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Crisis of drinking

water in Bagerhat

Most of the pond sand filters in reserve ponds

have become inoperative

PARTHA CHAKRABORTY, Eagerhat

People in the district are using contami-
nated water from ponds for drinking and
household work as most of the Pond Sand
Filters (PSF) in government reserve ponds
have become inoperative.

Besides, private ponds contain saline water
as they are being used for fish cultivation.

While visiting Kachua, Morrelganj,
Sharonkhola, Rampal, Mongla and
Chitalmari upazilas, this correspondent
found that many canals that contained
sweet water are dried up and water from
tube-wells contains arsenic and iron.

In Sangdia and Afra of Kachua upazila, this
correspondent saw boys carrying water from
local government ponds on rickshaw vans.

"I fetch water from Sangdia's reserve tank
on my rickshaw-van and supply water to
houses and shops for Tk 6 per 10 litre jar
within half-a- km from the pond and for Tk
10 per jarup to 1 km," said Badshah Sheikh,
one of the boys.

The solvent people are buying a 20 litre
container of drinking water for Tk 40 from
the local market, Badshah added.

“I come to the pond twice daily as there is
no reserve tank in our village and carry four
jars of water for cooking and drinking,” said

Jalil Sheikh, 55, of Kalmibuniya village,
which is 3 km from the pond.

“We need a lot of water due to the scorch-
ing heat," he said, adding that the saline
water of canals causes skin diseases.

I need seven containers of drinking
water per week, which costs Tk 280. If the
government takes initiative to install solar
energy-run filters we will be grateful,” said
Tarun Das of Sangdia.

“The tube-well here contains arsenic and
PSFs installed by the side of ponds are inac-
tive. So, we need more PSFs as well as strong
PSF management authority,” said Ulka Das,
a school teacher in Morrelganj.

"We have two reserve ponds, but the two
PSFs by the side of the ponds are inactive. The
people who have taken lease of it are cultivat-
ing fish here and using chemical fish feed in
it, which is injurious to health," said Badhal
Union Parishad Member Selim Shikder.

"We are excavatingl66 ponds in the
district. After that we will make PSFs
and take measures to protect the ponds
and PSFs," said Department of Public
Health Engineering Executive Engineer
Shamim Ahmed.

“We will encircle the ponds with cables
and pillars and make a gate for taking water
from there," he added.

Boys collect water for selling from a contaminated pond in Sangdia village under Kachua upazila of Bagerhat.
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In her petition, Tureen said investigation against
Oahidul started on December 5, 2016, and the
investigation officer has already found evidence

of his involvement in crimes committed in
Rangpuir.

He was trying to influence potential witnesses
of the case, which was why he needed to be
arrested for proper investigation, Tureen said,
adding that the tribunal allowed her prayer.

According to the investigation agency and prose-
cution of International Crimes Tribunal-1, Oahidul,
of Chandibardi village under Madaripur Sadar
Upazila, joined Pakistan army in October, 1966.

He was transferred to Rangpur cantonment in
March 1970 as a captain. On March 28, 1971, as
the lone Bangalee army officer, he took part in
the killing of around 500 to 600 people near the
cantonment, Motiur Rahman, the investigation

officer of the case, said.

He was transferred to Pakistan on March 30,
1971 and returned to Bangladesh and joined the

army in 1974,

He was later sent into “forced retirement” as
many were aware of his war crimes, said Motiur.
After the change in the political climate in
August 1975, he joined the police force as assis-

tant superintendent in October 1976, Motiur

said.

Oahidul went on to become superintendent of
police of Noakhali in 1982, and then police com-
missioner of Chittagong in 1988. He was director of
NSI from 1991 to 1996 and its acting director gen-

eral from 1996 to 1997.

He was the director general of the department
of immigration and passport from 1997 and
reappointed in 2002. He went into retirement in
October 2005 as additional inspector general of

police.

He will be produced before the tribunal today,

Tureen said.
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'KILLME'

LinkedIn social media profile.

uneasy around him.”

officer during his arrest.

media.

handcuffed him.

curb onto the sidewalk.

lying down on the streets.”

condolences and flowers,

Driver charged

probing the case, Toronto Police Chief Mark Saunders said.
"Canadians across the country are shocked and saddened by this
senseless attack, " Trudeau told a news conference.

But, he added: "We must not start living in fear and uncertainty
every day as we go about our daily lives."

Students who attended a Toronto vocational school with
Minassian described him as withdrawn and a bit awkward.
The suspect lived with his father in the Toronto suburb of
Richmond Hill, and attended Seneca College, according to his

Minassian kept mostly to himself at school, and seemed to con-
stantly rub his head or hands -- a sign of obsessive-compulsive disor-
der (OCD), classmates told local media.

Ari Blaff, one of the students, told public broadcaster CBC that
Minassian's behavior "was usually quite strange.” But he'd "never
noticed anything violent" -- the suspect just "made people feel

Minassian, who has an imposing physical build, defied a police

Wielding an object in his left hand, standing near the van with its
frontend smashed, the suspect shouted "kill me" to the police officer
with his gun drawn, according to an amateur video posted on social

The police officer approached the suspect as he knelt and

The city's police chief later said Minassian was unarmed.
For 30 minutes prior, panic struck along the nearly kilometer-long
(half-mile) stretch of Yonge Street where the driver had jumped the

"Hewas going really fast," witness Alex Shaker told CTV television.
"All I could see was just people one by one getting knocked out,
knocked out, one by one," Shaker said. "There are so many people

Police yesterday continued to comb the crime scene for evidence,
while crowds gathered at a makeshift memorial to leave messages of

"We must remain a country that is open and free and comfortable
with its values, and we will continue to do that,” Trudeau said.

‘Save Bogura
rivers from
grabbers’

MOSTAFA SHABU]J, Bogura

Locals at a public hearing in
the town yesterday
demanded effective mea-
sures to save Korotoa,
Bangali and Nagar rivers
from pollution, grabbing
and sand lifting,

Bangladesh
Environmental Lawyers
Association (Bela) in coop-
eration with Association
for Land Reform Forum
and Development,
Bangladesh Poribesh
Andolon and Water Right
Forum, Bogura organised
the event at a motel.

Farmers, fishermen and
people affected by grabbing
and pollution expressed
their frustration.

“My 24 decimals of land
has already gone into the
bed of the Nagar river as
illegal sand traders
extracted huge quantities of
sand from the river near my
cropland. Many people like
me are in fear of landslides.
If we complain to the
administration, the sand
traders threaten us,” said
Abdur Rahim of
Dupchanchia upazila in
Bogura.
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Purana Paltan, Dhaka.

JOB OPPORTUNITY

Northern Electricity Supply Company Limited (NESCQO) (An
Enterprise of Bangladesh Power Development Board) entrusted with
the responsibility of operation, maintenance and development of
power system network within Rajshahi & Rangpur Division invites
applications from the citizen of Bangladesh for appointment in the
following positions on contract basis, initially for a period of three
(03) years which may be renewed subject to satisfactory perform-
ance against specific yearly targets to be set by the company.

1. Manager - Personnel (Required posts: 01)

2. Manager - HR & Development (Required posts: 01)
Required Qualification

Minimum Masters in Management/Public Administration/ Statistics/
Political Science with MBA in HRM or PGD in HRM/Personnel from
any recognized university along with relevant experience in
HR/Personnel department for minimum experience of 10 years.
Applicants having experience in public Utility Company will be pre-

ferred.

For details information please go through the official website:
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www.nesco.gov.bd
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Deputy General Manager (Admin)
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A B M Imtiaz Uddin Ahmed
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