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double or triple in a couple of years. But that
will be of no use to us, as the government is
acquiring the land soon,” said Haider Ali,
who recently built a house on his land near
the airport, said.

bamboos.
Officials, however, have a less charitable
view towards the landowners in the area.
Shahin Ahmed, manager of the airport,

SEE PAGE 10 COL 4

Only a few months ago this piece of land in Telipara near Saidpur Airport was arable but the owner has built a
wall around it so that it appears to be a residential plot. The government plans to expand the runway to convert
the domestic airport into an international one and land owners are in a race to turn their land into residential

plots to get more compensation when they are acquired.
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the
Mujibnagar government, he
added.

The president hoped the
present generation would
be able to know the real
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BANGLADESH-INDIA-NEPAL BUS SERVICE

Sunken vessel

yet to be
salvaged

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Bagerhat

The vessel that sank in the
Passur river in Sundarbans
on Saturday with 775
tonnes of coal was yet to be
recovered last night.

Officials of the environ-
ment department collected
samples of river water from
the area to examine in a
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Trump 'morally
unfit' for office

Says ex-FBI chief, faces heat of
US president, Republicans

AFP, Washington

Donald Trump vyesterday
fired back at James Comey, |
saying he is guilty of "many
crimes," as the former FBI
director opened a book tour
with an interview in which he Comey
labelled the US president "morally unfit” for office.
Trumpaccused Comey of lying to Congress and exonerating
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Trial run on April 23

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

In a major development incross-
border transport among three South
Asian nations, trial run of a
Bangladesh-India-Nepal bus service is

set to be launched on April 23,
Preparations are now at the final

stage for the trial run, which, according
to diplomatic circle, is going to be
another milestone in seamless passen-
ger-vehicle movement under the sub-
regional grouping.

Government officials and represen-
tatives from Bangladesh, India and
Nepal will board two buses carrying
more than 40 passengers from Dhaka
to Kathmandu via Siliguri.

They would start a thousand-
kilometre journey for two days under
the Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and
Nepal (BBIN) Motor Vehicle Agreement
(MVA). However, regular passenger
service would take around 30 hours,
transport officials in Dhaka said.

Currently,

passengers use

Lalmonirhat-Burimari-Changrabandha-
Siliguri route to go to Kathmandu. The
new route will cut short the journey by
more than 100km, while the passengers
will be able to enjoy some of the lush
green hills on the way:.

The protocol for bus passengers will
allow the three countries to operate the
bus services on Rangpur-
Banglabandha-Fulbari-Siliguri-
Panitanki-Kakarvitta route which will
reduce the Dhaka-Kathmandu journey
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Watermelons
from across the
country arrive in
boats at Waiz
Ghat on the
Buriganga in the
capital. The sum-
mer fruit is in
season now and
it is flooding the
city markets. A
number of con-
sumers said the
prices are still
higher than they
had hoped.
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PORTFOLIO

For decades, Star Eid Fashion Album/Portfolio has been the forerunner in putting forward the latest in
Eid fashion to the trend seekers and fashionistas. Do not miss out on this opportunity to reach a wider
audience, through the industry's most revered magazine.

Star Eid Fashion Album/Portfolio 2018
Criteria for participation —

1. Materials used should be produced locally
2. All submissions must be accompanied by the name of the designer, address, contact number, price,
and a description of the product clearly written in English and Bengali. Submissions should include
details of the colour, the nature of the fabric, and embellishments (if any).
3. Designs should be original and suitable for the weather conditions
4. The attires and accessories sent for the album will be returned
5. Entree fee per submission is Tk.500 (minimum four entries for each participating house)
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For submission of products
and matters related
to advertisements,
please contact

Nasa to launch hunt
for 20,000 exoplanets

AFP, Tampa
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Nasa is poised to launch a $337 million washing
machine-sized spacecraft that aims to vastly expand
mankind's search for planets beyond our solar
system, particularly closer, Earth-sized ones that
might harbour life.

The Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite, or
TESS, was scheduled to launch at 6:32 pm yesterday
atop a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket from Cape Canaveral,
Florida.

Its main goal over the next two years is to scan
more than 200,000 of the brightest stars for signs of
planets circling them and causing a dip in bright-
ness known as a transit.
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