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COUNIRY

Abducted
Saudi expat
rescued

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Tangail

Rapid Action Battalion
(Rab) rescued a youth in
Delduar upazila on Sunday,
a day after his abduction.

The elite force also
detained three alleged
abductors and recovered
the victim's motorbike
from their possession.

The arrestees are
Mohammad Shawon, 27,
and Jakir Hossain, 53, of
Nalua village and Ferdous
Miah, 19, of Pathrail village.

Delduar Police Station
Officer-in-Charge Jahirul
Islam said Delwar Hossain,
23, an expatriate in Saudi
Arabia and resident of
Jhunkai village, went to visit
Elasin Bridge on Saturday.

Six youths, introducing
themselves as policemen,
took Delwar from
Kalabaghan area to Jakir's
house and demanded Tk
50,000 from his family
members for his release.

A team of Rab-12 raided
Jakir's house by tracking his
cell phone location and
rescued Delwar.

Six shops
gutted

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Patuakhali

A fire at Felabunia bazar
in Rangabali upazila of
the district totally gutted
six shops on Sunday
midnight.

Locals put out the fire in
four hours. Assets over Tk
50 lakh were damaged, said
upazila parishad Chairman
Md Delwar Hossain.

Upazila Nirbahi Officer
Kazi Alim Ullah assured
shop owners that steps
would be taken to provide
help to the affected shop
owners after preparation of
a list.

Locals said the fire
originated from an elec-
tronic shop owned by
Robiul Hasan and imme-
diately spread to nearby
shops.
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A Boro farmer in Chalitabunia village under Kalapara upazila of Patuakhali shows saplings that were dried out due to pest attack.

Pesticide unable to kill pests

Boro farmers of coastal district Patuakhali worried

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

Boro paddy growers in the district
are worried over pest attack on
their fields as even different insec-
ticides and pesticides are not able
to kill the pests.

An insect named borer (locally
called majra poka) is attacking
their fields and destroying the
crops.

This correspondent saw some
farmers spraying insecticides on
their fields on Monday in
Chalitabunia village in
Champapur union under
Kalapara upazila.

Proshanto Das said he planted
Boro paddy on three acres of land
this year, but he is worried he may
not get good yield as pests have
attacked his field.

‘I am spraying Furter, a liquid
medicine, on the field to control

the pest for a few days, but in vain
as the pests do not die,” he added.

He got about 60 maunds (one
maund =40 kg) of Boro paddy
from two acres of land and also
got good price last year, Proshanto
said.

Mizanur Rahman said he culti-
vated Boro paddy on four acres of
land this year and he was very
careful about pest attack from the
beginning, but the pest (majra)
still attacked his field.

Sudhir Vaat of the same village
said he cultivated Boro paddy on
one acre of land and spent about
Tk 40,000 for ploughing, irriga-
tion, seeds and fertilizers, but he is
very wortried that he may not good
yield as pests have attacked his
whole field.

The pest lays its eggs, which
form the larva (young majra), on
the plants. The larva stays in the

plants and sucks the sap, causing
the plants to dry out. After about a
week, the larva reaches maturity
and lays its egg in the same way, he
added.

He showed some dried plants
to this correspondent.

Like, Prosanto, Mizanur and
Sudhir, many Boro growers in the
area are uncertain about getting
good yield this year.

Sadar upazila Deputy
Assistant Agriculture Officer
Abdul Awal said they advise
farmers to use granulated medi-
cine on their fields as the plants
can absorb it through the roots to
kill the pest.

Kalapara Upazila Agriculture
Extension Officer Md Moshiur
Rahman said pest attack rate is
not alarming in the area. "We
advise farmers to plant 15 to 20
tree branches on one acre of

crop field so that birds can sit on
those and eat the pests, he
added.

Department of Agriculture
Extension Deputy Director
Hridayeshwar said they advise
farmers to use light trap on their
field to control the pest and then
plant the branches.

Boro paddy has been cultivated
on about 9,565 hectares of land
this year in all eight upazilas,
while the target was only 1,470
hectares, he said.

The paddy was cultivated on
about 4,000 hectares in Galachipa
upazila, 2,500 hectares in
Dashmina, 1,560 hectares in
Kalapara, 680 hectares in Baufal,
670 hectares in Rangabali, 110
hectares in Patuakhali Sadar, 35
hectares in Dumki and 10 hectares
in Mirzaganj, Hridayeshwar
added.

Female SI closed
for 'vandalism'

The cop said she went to visit the
UZ vice chairman's house

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

A female sub-inspector (SI) has been closed to Moulvibazar
Police Lines on charge of vandalising the house of the vice
chairman of Rajnagar Upazila Parisahd under the district.

The accused is Nazma Begum of Rajnagar Police Station.

On Thursday afternoon, Najma went to the house of
Rajnagar Upazila Parishad's Vice Chairman Faruq Ahmed.
At that time there was nobody except caretaker Nayan Mia.

"SI Najma talked to me rudely, saying that the vice chair-
man does not receive her phone calls. At one stage, she
started vandalising the household articles,” said the care-
taker.

Later, Rajnagar Police Station Officer-in-Charge (OC)
Shyamal Banik informed Moulvibazar Superintendent of
Police (SP) Mohammad Shahjalal of the matter and the SP
closed Najmato the police lines on Sunday night, said the OC.

“The SI has been closed for her unwanted behaviour,” he
added.

Contacted, Najma said, "I went to the area to investigate
a case. [ went to the vice chairman's house for a visit.”

She, however, declined to make any reply to questions
regarding her alleged vandalism at the upazila vice chair-
man's house.

This correspondent made several phone calls to Vice
Chairman Farug Ahmed for his version on the incident but
his mobile was found off.

Moulvibazar SP Shahjalal said the matter is under inves-
tigation.

Man shot dead

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khagrachhari

Criminals shot dead a man at Doyamohan Karbari Para in
Khagrachhari Sadar upazila yesterday.

The deceased, Surja Bikash Chakma, 53, hailing from
Dakkhin Pankhya Para in Khagrachhari town, was shot in
the chest around 4:00pm, locals said.

Surja was not involved with any political party but
he contested for the chairman post at Kamalchhari
union parishad (UP) with the support of United
Peoples Democratic Front (UPDF) in the last UP elec-
tion, they said.

Police rushed to the spot and started collecting
information.

Khagrachhari Superintendent of Police Ali Ahmed Khan
also visited the spot.

Nipu Dewan, 34, a housewife of the house adjacent to
the yard where the body was lying, said, “"We were having
rice inside when we heard a sound like a cracker blast. Many
people throw crackers during the Biju festival. Later, I came
out and saw the body lying.”

In November last year, some leaders and workers broke
away from the UPDF and constituted another party named
UPDF (Democratic).

Afterwards, the hill areas saw several incidents of abduc-
tion and murder.

A large pothole filled with water on Ghatail-Sagardighi-Bhoradoba road in Sagardighi area under Ghatail upazila
of Tangail. The photo was taken a few days ago.
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Regional roads in bad shape

Movement of overloaded trucks, lack of repair blamed

MIRZA SHAKIL, Tangail

Movement of overloaded trucks and
lack of repair work for the last few
years have made most of the regional
roads in Ghatail upazila almost
impossible for vehicles to ply, causing
suftferings to the commuters.

Though movement of vehicles
loaded with over 10 tonnes of goods is
banned on the roads, trucks loaded
with 25 tonnes to 30 tonnes of goods
move on the roads.

Such violation of rules takes place
due to lack of necessary actions by the
authorities concerned.

Local Government Engineering
Department Upazila Engineer AKM
Hedayet Ullah said there are about
280 km of pucca roads in the upazila.
Of these, around 110 km are in the
upazila town area, 62 km are in
unions, 90 km are Category-A rural
roads and 20 km are Category-B rural
roads.

Most of these roads have turned
risky due to movement of overloaded
trucks and earth-laden pick-ups, and
also lack of repair for the last few
years, locals said.

Though movement of
vehicles loaded with
over 10 tonnes of
goods is banned on

the roads, trucks
loaded with 25
tonnes to 30 tonnes

of goods ply the
roads.

Numerous potholes have been
created on the roads, and it is hard to
believe that are pucca roads, they
added.

Forty km of CGhatail-Sagardighi-
Bhoradoba road, 20 km of Jamuria-
Chhunotia-Bhuapur road and 10 km
of Mogolpara-Singuria road are in bad
shape. The Dhalapara to
Guptabrindaban of CGhatail-
Sagardighi-Bhoradoba road and
Jamuria-Chhunotia-Bhuapur road are
almost unusable for vehicles, passen-
gers and transport workers said.

At least eight brick kilns have been

set up beside the Gunogram-
Sandhanpur road in the last few years,
said Khademul Mamun, a rights
activistin Ghatail.

Movement of several hundred
trucks and pick-ups loaded with
bricks and earth from the brick kilns
has left the road in very bad shape, he
said. Although the road was partially
repaired only one year ago, it has
returned to its previous condition due
to movement of numerous over-
loaded trucks, he added.

Repair work of 30 km of road from
Porabari to Garobazar was completed
recently. However, the road has sub-
sided and potholes have appeared in
many places, locals said.

The condition of the road from
Sagardighi to Taltoli area is also very
bad, they said.

The upazila engineer said the roads
are in such bad shape due to move-
ment of overloaded vehicles on them,
violating the government rules in this
regard.

"We have informed the higher
authorities about the matter. Repair

work will be started after getting
funds," he added.

Jubo League
leader sues
28 party men

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Mymensingh

A Jubo League leader yester-
day sued 28 men of Awami
League (AL) and its front
organisations for ransacking
his business establishment
in Muktagachha upazila on
Sunday.

Muktagachha Upazila
Jubo Legue Joint Convener
Mahbubul Haque Moni
filed the case, said
Muktagachha Police
Station Officer-in-Charge
Ali Ahmed Mollah.

The accused include
upazila Jubo League
Convener Jahangir Alam
Sarker, town AL Joint
Secretary Monjurul Haque
Farid, and Awami Ulema
League upazila Convener
Kazi Alamgir Hossain,
police said.
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Mysterious
death of
woman

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Dinajpur
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A woman was found dead
in her home in Phulbari
upazila yesterday.

The deceased was
Farzana Begum, 26, wife of
Abdus Salam of Shibpur
village in the upazila.

According to her family
members, the housewife
went to bed on Sunday
night after taking her din-
ner, On Monday morning,
her family members found
her body hanging from the
ceiling of her room.

Being informed, police
recovered her body and
sent it to M Abdur Rahim
Medical College Hospital
in the district for
autopsy.

Phulbari Police Station
Inspector (investigation)
Abdur Rahman said a GD
was filed with the police
station regarding the
incident.
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