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Missing girl's
body found
in septic tank

Our CDRRESPDHDEHI‘,
Brahmanbaria

|

A girl, who had been missing
since Monday, was found
dead in the septic tank of her

neighbour's house in

Nasirnagar upazila yesterday.

The victim was Riya
Akter, 8, daughter of

London expat Abdul Aziz
of Dharmondol village. She
was a Class-III student at
Dharmondol Alia Madrasa.
Riya went to give halua-
ruti to Shahalam's house
on the occasion of Shab-e-
Barat and did not return

home, said Nasirnagar

Police Station Officer-in-

Charge Md Abu Zafar.

Her paternal uncle Abul
Bashar filed a general diary
with the police station the

next day.
Police recovered the

body, wrapped in a gunny
sack, from the septic tank of
Shahalam's house. Police
arrested him on suspicion.

Six killed in

ightning

STAR COUNTRY DESK

A woman and her son, among six people, were killed by
lightning in Bogura,
Chapainawabganj yesterday, report our correspondents.
A thunderbolt struck a woman and her son, leaving them
dead in Bogura's Sonatola upazila.
The deceased were Bilkis Begum, 40, and her son Md.
Sohel Rana, 15, of the area.
The two were killed wher they were hit by thunderbolt
near a paddy field in the area during rain.
Meanwhile, a farmer was killed by lightning in
Shibganj upazila when he was working in his vegeta-
ble field.
The victim was Md Tamidul Islam, 45, son of Md Tabibar
Sheikh of Meghakharda village, said police.
In Rajshahi, a caretaker of a mango orchard was killed
and another injured by lightning at Modhupur village in
Damkura upazila.
The deceased was Mozaffar Hossain, 60.
Injured Faruk Hossain, 38, son of orchard owner Akbar
Ali, was admitted to a hospital.
In Tangail, a woman was killed in lighting strike in
Mirzapurupazila.
The deceased was Sakihna Begum, 50, wife of Helal
Uddin of Harbhanga village.
In Chapainawabganj, Sonardi Ali, 47, of Sadar upazila,
was killed by lightning during a storm.
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Diarrhoea patients occupy Bhandaria Upazila Health Complex in Pirojpur. The photo was taken a few days ago. |
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Diarrhoea alarming in 2 upazilas

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pirojpur

Diarrhoea has spread alarmingly in
Bhandaria and Mathbaria upazilas
during the last four weeks and new
patients are getting admitted to the
hospitals every day.

As the number of patients is more
than the number of beds, patients
have to sleep in the corridors.

‘I admitted my 20-month-old
child as he was attacked by diar-
rhoea. As no bed is empty, I have to
stay in the veranda of the hospital,”
sald Kanak Rani of Poykkhali vil-
lage in Bhandaria upazila.

She is also worried that her child
might catch cold as he has to sleep
on the floor.

Some patients have alleged that
they have to buy most medicines
from outside.

Jyotsna Begum, wife of a diar-
rhoea patient from Uttar Shialkhali
village of the upazila, said she
bought most medicines, except
saline, from outside.

Bhandaria Upazila Health
Complex ward-in-charge Fahima
Khanam said it has become impossi-
ble for them to serve so many patients
with inadequate manpower.

Though the hospital was
upgraded into a 100-bed one from
31-bed in two phases, manpower
has not been increased.

For the last four weeks, around
1,500 diarrhoea patients were

admitted to different hospitals in the
district. One hundred and three
patients were admitted on Tuesday,
of whom 70 were admitted to
Bhandaria and Mathbaria Upazila
Health Complexes, said Pirojpur
Civil Surgeon (CS) Dr Fakhrul Alam.

There are only four doctors
against 11 posts and nine nurses
against 10 posts at Bhandaria
Upazila Health Complex.

People of Mathbaria upazila are
also experiencing the same situation.

Mathbaria Upazila Health
Complex Resident Medical Officer
Dr Sowmitra Singha Roy said half of
the admitted patients in the hospital
are suffering from diarrhoea.

* Excessive heat for the last few weeks

and salinity in the water are reasons for
beingaffected bythe disease,” hesaid.

The CS said some people are
affected by diarrhoea every year, but
this year the situation is more critical.

There are only five doctors
against 32 posts and 16 nurses
against 18 posts in Mathbaria
Upazila Health Complex.

I have asked the higher authori-
ties to post nurses and doctors in
the health complexes,” the CS said,
adding that there is no crisis of
medicine to tackle the situation.

The CS said they are advising
people to eat fresh food and are
conducting campaigns in different
areas of the district to create aware-
ness about this seasonal disease.
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A newborn found in dustbin at Brahmanbaria
Sadar Hospital.

Newborn rescued

from dustbin
Eight-month-old baby found dead

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Brahmanbaria

A newborn was found alive in the dustbin at
Brahmanbaria Sadar Hospital early yesterday:.

Ambulance driver of the hospital Mohammad Babu
picked up the newborn after seeing him in an aban-
doned condition inside the dustbin. The newborn was
then admitted to the hospital.

As the news spread, many families expressed their
eagerness to adopt the newborn, said Babu.

At present, the baby is under care of the ambulance
driver and his family also wants to adopt him.

Dr Igbal Hossain, junior consultant of pediatric depart-
ment of the hospital, said, the newborn is now out of danger.

Md Nabir Hossain, officer-in-charge of Brahmanbaria
Sadar Model Police Station, said the decision who will
adopt the newborn will be taken by police.

Meanwhile, the decomposed body of a baby, aged
about eight months, was found in Saturia upazila of
Manikganj the same day, reports our correspondent.
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New Delhi and Dhaka gets more visibility during the elec-
tion year in Bangladesh.

An important reason for India's push towards expediting
the implementation of the projects is to address the growing
perception about the slow pace in India's delivery on com-
mitments.

India announced a two billion dollar line of credit dur-
ing Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to Dhaka in June,
2015, Another soft loan of five billion dollars was granted
when Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina visited Delhi in April
last year.

Bangladesh has been the biggest recipient of India's
developmental spending in the last seven years amounting
to eight billion dollars. Sources said the actual disburse-
ment of money under the lines of credit since 2015 stands at
300 million dollars.

Meanwhile, both sides are looking at dates in the fourth
week of this month for the PM's proposed visit to India for
the inauguration of the Bangladeshi funded Bangladesh
Bhawan in Visva Bharati University.

According to sources, Hasina's visit may take place
between May 21 and 28.

Cultural Affairs Minister Asaduzzaman Noor, during his
visit to Visva Bharati recently, said Hasina would inaugurate
the Bhawan and Dhaka was keen to have Modi present at
that time,

Sources said Hasina and Modi may jointly inaugurate the
Bhawan.
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