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Defying inclement weather, mayoral aspirants of Gazipur City Corporation polls -- Awami League candidate Jahangir Alam, /eff, and his BNP counterpart Hasan Uddin Sarker, right -- continue their electoral
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campaigns in Kashimpur Square Gate area of Gazipur city and Tongi respectively.
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EC can't hold

fair elections
Says Fakhrul

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BNP Secretary General
Mirza Fakhrul Islam
Alamgir has said the
Election Commission does
not have the ability to hold

a fair manner.

The present EC is serving
the government, Fakhrul
alleged while speaking to
journalists after placing

founder Ziaur Rahman,

marking the 39th founding
- now rushing to our area only to seek
. votes ignoring the sorry state of the
" road.”

anniversary of Jatiyatabadi
Sramik Dal, a pro-BNP
body:.

“The government has
appointed people they like
in the commission, so that
it can hold one-sided elec-
tions to come to power,”

the BNP leader said.
Referring to the

. Uttar Salna is still considered a remote
* area although it falls under the city

+ corporation of Gazipur.
the next general election in .

Instead of being happy,

' Karimunnnesa appeared annoyed after
- seeing election campaign teams mak-
. ing visits to houses in such area amid
. unfavourable weather conditions over
* the past few days.

wreaths at the grave of BNP .
. to our sufferings during the last five

“...No onecame here to see or listen

years,” she said angrily. “...People are

“Even though my house is hardly a

. kilometre away from the main road [of
" Gazipur city|, a rickshaw cannot even
* move on this road -- even during the
. dry season,”
. Karimunnnesa.

said a frustrated

But the ones seeking the votes do

SEE PAGE 4 cOL 4 * Dot have the time to listen to such

stories as they have to reach the highest
possible number of prospective voters
within the next 11 days, when the elec-
tioneering ends.

With the deadline nearing fast,
candidates including heavyweight
mayoral candidates from Awami
League and BNP have been knocking
on the doors of prospective voters'
houses braving poor weather and road
conditions in Gazipur and Khulna city
corporations.

The AL and BNP mayoral candidates
in Gazipur and Khulna started their
election campaigning early yesterday
morning and continued till the night
amid torrential rain, report our
Gazipur and Khulna correspondents.

Among the five mayoral aspirants of
KCC, the main battle is likely to be
between AL's Talukder Abdul Khaleque
and BNP's Nazrul Islam Moniju.

In Gazipur City Corporation, the

battle of ballots to become the mayor is
expected to take place between AL's
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Campaigners brave bad
roads, weather

. STAR REPORT

Jahangir Alam and BNP's Hasan Uddin
Sarker. Five other aspirants are also
contesting the election for the mayoral
post.

“The election campaigning will end
on May 13. We only have 11 days in
hand. We'll need to reach the maximum
number of voters within the deadline.
We are going to voters ignoring rain or
bad weather,” Shafiqul Islam, president
of Khulna district BNP, said.

“*Sometimes our leaders and work-
ers, campaigning for the election, can't
even find the time to eat...,” Mahbub
Alam, president of Khulna city Jubo
Dal, told The Daily Star.

Mayoral aspirants of Jatiya Party,
Communist Party of Bangladesh (CPB)
and Islami Andolon Bangladesh were
also seen continuing electioneering
amid last couple of days' heavy rain.

In Gazipur, campaign members of
Jahangir and Hasan Uddin were seen

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4
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World Speech Day celebrated
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Like every year, the Aga Khan Council for Bangladesh
has celebrated World Speech Day. The event was held
on Saturday at the Ismaili Jamatkhana and Center in

It was attended by civil society members, profes-
sionals, students and teachers, media personnel and
members of the Aga Khan National Council and other

Welcoming the guests, Aga Khan Council
Bangladesh President Sulaiman Ajanee said the day
was celebrated in over 90 countries this year.

Dhaka Tribune Editor Zafar Sobhan was the keynote
speaker. Ambreen Basheer, a teacher at American
International School, Dhaka (AISD); Dhruba Jyoti
Paul, one of its students; and Aliza Jessani from the

'Right to food congress' held
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A "Right to Food Congress" was held at the capital's

The speakers focused on formulating a constructive,
enforceable legal framework to ensure accountability
in the food market so that farmers can get a fair price
and consumers can access the essential and nutritious

Food Security Network organised the congress,
chaired by its Chairperson Dr Mohammad Zainul
Abedin, also former country director of IRRL
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Last Monday, police recovered the bodies of Jesmin Akhtar,
35, her daughters Adila Tahsin Hani, 4, and Hasiba Tasnim
Himi, 9. Jesmin's husband, Hasibul 1slam, and her brother
broke open the door of the house and found the bodies on
the floor, in pools of blood, around 5:30pm, police said

Jesmin's brother Shahinul Islam, cousin Juthi and
Hasibul's nephew Rawshan Jamil, along with his wife
Rumana Begum and their daughter also lived in the flat.

On Tuesday, postmortems of the three bodies were done
at Shaheed Suhrawardy Medical College morgue.

Doctors said the three died from severe bleeding. They
collected viscera samples of the bodies.

Jasmine used to work at Department of Agriculture

According to relatives, she was suffering from depression.
Abdul Ahad, a shopkeeper in the neighbourhood, said

“I have known her for the last 10 years, but it didn't seem
like she was suffering from any mental illness,” he said.
The OCsaid, they are investigating into the incident.
Police were also looking for CCTV footage of the area
when the incident took place.
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Light to moderate rain/thunder showers accompanied by temporary qusty/squally wind and
lightning flashes is likely to occur at many places over Khulna, Barisal, Dhaka, Chittagong and
Sylhet divisions and ata few places over Rangpur, Rajshahi and Mymensingh divisions in the next
24 hours, Met Office said, reports UNB. The sun setsin the capital today at 6:28pm and rises

Justice
Amirul Kabir

Chowdhury
passes away

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Justice Amirul Kabir
Chowdhury, the first chair-
man of National Human
Rights Commission and a
former judge of the Appellate
Division of the Supreme
Court, is no more.

He died on Tuesday eve-
ning at Bangladesh Medical
College Hospital in Dhaka.
He was 78. He was suffering
from lung infection.

Justice Chowdhury left
behind his wife, two daugh-
ters, a son and a host of
admirers to mourn.

Attorney General
Mahbubey Alam, Supreme
Court Bar Association (SCBA)
President Advocate Zainul
Abedin, and Secretary Barrister
AM Mahbub Uddin Khokon
expressed grief at his demise.
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8 suspected militants held

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Haque alias Jion, 31, Sabbir Ahmed, 34,

Detectives of police claimed to have arrested
seven suspected militants belonging to
Jama'atul Muslemin in the city's Adabar and

Bhashantek areas.

From their possession they also seized
books, a laptop and cellphones containing

articles that "misinterpret Islam”,

Police said the arrestees are members of
militant organisation Jama'atul Muslemin,
a secret group formed several years back by
some members of banned organisation
Jama'atul Mujahideen Bangladesh (JMB).

No further information was available

about Jama'atul Muslemin.

The arrestees are Syed Sadman
Chowdhury, 26, Matiur Rahman alias Abu
Sumia, 43, Ashiqur Rahman, 32, Azimul

Abdur Rahim Shikder, 42, and Kamal
Hossain, 40.

Although the militant suspects were
arrested on April 30, police disclosed the
news vesterday.

A team of Detective Branch of Police first
arrested Sadman in the afternoon from an
Adabar house.

Later that night, with information
gleaned from Sadman, the DB team raided a
madrasa at Bhashantek and arrested the
other six.

DB Assistant Commissioner Shamsul
Arefin said they made the arrests based
on intelligence. A case has already been
filed against the arrestees under the
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