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Bailey bridge over Arpangashia canal badly damaged
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Road communication on the Taltali-
Dhaka route has remained snapped for
eight days as a Bailey bridge over
Arpangashia canal in Amtali upazila of
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Barguna is badly damaged.

Three sleepers of the bridge have
been displaced and the rest are on the
verge of collapse, causing immense
suffering to about one lakh people of
Taltali upazila of Barguna.

Locals said Local Government
Engineering Department (LGED) built
the Bailey bridge in 1985 over
Arpangashi canal in Amtali upazila to
connect Taltali upazila with other parts
of the country, including Dhaka. Several
hundred wvehicles, including Dhaka-
bound passenger buses, ply the route
and local people use the bridge to com-
municate with nearby Amtali upazila
and Barguna district town.

This correspondent saw passenger

buses stopping on the eastern side of
Arpangashia canal. Passengers have to

get down there and take another vehi-
cle, including battery-run-auto rick-
shaws, to go to Taltali town.
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A Bailey hrldge over Arpangashla canal lying damaged for the last eight
days in Amtali upazila of Barguna. The photo was taken a few days ago.

Md Zafar Biswas of Amtali upazila

said the bridge has been unfit for use for
long due to lack of renovation.
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Arpangashia Union Parishad
Member Md Abul Kalam said the bridge
plays a vital role by linking Taltali
upazila with other parts of the country.
They informed the authorities con-
cerned about the issue several times, he
added.

Shamim Patoary, a trader in Taltali
town, said they have to suffer a lot when
carrying goods as direct road link has
remained snapped for several days.

Al Amin, a bus driver of Swarna
Paribahan, said the condition of the
bridge has been very bad for long due to
lack of repair work. The authorities
concerned should take steps to repair
the bridge considering the local people's
interest, he added.

Amtali upazila LGED Engineer Md
Nazrul Islam said they sent a pro-
posal to the higher authorities to
build a girder bridge instead of a
Bailey bridge, but the proposal has
not been approved.

“We are repairing the bridge, which
will take three or four days,” he added.

Girl takes own life under

stalker's threat

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Manikeanj her way to school.

A teenage girl allegedly committed suicide
on Monday following a threat by a stalker to
spread objectionable pictures or videos of
the victim on internet.

The deceased was Laboni Akhter, 16,
daughter of Siddik Khan of Barai vil-
lage in Sadar upazila. She appeared in
this year's SSC examinations from
Khan Bahadur Awlad Hossain High
School.

Her mother Suraiya Akhter filed a case
with Sadar Police Station against Roman
Mia, 20, for his alleged involvement in

for drinking liquor by threatening the girl
spread her objectionable photos or vide
oninternet,

Siddik.

refused to give the money.

took her life by hanging herself for fear

Roman used to take money from Labani

On Monday morning, Roman asked for
money by calling her daughter 52 times on
her cellphone, said the victim's father

To meet his demand, Laboni asked for Tk
1000 from her mother. But her mother

After failing to collect money, Laboni

spread of objectionable photos or videos on
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HSC exam on wrong
question set

Jamalpur centre secy asked to
show cause, similar allegation

board.

of

Dhaka Education Board has asked the secretary of an examination
centre in Jamalpur town to show cause for providing wrong question
set to 290 Higher Secondary Certificate (HSC) candidates while 25
other candidates in Manikganj submitted a similar complaint to the

The show cause notice, signed by board Chairman Ziaul Haque, was
served through its website to Shaheed Ziaur Rahman College Principal
Tariqul Islam Taslim, also secretary of the examination

ib put on life support
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problems,” Khadiza told The Daily
Star.

Since then, the nurses and doc-
tors have tried to solve his respira-
tory distress, but the situation has
not improved, she said, adding that
around 5:00am the doctors
informed them of Rajib’s deteriorat-
ing condition and that he has been
kept on life support.

Speaking to reporters at his office
at DMCH regarding Rajib's health
updates, Prof MS Zaman Shaheen,
head of the DMCH Orthopedic
Department and chief of a 7-
member medical board, yesterday
afternoon, while trying to hide his
tears, said Rajib was put on life
support around 4:00am as his con-
dition had gotten worse.

“We had to put Rajib on life
support as his neurological condi-
tion deteriorated due to the head
injury and his breathing problem
has increased,” he said.

Dr Zaman said, "Rajib got up
from the bed by himself even on
Monday, and I told him to take his
food timely. I said to him, 'Help us,
we are also trying to help you by
installing an artificial hand and we
already started our work for it."”

“I did not even believe it when
the ICU duty doctors informed me
that Rajib has been kept on life
support,” he said.

Rajib's Glasgow Coma Scale
(GCS) level is now at 3, which is a
critical stage for a human being to
survive but they are trying their best,
said Dr Zaman.

The GCS is the most common
scoring system used to describe the
level of consciousness in a person
following a traumatic brain injury.

A patient is assessed against the
criteria of the scale, and a healthy
person's GSC level is generally
between 14 and 15, said Dr Zaman.

At the DMCH compound yester-
day, this correspondent found three
of Rajib's aunts at the main gate of
ICU, one of them was unconscious.

Khadiza said her elder sister,
Jahanara Begum, fell sick after hear-

ing the news about Rajib’s health.

“We never thought Rajib's condi-
tion could get worse. The doctors were
supposed to transfer him to general
bed today (Tuesday),” she said.

She further asked for prayers to
the Almighty for Rajib's condition
to improve, especially after the
doctor's informed them that Rajib's
condition is much too critical.

Earlier on April 4, Rajib Hasan, a
2nd year student of Govt Titumir
College, was on his way to class on a
double-decker bus of Bangladesh
Road Transport Corporation (BTRC).
He was standing at the rear gate of the
bus, dangling his right hand outside,
as the bus was overcrowded.

When the bus was standing at the
Sonargaon crossing near
Panthakunja park, a 'Sajan
Paribahan’ bus tried to make its way
through the narrow space between
the BRTC bus and the footpath.
However, Rajib's right hand got
between the two buses and was
severed from the elbow.

After being rescued, he was taken
to Samorita Hospital at Panthapath,
and was later shifted to the Intensive
Care Unit (ICU) of DMCH.

Fake veterinary
doctor jailed

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

A mobile court here yesterday sen-
tenced a fake veterinary doctor to
imprisonment for one month in
Shahzadpurupazila of Sirajganj.

The court also fined him Tk
20,000,

The convict Md Abdul Baten, 40,
of Khukni village, was running a
veterinary medicine shop and
providing veterinary treatment in
the village although he has no
degree.

The mobile court, led by Upazila
Assistant Commissioner (land) Md
Hasib Sarkar, sentenced Baten to
imprisonment for one month and
fined him Tk 20,000, said Upazila
Livestock Officer Md Abdus Samad.
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