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Wartsila: 20 years of powering Bangladesh

MD FAZLUR RAHMAN

ARTSILA, a global technology

company, stands ready to help

Bangladesh in its pursuit of
energy security by way of liquefied natural
gas, said the top executives of the Finnish
company.

“As Bangladesh is investing in having
gas as the source of fuel for cleaner energy,
Wirtsili is very well-positioned to facili-
tate that,” said Javier Cavada, president for
Energy Solutions of Wartsild Corporation.

In the past 12 months, Wirtsild has
booked orders for ten new generating
facilities in Bangladesh. The latest signing
came on March 14 for a 105MW power
plant for Baraka Shikalbaha Power Ltd in
Chittagong.

The deliveries are being made on a fast-
track basis to ensure the new plants can be
operational within the shortest possible
timeframe.

Bangladesh's power system has evolved
with time and is decentralised in many
parts to meet with the growing energy need.

almost started from Bangladesh as the first
sizable deal the company made back then
was with Khulna Power Company Ltd.
Today, Wiirtsild has operations in over 200
locations in more than 80 countries
around the world.

“The biggest energy producers today in
Bangladesh were born with Wartsild.”

At that time, it was a big investment for
anybody who was involved with the plant.

Eskola went on to state that
Bangladesh has become a laboratory for
Wirtsild's new ideas.

WARTSILA

From left, Jillur Rahim, managing director of Wartsila Bangladesh, Jaakko Eskola, president and chief executive officer of Wartsila
Corporation, and Javier Cavada, president for Energy Solutions of Wartsila Corporation, during an interview with The Daily Star in Dhaka.

The Bangladesh government has a solid
plan to develop the energy sector, said
Jaakko Eskola, president and chief execu-
tive officer of Wirtsilda Corporation.

“Bangladesh is an excellent example of
how to develop the energy industry. And now
when gas is coming in, it would probably
give you even more (development).” Later
on, the country can add renewable energy:.

The two top Wirtsild executives were in
Bangladesh to mark the Finnish com-
pany's twenty years in the country. On the
sidelines of the celebrations, they sat down
with The Daily Star for an interview.

As the nation's economy develops,
more electrical power is urgently needed
to sustain the momentum.
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Decentralised energy is produced close
to where it will be used rather than at a
large plant elsewhere and sent through the
national grid.

This local generation reduces transmis-
sion losses and lowers carbon emissions.
Security of supply is increased nationally
as customers do not have to share a supply
or rely on relatively few, large and remote
power stations.

“Decentralised power philosophy is
finally taking place globally. Decentralised
energy 1s much more beneficial to end-
users,” Eskola said.

Bangladesh is a great example of a mar-
ket where Wirtsild has had a long history.

In fact, Wartsild's energy business
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"We have developed great solutions for
our customers. We can't do anything in
any country if we don't have the trust of
our customers. When you have that you
can develop your own people and compe-
tencies,” he added.

Jillur Rahim, managing director of
Wirtsild Bangladesh, said one of their
main goals in the country is to develop
human resources.

“We believe we have successfully done
this as many of our engineers are serving
in other companies within Bangladesh.
This has helped serve the power sector in
Bangladesh,” he added.

Power generation runs parallel to the
development of the economy and helps it
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move forward, Cavada said.

"Wirtsild is going to be here working
shoulder-to-shoulder to support
Bangladesh in that journey.”

Whatever technologies are needed in
Bangladesh, Wirtsild will develop its peaple
and enhance its products to meet those needs.

Cavada went on to state that Wirtsila is
a leader in gas power generation globally
and grew very strong not only in volume
but also in market share last year. More
than 50 percent of what the company
delivered in 2017 globally was in gas.

“We have knowledge about the whole
LNG infrastructure, what is needed to
make the gas available all the way to
power generation. We also know how to
make electricity in the most efficient way."

Bangladesh needs a technology that
supports energy generation not only in a
clean and efficient way but also in the
most economical way.

“We are enabling LNG to happen with
technology. In the coming years, it will be
the time of gas as it has been for the rest of
the world. And going forward it will be the
time for LNG for Bangladesh.”

Bangladesh has not seriously started
deploying renewable energy yet.

“The most important thing is, any
investment we are making here today is
not going to be for the next five years. It's
going to be for the next 20 to 30 years. The
smart technology from Wirtsila that
Bangladesh is deploying now will enable
solar, wind and other renewable energies.”

It is not the technology the country will
have to replace when it brings in renew-
able energies; this technology will make
the renewables very sustainable, reliable,
consistent and economical. It will reduce
the cost of electricity for people,

“Bangladesh's challenge today, and
perhaps in the coming decade, will be to
provide affordable and reliable electricity
to its citizens.”

Every power plant that Wirtsila is deliv-
ering to customers in Bangladesh is a part
of the Smart Power Generation system.

The system allows a power plant to run
on high efficiency no matter how much
power one decides to produce. As a result,
the equipment is not damaged and is not
affected by temperature, weather or alti-
tude.

Wirtsild, which started its journey in
Bangladesh in 1998, provides more than
25 percent of the total grid capacity in the
country.

WTO chief warns trade
barriers will ‘jeopardise
global economy’

AFP, Geneva

The World Trade Organization chief warned states
Friday that creating barriers to international trade
would "jeopardise the global economy," after
Washington slapped steep tariffs on Chinese imports,
heightening fears of a trade war.

"Disrupting trade flows will jeopardise the global
economy at a time when economic recovery, though
fragile, has been increasingly evident around the
world,"” WTO Director-General Roberto Azevedo said in
a statement, calling for "restraint and urgent dialogue”.

WTO Director General Roberto Azevedo

US President Donald Trump on Thursday hit China
with tariffs on up to $60 billion (48.5 billion euros) of
imports to retaliate against the "theft” of American
intellectual property, fuelling fears of a trade war
between the world's two largest economies.

Washington also launched Friday a challenge before
the WTO's Dispute Settlement Body (DSB) against
China over intellectual property breaches.

China meanwhile warned the United States that it
was "not afraid of a trade war" as it threatened tariffs
on $3 billion worth of US goods in retaliation over the
LIS measures.

In his statement, Azevedo said that during a meeting
of WTI'O's Council of Trade in Goods, member states
had discussed "a number of the specific tensions that
have arisen between different members in recent
weeks."

"I encourage members to continue working through
the WTO's many forums and mechanisms to deal with
their concerns and explore potential solutions,” he
said, without naming any specific countries.

"Actions taken outside these collective processes
greatly increase the risk of escalation in a confrontation
that will have no winners, and which could quickly
lead to a less stable trading system,” he warned.

“I again call for restraint and urgent dialogue as the
best path forward to resolve these problems."
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