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public governance and ensuring
transparency in the conduct of public
affairs by making sure that anti-
corruption legislation is strictly
enforced and that all those involved
in corruption, particularly high-level
officials and politicians, are prose-
cuted without exception and also by
enhancing independence and efficacy
of the Anti-Corruption Commission.

The committee said it was con-
cerned about the absence of explicit
constitutional and legislative recogni-
tion of the rights of “tribes”, “minor
races”, "ethnic sects and communi-
ties”,

Repeated reports of expropriation
of ancestral land of indigenous peo-
ple without meeting the requirements
of free, prior and informed consent
were also a matter of concern, said
the UN body.

It said there was lack of appropri-
ate mechanisms for affected indige-
nous people and communities to
take part in the decision-making
processes.

The committee suggested that the
government should expedite the
enactment of a law recognising and
protecting the rights of indigenous
people in full compliance with rele-
vant international human rights
standards; set up appropriate mecha-
nisms to ensure the representation
and participation of indigenous
people -- both in the hill tracts and
plains -- in all decision-making pro-
cesses.

The authorities should ensure that
the requirements of free, prior and
informed consent are met in all cases
of expropriation of land of indige-
nous people. They should provide
effective mechanisms through which
indigenous people can seek remedies
for the deprivation of ancestral land
and also should ratify the
International Labour Organization
Indigenous and Tribal Peoples
Convention, 1989, said the UN body.

About the Chittagong Hill Tracts
accord, the committee said it was
concerned at the insufficient level of
implementation of the deal, particu-
larly relating to land dispute resolu-
tion. It regretted the lack of informa-
tion on the status of decisions made
on the land dispute applications
brought to the CHT Land Dispute
Resolution Commission.

Social media
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instructed to increase vigilance
regarding the activities of banned
militant outfits and anarchists.

Police would also take security
measures at bus, launch and railway
stations, to ensure safe movement of
people. Many plainclothes policemen
would also be deployed to ward off
criminal elements, he added.

Responding to a query about BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia, the minis-
ter said the government would take
necessary measures on her treatment
and follow the recommendations of
the medical board.

Dhaka Medical College Hospital
sent the BNP chief's health report to
the jail authorities yesterday, said Prof
Shamsuzzaman, head of the DMCH
orthopaedics department and also
the chief of the four-member medical
board for Khaleda.

The medical board also suggested
conducting X-rays on her shoulder,
waist and hip-joints along with a
blood test. They also prescribed her a
few new medicines, he added.

Banks now
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a caretaker government, said the
decisions to cut the CRR and the repo
rate were made on political consider-
ation to facilitate some cash-strapped
banks.

The moves will make funds
cheaper for banks. And the excess
money supply will increase defaulted
loans further as many banks fre-
quently breach the rules and regula-
tions while sanctioning loans, he
pointed out.

Such practice has already eroded
the depositors' confidence in the
banking sector, and the latest deci-
sions contradict the tightened mone-
tary policy taken up by the central
bank just two months ago, said
Mirza.

With an aim to tighten the money
supply, the BB in its monetary policy
in January set the private sector credit
growth target at 16.8 percent against
a previous projection of 16.3 percent
for January-June, he said.

But the policy will not be effective
because of the latest decisions that
came amid pressure from directors of
banks, he added.

Ahsan H Mansur, executive direc-
tor of Policy Research Institute, said
the country's current account deficit
has recently surpassed $5 billion, and
this needs to be addressed immedi-
ately.

This deficit problem can be solved
through tightened monetary policy
and cautious fiscal policy. But the
latest move will aggravate this prob-
lem, he said.

The government has just bowed
down to the irrational demands from
directors of private banks, added
Ahsan.

CHILD CUSTODY

HC asks Tangail
magistrate to
explain order

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday summoned
the executive magistrate of "Ka" region
of Tangail, Nure Alam Siddiqui, to
appear before it on April 9 and explain
why he awarded the custody of an 18-
month-old child to a maternal aunt
instead of the baby's mother.

In response to a writ petition, the court
also asked the officer-in-charge of Ghatail
Police Station in Tangail to produce before
it Shova Rani Guho, the maternal aunt,
and her husband, Biplab Guho, along
with the child, Angshuman Dey.

The HC asked the executive magis-
trate to explain under what authority
he ordered Angshuman’s custody be
given to his maternal aunt instead of
his mother.

The bench of Justice Naima Haider
and Justice Zafar Ahmed came up with
the order and rule following a writ
petition filed by Jeba Rani Dey, mother
of the child, challenging the legality of

the executive magistrate's order.

Petitioner's lawyer SM Rezaul Karim
told The Daily Star that Jeba Rani
became ill after giving birth to
Angshuman in October 2016.

Shova and Biplab used to visit Jeba
at her home in Chandshi village and
often took Angshuman to their home.

They would return the child after
some days, the lawyer said.

Couple of months ago, Shova and
Biplab refused to return the baby. Jeba
applied for custody of the child to the
executive magistrate on January 16 this
year.

On January 18, he passed an order
and gave the baby's custody to his
mother Jeba.

Rezaul said during another hearing
on the case on March 21, the same
magistrate ordered Jeba to give the
baby to Shova's custody.

The lawyer also said an executive
magistrate could not pass such an order.

Legal experts
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(Shujan) at the Jatiya Press Club.

Justice Matin added that the atmo-
sphere in the judiciary was not what it
should be.

"...We are not living under rule of
law; rather we are living under law of
the ruler.”

According to the Article 70 of the
constitution, a lawmaker has to vacate
his or her seat if he or she votes in
parliament against the party which
nominated him or her.

The government in September 2014
brought the 16th amendment to the
constitution empowering parliament
to remove judges. The amendment was
challenged with the High Court.

The HC in May 2016 declared the
amendment unconstitutional and
void. The government challenged the
verdict by filing an appeal with the
Appellate Division of the SC which
rejected the appeal on July 3 last year
and upheld the HC verdict.

On both occasions, MPs in Jatiya
Sangsad launched scathing attacks on
the apex court for scrapping the
amendment.

The government high ups including
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and min-
isters slammed former chief justice SK
Sinha, who later resigned from his post.

Noted jurist Dr Kamal Hossain said

Bees on Mars
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Dr Chang-kwon Kang, one of the
researchers behind the initiative, said
these “robotic flapping wing flyers of a
bumblebee size” could “significantly
enhance the Mars exploration mission”,

The tiny robots would be fitted
with sensors and wireless communi-
cation devices, and would use a Mars
rover like Nasa's Curiosity as a charg-
ing point.

While earthbound rovers can pro-
vide scientists with lots of useful infor-
mation, their progress tends to be slow.

The Marsbee robots on the other
hand could travel quickly across the
planet's surface, beaming information
back to the rover, which would also act
as the main communication centre.

Preliminary results from Dr Kang
and his team at the University of
Alabama suggest their robots’ insect-
like design would allow them to
hover in the Martian atmosphere,
even though it is far thinner than the
one found on Earth.

Student loses arm
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Rajib, who lost his parents around
eight years ago, bore his educational
expenses by working at a computer
shop in the capital's Dholaipar,
added Jahidul.

he did not believe that the government
would be able to alter the Appellate
Division verdict in the 16th amend-
ment through filing review petitions as
the full bench of the Supreme Court
unanimously gave the verdict.

He said the government removed SK
Sinha from his post by creating a situa-
tion which was regretful. This is tanta-
mount to contempt of constitution as
well as contempt of court, he added.

Barrister M Amir-Ul Islam, Badiul
Alam Majumdar, Syeda Rizwana
Hasan, Prof Asif Nazrul among others
spoke at the discussion presided by
retired Justice Kazi Ebadul Haque.

Tk 60cr
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Ekti Khamar”, Ashrayan, Digital
Bangladesh, Education Aid
Programme, Women Empowerment,
Electricity at Every Home,
Community Clinics and Social Safety
Programme.

The ECNEC also approved another
project for setting up male and
female juvenile clubs throughout the
country at a cost of Tk 551 crore.

Under the project, 4,883 clubs for
male and female juveniles under the
women and children affairs ministry
would be set up by 2020. The project
aims at making the adolescents able
to prevent child marriage and gender-
based violence.

Besides, training on sexual and
reproductive health and rights would be
provided to enhance their awareness.

Sport equipment and musical
instruments would also be purchased
under the project and foreign trips
would be arranged.

The ECNEC also okayed another
project for widening 77.6-kilometre
Elenga-Jamalpur national highway at
a cost of Tk 489 crore.

Along with these three, 10 projects
were approved yesterday that would
cost Tk 3,415 crore in total.

Elephant calf
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elephant calf grunting out of pain at
Khaleque'r Ghona while carrying out
daily duties in the morning.

“It kept moving in a circular motion,
trying to gain attention for help”, he
said, adding they are guarding and
feeding the elephant in turns.

“The calf's herd comes at night to
visit their baby. We are guessing, since
they failed to rescue the calf them-
selves, they nudge it forward towards
the road that is frequented by peo-
ple,” he added.

He said that people nearby are also
assisting forest officials to help the
calf survive.

India drops plan
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Late on Monday, the Information and
Broadcasting Ministry had said the gov-
ernment would cancel its accreditation of
journalists who peddled "fake news".

After Modi's intervention, the min-
istry announced the withdrawal in a
one-line statement.

Media bodies welcomed the deci-
sion but cautioned the government
against trying to control the media.

"The government has no mandate to
control the press,” said Gautam Lahiri,
president of the Press Club of India,
adding that the media were also worried
about growingincidents of "fake news”.

"The Press Council is the right plat-
form to deal with complaints regard-
ing any fake news."

Co-opted by US President Donald
Trump, the term "fake news" has
quickly become part of the standard
repertoire of leaders in authoritarian
countries to describe media reports
and organisations critical of them,

The events in India followed
Malaysia's approval this week of a law
prescribing jail terms of up to six years
for spreading fake news.

Other countries in Southeast Asia,
including Singapore and the

Philippines, are considering how to
tackle "fake news" but human rights
activists fear laws against it could be
used to stifle free speech.

India's rules proposed to strip jour-
nalists guilty of writing or broadcast-
ing "fake news" of their government
accreditations, either for a limited time
or permanently, depending on the
frequency of infringements, the minis-
try said.

Such accreditation is required by
journalists seeking to visit ministries
and attend news conferences or gov-
ernment seminars. It also establishes
their identity at other news events.

The ministry did not define "fake
news”, but said it would refer com-
plaints about it in print to the Press
Council of India, with suspect cases on
television going to the News
Broadcasters Association.

India slipped three places last year
to rank 136 among 180 countries rated
in the world press freedom index of the
watchdog Reporters Without Borders.

The non-profit body said Hindu
nationalists, on the rise since Modi's
Bharatiya Janata Party swept to power
in 2014, were "trying to purge all mani-
festations of anti-national thought”.
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Nations and several Western coun-
tries have said the crackdown consti-
tutes ethnic cleansing. Myanmar
rejects that, saying its forces have
been waging a legitimate campaign
against "terrorists" who attacked
government forces.

Vox editor-at-large Ezra Klein, who
interviewed Zuckerberg, referred to
the violence, saying: "One of the
scary stories ['ve read about Facebook
over the past year is that it had
become a real source of anti-
Rohingya propaganda in Myanmar,
and thus become part of an ethnic
cleansing."

He asked Zuckerberg if Facebook is
too big to manage its global scale in
some countries effectively.

He cited comments made by Phil
Robertson, a deputy director of
Human Rights Watch in Asia, that
while Facebook is dominant as a
source of news information in
Myanmar, the country is not an
incredibly important market for
Facebook - which has led to
Facebook being like an "absentee
landlord” in South-east Asia.

"It doesn't get the attention we
give things that go wrong in America.
I doubt you have a proportionate
amount of staff in Myanmar to what
you have in America,"” Klein said.

Zuckerberg said Facebook does
need to become "a more global com-
pany".

"We have offices all over the
world, so we're already quite global.
But our headquarters is here in
California and the vast majority of
Our community is not even in the
US, and it's a constant challenge to
make sure that we're putting due
attention on all of the people in
different parts of the community
around the world," he said.

Probe body
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submitted its report to Bidhan
Tripura, superintendent of Habiganj
police.

The body thoroughly investigated
the rape and murder of Beauty, 16,
and submitted its report within three
working days, said Bidhan.

ASM Shamsur Rahman Bhuiyan,
additional superintendent of
Habiganj police and also the probe
body chief, said Zakir, who was the
10 of the rape and abduction case,
was closed for dillydallying over
dealing with the case.

“Had he taken right initiatives at
the right time, Beauty would have
been with us today,” he added.

Beauty, of Brahmondora village in
Shayestaganj upazila, was stalked and
harassed on her way to workplace by
Babul Mia and his accomplices. After
she told her parents about the matter,
she was kidnapped from home, taken
to an unknown place where she was
kept hostage for a month (January
21-Febraury 21) and raped, said
victim's father Sayed Ali in a case
statement.

On March 1, Sayed Ali, a labourer,
filed the rape and abduction case
against 11 people, including Babul
and his mother, a UP member, with
Women and Children Repression
Prevention Tribunal of Habigan,.

Zakir was made the 10 of the case.
But he did not take any action against
the accused. So, Beauty lost her life,
Shamsur added.

Babul then threatened Beauty's
family with dire consequences, if the
case was not withdrawn. On March
13, Sayed sent his daughter to a rela-
tive's house in Lakhai
upazila. On March 16,

Paying for own land!
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Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport
and the old airport in Tejgaon.

The Executive Committee of the
National Economic Council (Ecnec)
approved the draft proposal yesterday.
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina chaired
the meeting.

The local government ministry
proposed the two-year scheme to be
implemented by Dhaka Wasa by
December next year,

Asked about the justification for
land acquisition to recover the canals,
Wasa Managing Director Tagsem A
Khan said parts of the canals were on
government land. But they need to
acquire some private land for the
continuation of the canals.

He declined to comment on their plan
to reclaim the canals from grabbers.

An official present at yesterday's
Ecnec meeting said the PM questioned
the need for land acquisition given the
canals are on public land.

In reply, a ministry official said they
only made a proposal and that they
would not spend the money if not
required.

After the meeting, Planning
Minister AHM Mustafa Kamal told
reporters that the PM asked the author-
ities to demolish all structures to
reclaim the canals.

Project documents show the local
government ministry argued for land
acquisition, saying it was necessary for

widening of the existing canals and
excavation of a new one.,

The storm drainage system in the
city is largely dependent on the five
canals and their excavation will help
ease the city's perennial waterlogging
problem, it said.

The planning commission recom-
mended approving the project.

Urban planners say an inadequate
drainage system managed by seven
authorities with little coordination
and reckless destruction of wetlands
and flood flow areas are the key rea-
sons for Dhaka's waterlogging.

They repeatedly warned against the
continued destruction of the flood
plains and wetland for “mindless
commercial gains”,

The city's natural drainage system --
comprised of a network of 65 canals
and four rivers, numerous water reten-
tion areas (ponds, ditches), extensive
low-lying areas and flood flow zones --
has been consistently destroyed in the
name of development, they said.

Canals, rivers and water retention
areas collect, carry and retain rainwater
and are connected to each other as a
drainage network.

The low-lying wetlands and flood
flow zones earmarked in the Detailed
Area Plan (DAP) of Dhaka city no longer
exist as those have been filled up, in many
cases with government's approval, result-
ing in severe urban waterlogging.

[t's based on 'fake news'
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The government was trying to keep
BNP away from politics. The evil
attempt, however, would not work, he
alleged.

Recently, the ACC has opened an
enquiry into eight BNP leaders over
their alleged involvement in money
laundering and amassing of wealth
illegally.

BNP Standing Committee members
Khandakar Mosharraf Hossain, Mirza
Abbas, Nazrul Islam Khan and Amir
Khosru Mahmud Chowdhury; vice
chairmen Abdul Awal Mintoo and
Morshed Khan; Executive Committee
Member Tabith Awal, and Joint
Secretary General Habib-un-Nabi
Khan Sohel were being interrogated,
said ACC Director (Enquiry and
Investigation) Kazi Safikul Alam.

In an official reaction, Nazrul
alleged that the government had
ordered the ACC to take steps against
the BNP leaders to keep them away
from anti-government movements,

“The ACC claimed to be an inde-
pendent body but in reality, the gov-
ernment is using it as one of its weap-
ons,” hesaid.

On the news portals, the BNP leader
said no one should write anything
against anyone if that was untrue.

‘I will say that they [the news por-
tals] will have to seek apology or else
we will take legal actions against
them,” he added.

Amir Khosru alleged that the gov-
ernment was trying to mislead the
nation through falsehood.

"Awami League has opened 25 fake
news portals as part of its strategy to
spread falsehood,” he said.

He accused the government of
destroying the ACC through
politicisation.

Abdul Awal Mintoo said, “I do
business and my bank transactions are
normal. It has recently been reported
that I have transactions in some banks.
In fact, I don't even have any account
there. The news is completely moti-
vated.”

At another programme yesterday,
BNP Standing Committee member
Moudud Ahmed alleged that the gov-
ernment and its “agent” ACC were
working together with the same goal
which is keeping the BNP away from

the upcoming general elections.

He was addressing a discussion
organised by National People's Party at
the Jatiya Press Club demanding
Khaleda Zia's release from jail.

The BNP leader said, "I would like
to tell them [the government and the
ACC] that the BNP will join the polls,
no matter what plots and repressive
measures you plan”,

He termed the allegation against the
BNP leaders, being investigated by the
ACC, baseless.

“They [ACC] did it as part of their
plot to weaken BNP," he added.

Meanwhile, in response to the
allegations, AL Joint General Secretary
Mahbubul Alam Hanif last night told
The Daily Star that the BNP leaders
were lying to mislead people and hide
their misdeeds.

“How did they get the information
that the Awami League is using 25
news portals? Awami League has noth-
ing to do with it. It is the ACC that has
started the enquiry as the BNP leaders
had abnormal transactions in their
bank accounts. They don't need to
worry if they are innocent,” he added.

Smiles after
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Afroj Ali, a farmer in Sunamganj's
Jagannathpur upazila, said, "I culti-
vated paddy on 28 acres last year. But
everything was washed away. This year,
[ cultivated on 22 acres and [ am happy
to see the ripe paddy.”

Altabur Rahman, deputy director of
DAE in Sylhet, said, “"We are having a
nice weather amid a few sudden
nor'easters. The paddy is ripe enough.
If the nice weather continues for a
couple of weeks, we will have a splen-
did harvest.”

Many of the farmers are, however,
worried about finding workers for the
task of harvesting.

Deepak Sarkar of Sunamganj's
Shalla upazila, who has been trying to
hire workers for last few days, said
many labourers left the area after the
last two years' floods and had not
returned yet.

Taking advantage of the crisis, some
people are demanding exorbitant
sums for the jobs, he said.

Babul kidnapped her

again, raped and killed her.
Later, her body was
dumped in a haor.

On March 18, Beauty's
father lodged the rape and
murder case with
Shayestaganj Police Station
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