
items, and it was sold at various booths.
And they were quite the sight as each
and every one of them had beautiful
designs painted in multiple colours. The
best part was that one of the stalls gave
the visitors a short experience of creating
batik as people coloured pieces of cotton
fabric with their special mix of paints.
Rabeya Islam couldn't stay away from
the fair once she got to know about the
event from the newspaper. She too, like
many others, came to get the famous
batik of Indonesia.

Another common item for sale was
tea, white tea to be more specific and a
show stopper for some of the booths.
Neni Hn Sato, tea and food coordinator
at Lively, was a delight to talk to. She is
situated here in Dhaka for the past few
months and is trying her best to spread
her love and understanding of tea
among the people here. She was very

With their Kashmiri achar being a hot
favourite, their collection also consists of
plum, tamarind, olive and mango pickles
preserved in mustard oil. You can opt for

keen to introduce everyone to the new
and more exciting blends of tea. Younus
Chowdhury, one of the many visitors was
thoroughly impressed by the tea, saying,
“Tea is one of our prides, we should try
to enjoy all types of tea out there in the
world/

Many types of spices, coffees, jewelry
and pre-made items were showcased by
the different booths. Something that all
of the booths had in common was the
search for importers, as that was the
whole reason for coming to Bangladesh;
to open the market for their products,
and thankfully, a lot of the exhibitioners
were able to accomplish just that.

The Indonesian fair has surely had a
lasting effect on the minds of all the
visitors at the event, with the diversity of
their products also the warmth and
hospitality that was shown to whoever
went up to the stalls.

By Qazi Mustabshara Tabir

pickles being organic, keeping the products
limited becomes a necessity.’ finishes
Maisha Nazrul.

Each of the pickles are displayed with

jar of newly-made mango or olive pickles.
While the Bengali love for pickles is one that
knows no bounds, time and space con-
straints in the busy city-life can make it
quite difficult for urbanites to satisfy their
pickle cravings. And that is where Pickle
Nation comes in.

A two-month old venture by the mother-

of all sorts of seasonal pickles, the entire
process is strictly supervised by Rownaque
Jahan Sweety to ensure top quality products.
“Our pickles are made in extremely
hygienic conditions, where even the bottles
are wholly sterilised. Freshly made, these
pickles have an expiry date of over one year
after manufacture,” Maisha Nazrul explained.

tangy, sweet, or sour ones. Not only will the
flavours remind you of home, but the prod-
ucts are completely organic and are ideal
gifts for those going abroad.

“Well, it is just the start for us. But we
sure hope to expand enough to reach
stores. However, making the best quality
products is our top priority, and with the

the details on their facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/jahan.sweety/
or Pickle Nation. The bottles are 2509 each,
and you can either get them delivered to
your homes or pick them up yourself from
their given location.

By Adiba Mahbub Proma
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