Hope is always the impetus
to march forward

I was quite surprised to
read a newspaper advertise-
ment in The Daily Star
newspaper. It was asking
for names of employers who
hired domestic help and
had kept them for more
than ten years, looking
after them like a family
member, giving them treat-
ment, medicine, holidays
and helping them in diffi-
cult times and assisting in
teaching them or their fam-
ily members.

This kind of an organization, named
Shomman in this case, is rare. I took some
interest and through the emails was intro-
duced to Dr. Rubaiya Murshed who heads
this organization and it is also his brain-
child. On April 30, 2018, I was invited to
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Jonmodin

Directed by:
Iftekhar Ahmed Oshin

Cast:
Tawsif Mahbub, Jessia Islam,
Saberi Alam, Siam Nasir

Opu (played by Tawsif) is an impulsive
teenager constantly making the wrong
choices in life, which includes skipping
out on classes, ignoring his friends' and
mother's advice and constantly running
after a woman known to use men for her
own benefit. This young woman (played
by Jessia) is a foul-mouthed individual
who loves to prey on gullible men like
Opu, and only feigns fake interest to make
them do her bidding. As the story would
go, Opu withdraws all sorts of responsibil-
ities and future plans after falling head
over heels for this girl, causing his own
demise in the process. Not only does Opu
fail in his university admission exam, he
exhausts little of what is left of his family
savings and has no option left for a bright

the auditorium of Chayanaut in
Dhanmondi and a real surprise was wait-
ing for me. The Chief Guest at the pro-
gram was Sajeda Humayun, with Dr.
Perveen (Cancer specialist) and Dr. A. J.
Faisel (Health specialist) as special guests.

Starting from this year they are giving
awards to two such employers who met
the above-mentioned criteria. This year,
they award recipients are Shaheen Anam
(Chairman, Manusher Jonno) and
Khairuzzaman Monnu. The latter is from
Sirajganj and had come all the way to
receive the award. He has a domestic help
named Jharna, and he has adopted her as
his sister. Through his own troubled
times, Monnu said, he found Jharna by
his side as a family member, so he no
longer misses not having a sister, Jharna is
his sister!

Shaheen Anam has a domestic help,
who is like her own family member and
her interview was broadcast during the
award giving ceremony. She feels that the
Anam family is her own. Her daughter's
interview was also included. Her daughter
has completed her SSC from Bharateswari
homes (she spoke a bit of English too)
and is currently studying in a college in

future. However, with the help of his ever-
lovable friends and mother, Opu finds it
in himself to never give up, eventually
receiving a student visa for a foreign uni-
versity and having his dream come true.
The title “Jonmodin” doesn't come into
play until the very end. In a ploy to ensure
that Opu and his toxic girlfriend break up,
Opu's friends hook him up with a fake
airplane ticket which enrages Jessia's
character to the point of leaving Opu
behind. It is when Opu comes back home
with disappointment that he is met with a
surprise birthday party, where it is
revealed how his beloved people worked
together to remove the one final problem
from Opu's life; his obsession towards a
woman who was never any good for him.

Banani. Shaheen Anam said that this
should be the way in every home, and
getting an award is actually a bit embar-
rassing because how else should one
behave?

[ felt the same way when I and Mrs.
Lutfe got the same honour for having a
domestic help for more than ten years.
Mrs. Lutfe explained about her own career
and how she was able to lead her wid-
owed life for many years, working, raising
her children with the help of her domestic
aid. I stood on the podium to express my
reaction to the honour. I remembered the
day my father became a Judge in the
Dhaka HighCourt in 1980. Justice
Mustafa Kamal and my mother Prof.
Husne Ara Kamal explained to us, how
the government car had limited petrol
allocation and how we were not supposed
to be using it. Instead, my mother said,
“You have hands and legs and can easily
ride buses and rickshaws, if we get a free
stint I would like to help a challenged girl
to learn computers, so that she can earn a
living and live with dignity.” In this day
and time, all our dignity is being taken
away. Even in the highest ranks of the
University, female faculty gets harassed.
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The story does show a tale of redemption,
exhibiting how even a rebellious teenager
filled with bad ideas can still turn his life
around. It also shows that no matter how
grim situations can be, help from those
who truly care will be the best support
anyone can get. Likewise, learning to leave
behind toxic people in life is a vital key to
finding success in the future.

Let's get to the acting. As always, Tawsif
Mahbub delivered with his usual portrayal
of a struggling young man burdened with
problems that come at young age. In this
drama in particular, he seemed like the
best choice to play the role of a teenager
unable to take the right decision. Jessia
Islam, unfortunately, showed her green-
ness all throughout the drama. Her lack of
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However, with my parent's training, I have
faced that with courage. I told that I am
reminded of Poet Nazrul Islam's article
'Mondir o Masjid' where he describes a
beggar woman who had taken him to the
garbage box and showed the remains of
her dead child thrown their, wrapped in
dirty rags. He cried out, this failure to
keep the child is our collective failure. We
could not give a decent living to these
destitute women and the fault is not hers,
it is ours. When we have enough, it is our
duty to share and make other people's
lives better through our own betterment.

How many of us follow that, asks Dr.
Rubaiya Murshed, in his unusually elo-
quent and heart rendering speech and he
says that he wishes to see the day when
there will be no need of such an organiza-
tion. He says that morality has reached
the pit bottom; we need to rise from
there.

[ say, just hear out the songs that we
have sung from Nazrul, the messages are
clear. They have equal rights to our wealth
as it has not been bestowed to you alone!
Nashid Kamal is an Academic, Nazrul
exponent and translator
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expressions and issues in properly enunci-
ating dialogues were quite notable, but
she did show promise in portraying a
character that is meant to be taken antago-
nistically. Hopefully, landing more roles
in short dramas such as this will be bene-
ficial for her in the long run. Credits also
need to be given to Saberi Alam and Siam
Nasir for playing the roles of support
characters very genuinely; their affection
towards Tawsif's character was simply
heart-touching. Considering impressive
plot development and a moral we can
take note of, Jonmodin did a good job in
being an entertaining watch.

Recommend the writer something to review at
tonmoygonewrongg@gmail.com



