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Poultry farm in rly
shed for 10 years

Authorities unable to evict the encroachers

MINTU DESHWARA with ANDREW EAGLE

Adjacent to Shamsernagar Railway Station
in Kamalganj upazila of Moulvibazar there
is a shed where, as one might expect, tools
and supplies for the railway are supposed to
be housed. For the last ten years the building
has operated instead as the site of illegal
poultry farms, with railway officials seem-
ingly unable to evict the encroachers.

“They sell chickens from the railway
warehouse,” casually notes local resident
Mizanur Rahman.

“The general area has been polluted by
these farms for a decade,” says the general
secretary of the local environment journal-
ist forum, Nurul Mohaimin Milton. “Resi-
dents have set up several commercial enter-
prises on railway land.”

It is well-understood that running busi-
nesses on railway land is illegal but it's a
situation to which local Bangladesh Railway
authorities have had to become accus-
tomed. “The railway can't take any action,”
says local Mohammad Ali, “Influential
people back the hawkers.”

"For a decade I've been running poultry
farms in the red warehouse on a lease from
the railway office,” says one proprietor,
Nurul Islam, who couldn't show any docu-

ment to support his claim.

Sahed Ahmed, who founded another
commercial establishment beside the main
warehouse, similarly says his business is
sited on leased land and is therefore not
illegal.

Shamshernagar's station master, Kabir
Ahmed Lal, disagrees. “These commercial
activities are being carried out without any
permission or lease from the railway. Rather
they are supported by an influential local.
Railway police have been informed. Their
assistance in proceeding with evicting the
commercial enterprises has been sought,
butwe've had no reply.”

When asked if his own staff collect
monthly tolls from the hawkers, which
several locals alleged, the station master
denied the allegation. “Itisn't true,” he says.
“If anyone catches any of my staff doing
such a thing I will personally reward them.”

The assistant estate officer with the
Bangladesh Railways responsible for
Shamsernagar, Md Ahidun Nabi, says he
took the post only recently. “To the best of
my knowledge no land in that area has been
leased out by the railway,” he says. “The
establishment of poultry farms and other
commercial enterprises on railway grounds
will have to be examined.”
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A poultry farm has been running for ten years in a railway warehouse adjacent to the track at

Shamshernagar Railway Station in Kamalganj upazila of Moulvibazar.

Mymensingh district police
administration has arranged
building a house for Saabjan
Bibi (inset), after helping the
80-year-old widow to get back
her homestead at Tangongati
village in Ishwarganj upazila
of the district from land grab-

Cops' noble initiative
Saabjan Bibi to get new house

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

After getting back her homestead, 80-year-old widow Saabjan Bibi
will also have a new house, thanks to the initiative of the district
police administration.

Saabjan's homestead at Tangongati village in Ishwarganj upazila of the dis-
trict was grabbed by a few neighbours after her husband’s death 45 years ago.

Saabjan, a mother of four children, got back 2.35 acres of land through a
court order in 2017, She made four rooms on the land in January this year
and started staying there with her two daughters.

But the influential quarter looted and demolished the rooms on the
night of April 12.

As Saabjan sought help from Mymensingh Superintendent of Police (SP)
Syed Nurul Islam, he ordered immediate action and local police helped
Saabjan to return to her land on Monday.

The SP arranged building a house for the woman and the work began
yesterday, said Sub-inspector Tofazzal Hossain, who is monitoring the
construction work.

Saabjan lodged a case against 13 people and police arrested one of the
attackers Jewel Mia on Monday.

“The criminals will be brought to book and the woman will get security,”
the SP said after inspecting construction work of the house in the afternoon.

Ishwarganj Upazila Nirbahi Officer (UNO) Elish Sharmin visited the
spot yesterday and gave Saabjan Tk 10,000 from the upazila administration.

“The woman will get elderly allowance. We will also provide her a solar
system, three bundles of corrugated iron sheet and a tube-well,” said the UNO.

Farmer
abducted

in Bandarban

OUR CORRESPONDENT =
Bandarban

Criminals abducted a
tobacco farmer from
Nykkhongchhari upazila of
the district early yesterday.

The victim is Saiful
Islam, 20, of the upazila.

Police and locals said an
armed gang of seven to
eight picked up Saiful and
his father Nur Mohammad
from a tobacco farmhouse
in remote Ledukal Mukh
area around 1:30am.

Later, the abductors
released Nur and asked him
to arrange Tk two lakh as
ransom for his son's release.

Officer-in-Charge of
Nykkhongchhari Police
Station Mohammad Sheikh
Alamgir said they along with
BGB are trying to rescue Saiful.

On January 20 this year,
armed criminals abducted

Hridoy still
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Prof Zaman said Hridoy's head injury was
not as serious as Rajib’s.

“His recovery will be swifter. We can fix a
prosthetic hand through surgery within a
couple of months,” he said, adding that at
present doctors are focusing on his full
physical recovery.

Witnesses said Hridoy was sitting on the
right side back seat of a Dhaka-bound pas-
senger bus and his hand was slightly outside
when the collision took place severing his
hand from the body.

He was initially taken to Gopalganj General
Hospital but later transferred to Dhaka
Medical College and Hospital (DMCH).

His father Robiul Islam, a bus supervisor
in Gopalganj, said Hridoy has been working
as a bus helper for the past two years to
support his five-member family living in
Khulna.

The day before the incident, Hridoy
travelled to Tungipara in Gopalganj for
some bus repair work.

He was about to get down from the bus
within minutes when the accident hap-
pened, his father said.

Talking to The Daily Star, Hridoy said he
cannot remember much about the accident.
He said he remembered something “smash-
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