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BEAUTY MURDER
Probe body
wants action
against first [O

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Mouhibazar

ANTI-ROHINGYA PROPAGANDA

FB tools used
in Myanmar

It incited 'real harm',
says Zuckerberg

THE STRAITS TIMES ONLINE

The investigation commit-
tee of Beauty Akhter rape
and murder has suggested
taking departmental action
against the first investiga-
tion officer of rape and
abduction case of the girl
for negligence in dealing
with the lawsuit.

Sub-Inspector Zakir
Hossain of Shayestaganj
Police Station in Habiganj
was also closed to the
district police lines on
Monday.

The three-member probe
committee, formed on
March 29, yesterday

SEE PAGE 10 COL 4

Facebook's chiet executive and co-
founder Mark Zuckerberg said the social
media company is aware that its tools
have been used to spread anti-Rohingya
propaganda and "incite real harm" in
Myanmar.

In an interview published by online
news site Vox on Monday, he said Facebook is paying atten-
tion to its role as a platform for disseminating messages that
could fuel conflict between Rohingya Muslims and Rakhine
Buddhists.

"The Myanmar issues have, I think, gotten a lot of focus
inside the company. l remember, one Saturday morning, I got
a phone call and we detected that people were trying to spread
sensational messages through - it was Facebook Messenger in
this case - to each side of the conflict, basically telling the
Muslims, Hey, there's about to be an uprising of the
Buddhists, so make sure that you are armed and go to this
place.' And then the same thing on the other side," he said.

"That's the kind of thing where I think it is clear that people
were trying to use our tools in order to incite real harm. Now,
in that case, our systems detect that that's going on. We stop
those messages from going through. But this is certainly
something that we're payinga lot of attention to," he added.

Militant attacks in August in Myanmar's Rakhine State
sparked a military crackdown that forced some 700,000
Rohingya Muslims to flee to Bangladesh. The United
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Showing blatant disregard for safety, an electrician is working on an electricity pole without any safety equipment. The
photo was taken near Holy Cross Girls' High School in the city's Tejgaon area yesterday.

Bees on Mars

Nasa develops robotic insects
for exploring Red Planet

INDEPENDENT.CO.UK

A swarm of robot bees designed to explore the sur-
face of Mars is being developed by Nasa.

The space agency has given funding to Marsbees,
a project that is working on an efficient way to get
around the Red Planet by air.
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OUTCRY OVER 'FAKE NEWS' CRACKDOWN

India drops plan
to punish journos

REUTERS, New Delhi

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi
yesterday ordered the withdrawal of
rules punishing journalists held to be
responsible for distributing "fake news",
giving no reason for the change, less
than 24 hours after the original
announcement.

The move followed an outcry by journalists and opposi-
tion politicians that the rules represented an attack on the
freedom of the press and an effort by Modi's government to
rein in free speech ahead of a general election due by next year.

"The prime minister has directed that the press statement
regarding fake news be withdrawn and the matter be
addressed in the Press Council of India and the News
Broadcasters Association,” a senior official in Modi's office
told Reuters.
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