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DRAFT CIVIL SERVICE ACT

Accountability
at stake: TIB

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Transparency International
Bangladesh (TIB) yesterday
expressed grave concern over
some “controversial” provi-
sions in the draft Bangladesh
Civil Service Act 2017.

[ssuing a press statement,
the anti-corruption watchdog
urged the authorities con-
cerned to review the provi-
sions to ensure an account-
able, transparent and people
friendly administration.

A sub-committee of the
cabinet division recently
prepared a report on the
draft act. It suggested taking
approval from the authorities
prior to arrest government
officials accused of criminal
offence, and not terminating
such persons instantly for
being punished more than
one year of imprisonment.

“The provisions are
alarming and against ensur-
ing neutral public adminis-
tration and professionalism
of the government officials,”
said TIB Executive Director
Dr Iftekharuzzaman in the
statement.

Government permission
is recommended to arrest
any government employee or
official before submitting a
charge sheet in a case filed
over any offence in discharg-
ing their duties, said
Iftekharuzzaman.

“This is a discriminatory
provision and against the
spirit of the country's consti-
tution. Particularly, it is
contradictory to the govern-
ment pledge in curbing
corruption...,” he said.

Demanding removal of
the provision, he said it will
create a possibility of reduc-
ing the power of the Anti-
Corruption Commission.

The other provisions
should be revoked so that
the administration can work
ignoring political influence
and pressure, he added.

He called upon the author-
ities to make the draft act
public on a website and
include new proposals so that
the stakeholders can put for-
ward their opinions.
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Commercial Space at
R.M Center Gulshan Ave,
2nd Floor, 6680 sft.
Contact: 01713-004130

Property Sale

1.5 acre land within boundary
wall. Factory sheds and
residence inside. Adjacent to
CTG-Cox Highway, Chakaria.

Contact: 01726207081
SALE NEW READY APARTMENT

AT
BARIDHARA DIPLOMATIC ZONE

Rose Garden, Hanging Garden, East

______
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Students under the banner of "Bangladesh Sadharan Chhatra Parishad" bring out a "coffin procession" in the capital's Shahbagh yesterday,

demanding that the age ceiling for entering government jobs be raised to 35 from 30.
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No protective clothing
for tea workers

MINTU DESHWARA

Tea garden workers in Sylhet are exposed
to serious health hazards as they are not
given protective clothing while spraying
pesticides on the fields.

In the absence of appropriate mea-
sures, the workers said they are facing
different health complications.

Some of the common symptoms
include red eyes, chest irritation, and
hand and foot blisters, a worker said
seeking anonymity.

Pesticides are mainly used to protect
the plants from fungal and bacterial
diseases, kill grass around the plants that
attract grazing cows, and ward off spiders
that feaston leatbuds.

Md Nurul Mohmaimin Milton,
general secretary of the environmental
journalists’ forum in Moulvibazar, said
workers in 156 tea gardens are exposed
to dangerous chemicals.

The indiscriminate use of pesticide
has gone up in tea agriculture, raising
concerns for more than 1.3 lakh per-
manent workers in the industry, he
told The Daily Star.

None of the gardens ensure the
controlled use of pesticides or safety
equipment, he alleged.

According to Bangladesh Labour
Law 2006 (amended), garden authori-
ties need to ensure that workers use
safety glasses, hand gloves, masks and

Dr Md Abul Kalam Azad, deputy

sl < civil surgeon of Sylhet, said, “We have

A tea worker spraying pesticides
without wearing any protective gear.

appropriate clothing for personal
safety. But the labourers complained
that the authorities are not bothered about
the law, and the situation is the same in all
the gardensacross the region.

Makhon Lal Karmokar, president of
the Bangladesh tea labour union, said
a worker gets Tk 82-85 to spray an acre
of land, which is expected to take six to
seven hours.

Spraying pesticides on the same
amount of land on hilly terrain takes
much longer, but workers are not given
overtime for the hazardous job, he
added.

Dr Satyakam Chakraborty, civil
surgeon of Moulvibazar, said protec-
tive clothing when handling or apply-
ing pesticides can help minimise pesti-
cide exposure and reduce the risk of
poisoning,

Pesticides are valuable pest manage-
ment tools and must be used carefully
and responsibly, he added.
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oo i raised this issue at several meetings

and campaigns with tea workers and

garden managers.”
Md Yusuf Ali, deputy inspector of
the Department of Inspection for

el £ Factories and Establishments, said tea

gardens must provide masks so that
workers do not inhale toxic fumes
while spraying pesticides.

However, he did not receive any
such complaint, he said.

Narayon Saha, former head of
Department of Forestry and
Environmental Science at Shahjalal
University of Science and Technology,
said the excessive use of pesticides
affect land fertility and seeps into the
rivers or wetlands with rainwater.

“It impacts aquatic biodiversity as
well.”

This correspondent tried to contact
several tea garden managers, but most
of them refused to comment on the
matter.

However, Selim Reza, manager of
Jerin Tea Garden in Sreemangal
upazila of Moulvibazar, said, “We
provide glasses, hand gloves, masks
and appropriate clothing, but the
workers do not wear them for a lack of
awareness.”

20 Katha Plot for SALE

Facing So Sunrise & Wide Uninterm-
pied View, very Sunny Airy, Traffic Noise
free, 3 Beds, 4 Toilets, 4 Balconies,
2345 stf & 2285 sf, Both full second

At Bashundhara R/A , Block-N 20 Katha (10+10 Katha) South-
Facing Plot that is adjacent to 60 Feet Road, central mosque and
Playing Field & 6 Feet boundary Wall Complete. Land Registration
and mutation fully complete. And the land is ready to start
construction work. Interested buyer please Cont: 01780808085

Floor, Gas Connected, Genuine Buyers.
Please Contact:
01511329294
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= BCIC Bhaban, 30-31, Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh
Phone: 9551869, PABX: 9559281-82, 85, 9562140-41, Fax; 880-2-9564120, 95656554,

E-mail: cfobcic@hotmail.com, Web: www.bcic.qgov.bd
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Bangladesh Chemical Industries Corporation
13th Floor, BCIC Bhaban

30-31, Dilkusha C/A

Dhaka-1000

e-Tender Notice

e-Tender is invited in the National e-GP System Portal (http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) for the
procurement of following goods:

S| | Tender Name of Tender document | Tender closing | Tender opening
No. | ID No. goods last selling/ date and time date and time
downloading date
and time
01 | 192249 | Procurement 07 May 2018 08-05-2018 08-05-2018
of 32 Nos. 16:00 12:00 12:00
desktop
computers
including
UPS through
OTM method

This is an online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP Portal
and no offline/hard copies will be accepted. To submit e-Tender, registration in the National
e-GP System Portal (http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) is required. The fees for downloading the
e-tender documents from the National e-GP System Portal have to be deposited online
through any registered bank branches.

Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP System Portal and
from e-GP help desk (helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd).

Md. Shahidul Islam
General Manager, Purchase

E-mail: Pur.gm@bcic.qgov.bd
Tel: 880-2-9567091

BCIC-555-26-4-18
GD-1167
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7 Welfare Association (RAOWA)

BOOK FAIR-20138

Date : 04-05 May Friday and Saturday

Time : 10 AM- 8 PM

Venue : RAOWA CONVENTION HALL-HELMET (I'FLOOR)
New DOHS Mohakhali, Dhaka

OPEN TO ALL

@ Retired Armed Forces Officers

Qibrac

Request for Invitation (RFl) to procure
machineries to set up new bull station for
BRAC Artificial Insemination (Al) enter-
prise in Bogura Bangladesh

Background

BRAC is the largest Non-Government organization in the
world in terms of number of employees and the people it
serves. [ts mission is to empower people and communi-
ties to tackle poverty, illiteracy, disease and social injus-
tice through different economic and social programme.
Request for Invitation (RFI) is hereby invited from eligible
tenderers to submit technical specification of Al machin-
eries. The list of machine may be seen in the web portal
of procurement.brac.net

Contact for more information:

Eligible interested Manufacturer or local distributor/Part-
ner may contact BRAC Procurement Department, BRAC
Centre, 75, Mohakhali, Dhaka-1212. Tel: 9881265. Extn:
3034, 3031, 5529 for any clarification /further information
from 9:00-16:00 hour (Sunday-Thursday).

Pre-bid meeting:

A Pre-bid meeting will be held on 08th May 2018 in
BRAC Procurement department at 11.00 am to 1.00
pm.

Submission date:

Before 2 pm on 13 May, 2018 at box no-3 kept in front
of BRAC Procurement department, BRAC Centre, 75,
Mohakhali, Dhaka-1212 or e-mail to saidur.rc@brac.net

ntre, 75 Mohakhal Dhaka-1212

BRAC, BRAC Ce

Top Gazipur
FROM PAGE 5

Harun-Ur Rashid, superin-
tendent of police in
Gazipur, at a press confer-
ence, said the arrestees
gathered in the area around
7:30am for conducting
subversive activities.

Mayoral candidate
Hasan Uddin Sarkar's
media cell issued a press
release saying that police
arrested them from an
election meeting organised
by Sramik Kalyan
Federation in Pubail Vadun
area in favour of Hasan
Uddin Sarkar.

Meanwhile, police
arrested two people with a
pistol from Ulukhola
Laguna bus stand in
Kaliganj upazila of the
district on Thursday night.

The arrestees are Abul
Basar Kazal, 27, son of
Nurul Islam Akond of
Kaliganj's Durbati village
and Tanin, 29, son of Faruk
Khan of Boronagar village.

Police said Abul Basar
Kazal is the vice president of
the upazila unit of
Bangladesh Chhatra League.

Anwara Khanam passes away

CITY DESK

Anwara Khanam, a social activist, died
on Thursday at the age of 85, says a
press release.

Wife of late DSP Anwar Hossain,
Anwara left behind her five sons, four
daughters and many grandchildren to
mourn her death.

Her funeral was held at a local
mosque on Shris Das Lane in Old Dhaka.

She was buried at Salimabad graveyard in Nagarpur of
Tangail after the second funeral prayer.

Chehlum of Rebeka Mohiuddin today

CITY DESK

The chehlum of Rebeka Mohiuddin,
a women's rights leader and one of
the founders of Bangladesh Mohila
Parishad, will be held today after
Maghrib prayers at her Dhanmondi
residence.

She breathed her last on March 19
at a hospital in Dhaka.

j ~
Wife of late Awami League veteran leader Mohiuddin
Ahmed, she left behind a daughter, two sons, three grand-

children and a host of relatives, admirers and well-

wishers to mourn her death.
The family requested the presence of relatives, col-
leagues and well-wishers at her chehlum.

China to lend $2.6b

FROM PAGE 3
carries a 2 percent interest rate.

The project will enable a direct rail link between
Dhaka and the southern parts of Bangladesh, particularly
the Mongla port and the Benapole land port. The rail link
project is scheduled to be implemented by 2022. The
government plans to open the bridge by December 2018.

Three to scale Tibet peak

FROM PAGE 3
the mission deserves appreciation, as such initiative will
help create a positive impression of the country. He also
wished the expedition team good luck and success.
Hossain Zillur Rahman, former adviser to a caretaker
government, and Enam Ul Haque, a Bangladeshi
expeditor to Antarctica and the North Pole, also spoke.
Lhakpa Ri expedition has been planned by Bangla
Mountaineering and Trekking Club and sponsored by
Paragon Agro Limited, Arla Foods Bangladesh Limited,
Emkay Enterprises Limited and Azim Group.

35 hurt as cops

FROM PAGE 3
while plying the highway. Auto-rickshaw owners and workers
yesterday blocked the highway in protest. “When we tried to
disperse them, they swooped on us,” said Md Jasimuddin,
officer-in-charge of Shayestaganj Highway Police Station.
“They threw brickbats at us, and burned tyres,” he
added. At least 15 cops were injured. “We brought the
situation under control around 12:30pm, " he said.
According to witnesses, police also charged batons on the
workers. Around 20 workers were injured. The injured police
personnel are being treated at local hospitals, said Delwar
Hosain, sub-inspector of Sayestaganj Police Station.
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