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A Boro field affected by blast disease at Gorgaon village in Rajnagar upazila of Moulvibazar.
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Blast attack worries Boro farmers

MINTU DESHWARA, Moulvibazar

Boro growers in Rajnagar upazila of
the district are worried about the
yield of the main crop of the area
this year due to attack of blast dis-
ease.

Experts said adverse weather, use
of low quality seeds and delay in
plantation are the main causes
behind the outbreak.

The worst affected areas are
Dholiarbondo, Diglargaon,
Tarachong and Gorgaon villages in
the upazila.

Visiting the areas recently, this
correspondent saw that the sheaves
of affected plants are drying up.

“I sprayed insecticides on the
field but that did not help. The
disease first attacks the branch,
which dries up slowly,” said Harun
Ahmed, a farmer of Gorgaon vil-
lage.

Md Joynal Mia of Tarachong
village said the pest attacked his
three acres of Boro land.

“On the advice of agriculture
officials, [ sprayed medicines,
which helped to get rid of the pest,”
he said.

Sudam Das of Diglargaon
village said Boro paddy on his
seven bighas of land is getting
damaged by the disease and he
is trying his best to check it as

per advice from agriculture
officials.

Sheikh Azizur Rahman,
upazila agriculture officer of
Rajnagar, said they are cooperat-
ing with the farmers and trying
their best to control the situation
in different ways, including spray-
ing insecticides.

Dr AHM Mahfuzul Haque,
chairman of plant pathology and
seed science department at Sylhet
Agriculture University, said the
blast disease attacks Boro croplands
through the seeds and airborne
spores.

“This fungal disease mainly
attacks the croplands during the

flowering stage. Rise of temperature
amid cloudy sky causes its out-
break.

“Especially BRRI Dhan-28 fields
have been affected by the disease.
Use of chemicals may control the
disease but if the adverse weather
continues farmers should take
protective measures in advance,” he
added.

Shahjahan Chowdhury, dep-
uty director of the Department of
Agriculture Extension (DAE) in
Moulvibazar, said the blast dis-
ease in Boro fields of Rajnagar
upazila 1s under control and it
will have very little effect on the
production.

Man beaten dead

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Later, they led by Alamgir took Kashem to

A man who was beaten allegedly by his
rivals at Char Bhawanipur village in
Sadar upazila on Monday evening suc-
cumbed to his injuries at Mymensingh
hospital at night.

The victim was identified as Abdul
Kashem, 32, son of late Abul Hossain of

the village.
Kotwali

Police Station Officer-in-
Charge (Investigation) Khandaker
Shaker Ahmed said there had been a
longstanding feud between the families
of Kashem and his neighbour Alamgir
Hossain over establishing supremacy in
the area.

The rivals caught and assaulted
Kashem at local Joybangla Bazar
around 3:30pm on Monday, the
OC said.

a lonely place of Char Bhawanipur village
where they beat him indiscriminately. At one
stage, the attackers left Kashem in a critical
condition in the evening, the OC added.

Hearing the scream of Kashem, locals
informed the police about the matter.

Police took him to Mymensingh Medical
College Hospital (MMCH) around 7:00pm
where he succumbed to his injuries around
9:30pm, said OC Shaker.

The body was sent to MMCH morgue for
autopsy.

Police early vyesterday arrested Farhad
Hossain, 32, and Abdul Mannan, 40, for their
alleged involvement in the killing.

They were being interrogated at the police
station as of filing this report.

Victim's brother Abul Kalam lodged a case
with Kotwali Police Station accusing 20 people
in this regard.
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Woman dies in land feud

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

A woman was killed over a land dispute at Amgachhia vil-
lage in Boalmari upazila under the district yesterday.

The deceased, Momtaz Begum, 55, wife of Yunus Sheikh
of Bakhunda village in Sadar upazila, went to visit her youn-
ger sister's Amgachhia house on Monday.

There was a longstanding conflict between Abul Kalam
Khayer and Rustom Sheikh over a land beside Rustom's

house, locals said.

Rustom's son Saydul Sheikh said, “When we went to
catch fish on the land in the morning, Khayer's brother
Harun Sheikh and their men attacked us and tried to take
me with them. As my aunt Momtaz tried to resist, they
stabbed her with sharp weapons, killing her on the spot.”

Contacted over phone, Khayer said he and his brother

have no connection with the murder.

Local people at a rally in Kamalganj upazila
town vesterday demanded exemplary pun-
ishment to the culprits who molested a
college girl last week.

The girl is a student of Moulvibazar
Government Women's College.

On Thursday, local CNG-run auto-
rickshaw driver Abdul Matlib took the girl to
the vehicle near a training centre. At the
time, fireman Hanif Ullah, 30, was driving
the auto-rickshaw.

Later, Matlib molested her on the
running auto-rickshaw. At one stage, the

time,

'Punish college girl molesters'||*

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar victim jumped from the vehicle. At the
she sustained injuries in her
hands, head and other parts of the body.
She was then sent to Moulvibazar Sadar
Hospital.

The following day, the victim's uncle filed 17
a case with Kamalganj Police Station in this 19
connection,

Police arrested fireman Hanif of
Kamalganj Fire Service Station, said
Muktadir Hossain, officer-in-charge of
Kamalganj Police Station..

The speakers at the rally said they will
continue the agitation programme until the
culprits are brought to book.
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