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The bodies of 23 Bangladeshis, killed in the US-Bangla plane crash in Kathmandu on March 12, were brought home yesterday. Later, the bodies were kept at the Army Stadium in Dhaka for a namaz-e-janaza. 1) Tanjid
Sultan, son of pilot Abid Sultan, during the namaz-e-janaza. 2) Anisur Rashid and Rafeja Begum, bereaved parents of co-pilot Prithula Rashid. 3) Brother and aunt of crew member Sharmin Akhter Nabila break down
in tears at her coffin. 4) A devastated Nazneen Akhtar, who lost both her parents Mohammad Nazrul Islam and Akhtara Begum. 5) A grieving Selina Parveen, mother of software engineer Rokibul Hasan.

Weather mtgermmﬁ dry with partly cloudy sky over the country in next 24 hours till 6:00pm
Met office. Day temperature may rise and night temperature may fall slightly

over the country. The sun sets in the capital today at 6:10pm and rises tomorrow at

06:02am. Highest and lowest temperatures in some major cities and towns yesterday were:
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CITY DESK

Simeen Mahmud, head of
Gender Studies Cluster
and coordinator of Centre
for Gender and Social
Transformation at Brac
Institute of Governance
and Development (BIGD)
of Brac University, passed
away on Sunday at Mount
Auburn Hospital in the
USA, says a press release.

She had been admitted
to the hospital in a critical
condition. Daughter of late
Mirza Nurul Huda, popu-
larly known as MN Huda,
and Kulsum Huda, she left
behind her husband noted
economist Prof
Wahiduddin Mahmud, a
daughter and two sons.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 7

Access to healthcare,
justice still a far cry

Say speakers at South Asian regional conference

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A person's identity defined by South Asian
societies based on class, caste and gender
results in the unequal access to healthcare,
livelihood, shelter and justice, said speakers at
aregional conference in the capital yesterday.

The two-day South Asian regional confer-
ence titled “Gender, Rights and Choices: Access
to Justice in a Megacity’, is being organised
jointly by Dhaka University law department
and Bangladesh Legal Aid and Services Trust
(BLAST) at Senate Bhaban of DU

DU Vice Chancellor Prof Md
Akhtaruzzaman inaugurated the conference
where lawyers, government officials, research-
ers, and activists of rights organisations from
home and abroad are participating, The con-
ference aims to assess the overall status of
access to justice and healthcare in the region.

Financial division in the society and
prejudice towards women and other mar-
ginalised groups such as the transgender
people are major impediments in ensuring
access to healthcare, employment and
justice forall, the speakers said.

The authorities concerned often do not
cooperate with the marginalised people,
especially women, contributing to the
perpetuation of violence against them.,
Moreover, women -- who had been victims
of different forms of violence including
early and forced marriages, dowry and rape -
- lack the awareness of their rights, the
speakers also said.

Eminent lawyer Dr Kamal Hossain said

the law has immense power and it needs to
be enforced properly, irrespective of gender
and social class.

‘A judiciary that operates independently
should ensure the welfare of all people in
the country,” said Dr Kamal, a senior advo-
cate of the Supreme Court.

Prof ASM Amanullah of sociology
department at DU said following the
“Shokhi” campaign undertaken by BLAST at
slums of Dhaka with assistance from the
Netherlands embassy, about 90 percent or
motre households in the slums have become
aware of their rights.

According to a recent poll of 19
megacities, Dhaka ranked the seventh worst
megacity for women and it was the fourth
worst city for women facing the risk of sex-
ual violence and harassment.

Only eight One-stop Crisis Centres for
women at district levels is highly inade-
quate, said Ayesha Afroz Chowdhury of
health and family welfare ministry,

DU VC Prof Akhtaruzzaman urged law-
yers, academicians and social activists to
work together to uphold gender equality,
social justice and women empowerment,

Shayla Ahmed, a medical team leader of
Maya Apa; Geeta Menon, a rights activist
from India; Leoni Cuelenaere, ambassador
of the Netherlands; Prof Rahmat Ullah,
dean of law faculty at DU; Barrister Sara
Hossain, honorary executive director of
BLAST, and Attorney Marlon Manuel, a
senior advisor of Global Legal
Empowerment Initiative; also spoke.

Suraiya Zafar
passes away

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Suraiya Zafar, who taught
business communication
at several institutions at
home and abroad,
breathed her last on
March 14 at the age of 65.

She left behind her
husband, two daughters,
and a son, says a press
release,

Suraiya, a resident of
Banani, was a loving and
caring mother to her
children and a great sup-
port to her husband. Her
bright and bold persona
made an impact on anyone
she met. As a practicing
Muslim, she encouraged
charity.

Suraiya, who was a
dialysis patient, also par-
ticipated in organising
programmes for fellow
kidney patients to encour-
age hope and positivity.
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All 8 cops suspended

OuR CORRRESPONDENT, Barisal

Barisal Metropolitan Police (BMP) yesterday suspended
five more members of its detective branch, for torturing
Sumon Hasan, a journalist of privately-run television
channel DBC news.

With this, a total of 8 staff of BMP detective branch have
been suspended, police said.

The suspended officials are assistant sub-inspectors
Aktaruzzaman and Swapon Kumar Dey, Sub-Inspector Abul
Bashar, and constables Masududul Haque Masud, Chowdhury
Rasel, Abdur Rahim, Kazi Saiful and Hasan, said Assistant
Commissioner (DB) of BMP Nasiruddin Mallik.

The suspension order came at a meeting held between the
police commissioner and different journalist associations on
Sunday. A three-member probe committee has found them
all guilty of torturing Sumon, the commissioner said, add-
ing, departmental action would be taken against them soon.

Meanwhile, Uttam Kumar Paul, deputy police commis-
sioner of DB, has been released from his additional duties and
Moajjem Hossain Bhuiyan has taken charges, said Nasiruddin
Mallick, Assistant Police Commissioner of BMP,

On March 13, a DB team, led by Sub-Inspector Abul
Bashar, had an alteration with Sumon Hasan during a police
drive near old "Beauty Hall" in the city.

At one stage, the DB team swooped on the journalist
leaving him unconscious.

The law enforcers then took Sumon to their office and
tortured him again.

They also assaulted some senior journalists when they
went to the DB office the same day.

Later, the journalists informed the matter to BMP Deputy
Commissioner Golam Rauf who regretted the incident and
ordered actions against the eight DB men.

Sumon alleged that the DB team attacked him when he
asked about the drive.

He is currently undergoing treatment at Barisal Sher-E-
Bangla Medical College Hospital.

A slap on critics: PM

FROM PAGE 3

The exhibition will remain open for all from 11:00am to
8:00pm from Saturday to Thursday, and 3:00pm to 8:00pm
on Fridays. The art works were previously displayed at the
Ganges Art Gallery, India.

CHOPPING OFF 7-YEAR-OLD BOY'S FINGERS

Yahin might lose mobility
of fingers: Doctor

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

Seven-year-old Yahin Miah might lose
mobility and sensation of the three fingers
of his right hand which were severed as
punishment in Tahirpur upazila of Sylhet,
said a doctor yesterday.

Odud Miah, president of no-28 Project
Implementation Committee of Moynakhali
Embankment of Tahirpur upazila's Mohalia
Haor, stabbed and severed the three fingers
of right-handed Yahin with a sickle on
Saturday after the boy mistakenly damaged
a portion of the embankment in
Sulemanpur village.

Dr Benjamin, medical officer at
Sunamganj Sadar Hospital, told The Daily
Star that severe injury in Yahin's index, mid-
dle and ring fingers were repaired through a
surgery but it might cause loss of mobility.

Meanwhile, on Sunday, police arrested
Odud's brother Alam Miah and later
showed him arrested in the case filed by
the victim's father Shahanur Miah on that
night, said Officer-in-Charge of Tahirpur
Police Station Nandan Kanti Dhar.

Prime accused in the case Odud is still on
the run, he added.

Yahin is a class-II student of Sulemanpur
Dakhil Madrasa.
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