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India must play
positive role in
Rohingya crisis

Says Congress, accuses govt

of squandering goodwill
with Bangladesh

OUR CORRESPONDENT, New Delhi

India's main opposition party Congress yesterday said India
should not be seen as "indifferent or partisan” and must play a
constructive role for the resolution of the Rohingya refugee
crisis and accused Prime Minister Narendra Modi government
of “"squandering” the goodwill generated in ties with
Bangladesh by the previous UPA government's initiatives.

The party's resolution on foreign policy, placed at the
plenary session on the second and final day here, said “the
relationship with Bangladesh is historic and special. It
received a new momentum after Sheikh Hasina assumed
leadership of the country.

“The UPA government's initiatives and the understand-
ing reached on the settlement of boundary disputes, have
contributed to an improved understanding between India
and Bangladesh, generating goodwill and popular support.
The BJP Government has, unfortunately, squandered that
goodwill, which will be detrimental to our interest,” the
resolution, which devotes

two separate paragraphs to Partj.-"s resolution on
Bangladesh, said. foreign policy made
It said that "Considering no mention of Teesta

that both Bangladesh and
Myanmar are important
neighbours and friends,
India must play a construc-
tive role for the resolution of
Rohingya refugee crisis and
should not be seen as indif-
ferent or partisan.”

The resolution made no
mention of the unresolved Teesta water-sharing issue, an
agreement on which is being blocked by West Bengal chief
minister Mamata Banerjee.

The resolution said "Congress notes with concern that
India is confronting a major challenge in the sub-
continental neighbourhood. Never before in Independent
India's history has the country been so diminished in its
immediate periphery. This will have significant implica-
tions for any meaningful role that India aspires to play in
the Asian region and the world."

[t also said "Recent developments in Maldives, Nepal,
Myanmar and Sri Lanka "are a matter of serious concern.
These will need careful and timely handling. It needs to be
ensured that relations with India do not become a factor in
the domestic politics of the countries in our neighbourhood.”

“India's neighbours in the Sub-Continent must com-

water-sharing issue

Recent developments in
Maldives, Nepal and
Sri Lanka are matter of
grave concern: Congress
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Chinese Premier Li Kegiang (R) shakes hands with Chinese President Xi Jinping, after he is voted as the premier for another term, at the sixth

plenary session of the National People's Congress (NPC) at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, China yesterday.

PHOTO: REUTERS

Lanka tensions subside

President lifts state of emergency imposed
12 days ago to quell anti-Muslim riots

AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka's president yesterday announced
he is lifting a nationwide state of emergency
imposed 12 days ago to quell anti-Muslim
riots in which three people died and hun-
dreds of shops were destroyed.

Maithripala Sirisena said
improvements in the security

concentrated in the central district of Kandy,
115 kilometres (72 miles) northeast of the
capital Colombo.

Police said the situation in the pictur-
esque hill resort has returned to normal.
Security forces have been deployed to help

rebuild damaged homes and
businesses, officials said.

diation brcnpted him. to Security forces deployed Over 300 people have been
end the emergency, under to help rebuild damaged = arrested in connection with
which security forces and the | homesand businesses  theriots, and they have been

police had sweeping powers
to detain suspects.

"Upon assessing the public safety situa-
tion, I instructed to revoke the state of emer-
gency from midnight yesterday," Sirisena
said on Twitter as he returned to the island
after a tour of Japan.

Much of the anti-Muslim violence was

remanded in custody till the
end of this month.

The state emergency also allowed
Sirisena to call in the military after police
initially failed to control the riots that
spread to several suburbs of Kandy. There
were a few isolated incidents elsewhere on
the island too.

mand the highest priority in our foreign policy," it said.
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Abe's support sliding: poll

REUTERS, Tokyo

A majority of Japanese believe Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe bears some responsi-
bility for altered documents at the centre of
suspicions of a cover-up linked to cronyism,
according to an opinion poll yesterday that
also showed his supportsliding.

In his worst crisis since taking office in
2012, Abe and Finance Minister Taro Aso
have been under fire since the finance min-
istry said on March 12 it had altered records
relating to a discounted sale of state-owned
land to school operator Moritomo Gakuen,
which had ties to Abe’s wife, Akie.

References to Abe, his wife, and Aso were

removed from the finance ministry's records
of the sale, copies of documents released by
the ministry showed.

Both men have denied any wrongdoing
in the affair.

But 66.1 percent of respondents to a poll
conducted by Kyodo news agency on
Saturday and yesterday said they felt the
premier had some responsibility for the
altered documents. Only 25.8 percent said
they thought he didn't.

Protesters have flocked to the streets by
the prime minister's office every night since
the ministry admitted altering the docu-
ments, with some 2,000 on Friday calling
for Abe and Aso to resign.
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CROSS-BORDER SHELLING IN KASHMIR

Pak firing kills five
family members

AFP, Jammu

Five members of a single family were killed yesterday when
a mortar bomb fired by Pakistani soldiers landed on their
home in Indian-administered Kashmir, police said.

The incident happened in the southern Poonch sector in
the disputed Himalayan region.

Police said a 35-year-old man, two children aged seven
and 12, ateenage boy and a woman were killed.

"The five were killed inside their home when a shell fired
from Pakistan side of the border hit it," director general of
police, Shesh Paul Vaid, told AFP,

Two girls, including a five-year-old, were injured and
taken to hospital, a police statement said.

Kashmir has been divided between India and Pakistan
since the end of British colonial rule in 1947, Both claim the
former kingdom in full and have fought two wars over it.

There have been intense skirmishes this year along the de
facto border, known as the Line of Control.

Last month more than 1,000 villagers were evacuated to safer
places in the northern Uri sector amid a heavy exchange of fire,

Tensions are already high after India and Pakistan last
week accused each other of harassing diplomats in New
Delhi and Islamabad.

New Delhi regularly accuses Pakistan of initiating border
firing in an attempt to help insurgents infiltrate India.

NEWSIN
brief

Gunmen kill two polio

monitors in Pakistan
AFP, Peshawar

Gunmen ambushed and
shot dead two members of a
polio monitoring team in a
restive Pakistani tribal region
near the Afghan border,
officials said yesterday. The
incident happened Saturday
night in the Saafi area of the
Mohmand tribal district.

Fourkilled, 19 trapped
in Philippine hotel fire

AFP, Manila

Four people were killed and
19 feared trapped by a major
hotel fire in the Philippine
capital Manila yesterday, with
others plucked from the
rooftop by helicopter, authori-
ties said. The blaze at the
Waterfront Manila Pavilion
was still raging six hours afterit
began in the morning,
prompting more than 300
peopleto flee the area.

UN backs Zimbabwe
polls forJuly

AFP, Harare

The UN on Saturday threw its
support behind new elec-
tions in Zimbabwe set for
July and urged the govern-
ment to kickstart the African
nation's economy as an
"urgent priority". Achim
Steiner, administrator for the
UN Development
Programme, was in Harare as
part of a three-day trip that
saw him meet Zimbabwe's
president.

Boko Haramkills 5

fishermenin Nigeria
AFP, Kano

Suspected Boko Haram
jihadists killed five fishermen
on a remote island in north-
eastern Nigeria for aiding the
search for dozens of school-
girls kidnapped last month
by the jihadists, a local
official said Saturday. "Five
men who went fishing near
the border with Chad were
shot dead," said president
of the fisheries union in
Borno state.

reEre R T FAFIR
413 ersrEa FEE, s

Ao o, IMATR0

T : 08ulr-YBY ¢, =h: 08Vb-YLOINSG
2-2+: eebeg@rhd.gov.bd

R0 TSN (FIOHT R f[eef@

(8¢ IZA)

AGF 8 TN AMeEE oirerge amE/emE eferm ek FEEmE/EEmE
AR b 20S ¥ 7 FRE-G7 0!/ SO@S! WHral ATAREFS AT AR

T M2-350) (O (T =A== 06T |

o3|  TEE FIO#E T $ o /IM(A/2033-205b(89 )
od| IHER FERd g 05b-030, WHH-WW € 00-0)
wifdfe I & Tes [, eREs-a9
SR - GO NEeLEd (e
(O WE VG TR NP (¥ A
Seffe YER-SEE (UH-9) B NP
8yox faefis-9 oo (FEANb-9a TEEWE
fecaet |
oo | Bl e oM g o (fo7) od 9997 (Yone M) |
o8|  TEHI @No*aw Ffees 3y g TR ¢ooo.o0 (¥I6 TGHE BT T@) |
ot | LS B A 3 THe YA do% (TeFA WA ) ART
G0 /(-SCE SIFICA |
ob | TR @HE RERE 2 Qb-09-203b e ifFd FE ¢00 AFE |
wiferd @ g
09| 4T TREN TEH RMEHT 3 39-09-05b{F WAt 7o deo G
SELEE 417 ©IfFY ¢ WY /T |
ob | XGTAl UL WNATOR ATl 2 oG @ Gmed Fawwiar efevie/amfa,
wﬂﬁrﬁfﬁﬂaﬁﬂﬁﬁmﬂ'ﬂiﬁw o Sfeviag
|
ob | (T FEEH TaEl oW g3 fqeriw e, gmer e, <Ee/
SIS G ANSHT A0S SRR STFA, FSH, PR HAGF
ICT OIS T, T/ ol 2,
qroERG/F A, e /AR
e[S 1 /ARG /el feormt,
fqerim arae, Aew, o Tof-fqer-
3//5% Ffa FRYET TA-FTo19, NG |
So | (R FHFETH XGRT G ¢ (F) OGRS AT, AT, A AGE
T YR AT T TS AP, AGF O, JAT, L1 |
(4) o=l i<, AR |
(1) =ifeml =, qCeaRI’ |
() S o, Tew, Ted e,
BB
N1 TEE U (AFE ¥W, g g S grEeee Sem, A e
oI & T 1, JeEE’ |
BIferes 39-09-303b728 |
HAIL (FF 09:00 THH] |
NI THEN P WEEEEE @ @ AN @ RS A aierEE @ @
G/ (FIo*H IO oSl FeFwel S |
(s S T
“fafbfe F-Lodee
f4123r erT=Er, Fes
fie-ave TeF fqorst, IR




